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THE WEEKLY Af/^n, pcR 1880.
The subscription » y^ce of The Weekly 

Mail for 1880 will be One Dollar. This 
will make it by * M the cheapest weekly 
newspaper in C- ^twda. Our Conserva
tive friends t! jwaghont the country can 
best serve tb ,e «anse they have at heart 
by subecril themselves and inducing 
their neig hbours to subscribe also. A 
weekly T/éper that can be had for twelve 
■months for less than the current price 
of a bvslxfi of wheat, ought surely to be 
within the reach of every farmer. The 
eomi ag year is likely to be a memorable 
one both at home and abroad, and the 
WeekIf Mail will present a full and 
faithM record of all events of interest 
to (tb* Canadian people. Canadians 
who have friendsr-ebroad, and who wish 
to. keep them informed of Dominion af- 
f Mrs, will find the Weekly Mail the best 
•and cheapest vehicle for that purpose. 
Any person subscribing now and paying 
One Dollar will receive the Weekly Mail 
from the time the subscription is re
ceived up to the end of 1880. Each of 
our present readers should endeavour to 
send at least one new subscriber this 
fall. ’

AGRICULTURAL PROTECTION.
That the-condition of Ontario farmers 

has steadily improved since the adop
tion of the new tariff, under which they 
are afforded necessary protection against 
American agriculturists in the home 
market, will be admitted by every far
mer whohas received SI. 15 and even$l. 18 
per bushel for his No. 1 spring wheat, 
and $1.21 for his fall wheat, de
livered at the city elevators. When 
asked as to whether the tariff does not 
operate in their favour, an affirmative 
answer is invariably received. “ For- 
“ merly,” they say, “we could not sell 
“ our oats or wheat, because the local 
“ markets were glutted with American 
“ products ; now we have the home mar- 
“ ket, and, moreover, receive 25 cents 
44 per bushel more for our wheat." 
As Reform politicians, however, strive 
to convince the public that the farmer 
is not prosperous, despite his own asser
tion to the contrary, and that the prices 
of Canadian cereals have fallen, 
although our farmers now control the 
home markets, we present some statis
tics of prices and a plain answer to the 
Free Trade theorists.

The first allegation of opponents of 
agricultural protection is the audacious 
one that, instead of the promised rise, 
‘ ‘ there happened at once a steady fall,” 
and that, “ when the duty was put on, 
“ wheat did not budge an inch.” The 
prices quoted on the Toronto Com Ex
change completely refute this state
ment. The tariff went into operation 
on March 14th. The following table 
shows the prices of cereals and flour on 
March 12th, under the old tariff, and 
on each subsequent week until the pre
sent time under the new tariff :
ADVANCE OF PRICESI UNDER PROTECTION.
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M’ch. 12. $ .97 $ .80 S .34 $3 95
19. 97 80 38 3.95
26. 97 80 35 3 95

April 2. 97 80 35 390
9. 98 80 37 3 90

16. 96 90 37 3.85
23. 96 80 37 3.85
30. 95 80 37 3 90

May 7. 98 SO 37 3.90
14. 1.03 70 374 490
21. 1.03 70 37* 400
28. 1.02 70 374 400

June 4. l .02 70 374 3.90
II. l .02 70 37 4.00
18. l 02 70 37 4.00
25. LOI 70 37 4.10

July 2. 1.02 70 37 4 25
9. 1.07 70 37 460

16. l 08 70 37 4.60
23. 1.07 70 39 4.70
30. 1.06 70 384 4.70

Aug. 6. 1.03 70 38i 4.75
13. 1.02 none 39 4 65
20. 99 none 39 4.60
27. l.OO none 37 4.55

Sept. 3. 98 none 35 4 50
10. 99 none 35 4.50
17. 1.04 none 30 4 50
24. I.l2 60 34 4 70

Get. I. I.l4 67 34 5.00
7. I.l7 67 36 5.60

l.2l fall

being vigorously prosecuted in the j 
United States, and the duty will 
have the effect of preserving our hom.e 
market for our own people, as the 
wheat duty has already demonstrated. 
But an attempt is being made to show 
that the tariff has reduced the price of 
barley. No story told by Bacon Mun
chausen has less foundation in fact. 
To substantiate their point, Re
formers take the price of barley 
during the Mackenzie regime as $1.10. 
No such quotation was made at the To
ronto Com Exchange ; but this circum
stance does not prevent so-called Re
formers from pretending that farmers 
received that price under the late Gov
ernment Fortunately, the farmers 
cannot be thus misled, for they well 
remember that under normal conditions, 
barley only realised from 55 cents to 57 
cents during two months of the last year 
of Mr. Mackenzie’s Administration, as 
compared with l68 cents at the present 
moment The high price obtained dur
ing last Fall was due solely to specula
tion. It was supposed that the Cana
dian cjjpp would be small, the quality 
inferior on account of heavy rains, and 
that the United States would be almost 
wholly dependent on the Dominion for its 
supply. The prices accordingly advanced, 
and a small export trade with England 
arising, they were maintained for some 
time. The Americans are, however, 
producing largely, and as they are now 
producers as well as consumers, there 
will be less demand from our neighbours 
across the lines. The situation may, 
therefore, be stated as follows : The 
price of barley under a normal condi
tion of trade has been higher under the 
Conservative than the Liberal Govern
ment ; the high price prevailing for 
a short period under the latter Adminis- 
tion was simply due to speculation in 
view of a supposed deficiency.

It is almost remarkable that Op
position journals should venture to dis
cuss the prices and supply of oats. A 
reasonable outcry was raised by farmers 
throughout the western peninsula 
against the importation of cargoes of 
American oats under such favourable 
tariff regulations of the Free Trade type 
that they swamped the market of the 
local grower. Their demands were fully 
met by the Conservative Government in 
its national policy. Few cargoes are 
now imported from across the lines, and 
our farmers thus possess a good market, 
with remunerative prices. Immediately 
prior to the introduction of the new tariff 
the price slightly advanced, owing to the 
action of operators, but they soon found 
their natural level, and have since shown 
little change. An attempt is made to 
arouse sectional jealousies by declaring 
thatCanadian farmers are receiving lower 
prices in the local markets than at this 
city—another extraordinary result of 
agricultural protection. The facts do 
not warrant this charge being made. 
Farmers obtain at Belleville as high 
prices as in Toronto, and three cents 
per bushel more than they did immedi
ately before the present tariff went into 
operation.

These points embody the whole case 
which Reformers have been able to pre
pare against that portion of the Na
tional Policy ■rçhich gives agricul
tural protection. We submit that then- 
fallacy has been demonstrated by 
statistics and practical experience. 
The excellent prices which our farmers 
are now receivingfortheirproducefumish 
the best test of the value of a protective 
policy. Under it the whole Dominion 
is rapidly advancing to a prosperous 
condition, in which the agricultural 
community will reap their due share of 
benefits. Reformers are vainly en
deavouring in the same breath to show 
that the National Policy means dear 
bread to the labouring class and re
duced prices to the farmers. This 
wretched attempt to catch votes will ut
terly fail, because it is based on nothing 
more substantial than misrepresenta
tion and chicanery,even to the extent ef 
perverting commercial statistics

These figures completely prove that 
increased prices have been derived by 
-the farmers ever since the tariff came 
into operation. Take wheat, for ex
emple. Almost the very day the tariff 
was introduced prices strengthened, al
though there was no demand, on account 
of millers having large stocks on hand. 
Not only have prices been better, but 
farmers have had the benefit of a steady 
local as well as export demand. The 
price is, moreover, advancing almost 
-daily, and a higher price than has pre
vailed for several years will doubtless 
be reached. It would be absurd to deny 
that the National Policy has largely con
tributed to secure this increased price to 
the farmer. Under the present tariff the 
Ontario farmer can send his wheat into 
the local markets in the confident belief 
that it will meet with ready sale at good 
Tates, whereas under the one-sided 
Free Trade policy of the late Govern
ment, the markets were glutted by the 
American article, and the Canadian 
■farmer had difficulty in disposing of his 
grain in what should constitute his own 
markets. No one would venture to as
sert that wheat would retain its present 
price in Canada if we reverted to Free 
"Trade and allowed the Americans to 
monopolise our markets with the pro
duce of a bountiful harvest.

An attempt is made to show that the 
Dominion tariff injuriously affects the 
•Canadian farmer because it operates in 
the direction of preventing our markets 
responding to a rise of prices at Chicago. 
The new tariff has no such action, even 
if oar farmers desired an ever-changing 
instead of a steady market. Chicago 
has no influence on Toronto prices. At 
the great western grain entrepot prices 
are fictitious, and depend upon the 
■capacity of operators running a “ eor- 
“ ner” to put *p sufficient margins to 
make their speculation successful. 
They sell millions of bushels a day 
when the** are only thousands to de
liver. These operations are simply 
gambling in a mercantile form, and it 
is well that the Toronto market does not 
respond to its rapid variations. The 
tariff has nothing whatever to do with 
this phase of the question.

Regarding barley, it is pretended by 
Reform journals that the Conservatives 
believed the imposition of a duty on 
American barley would raise the price of 
the whole Canadian crop. No such 
absurd idea was ever entertained. There 
ia practically no. American barley im
ported, and therefore the tariff can 
nave no effect on that score. The 

jgrowth of th’s cereal is, however,

tl re-survey along the Fraser river 
“ between Yale and Lytton, establish- 
“ es the entire practicability of the line 
“ between these points. Easy undulating 
“ gradients may be secured, but the 
“ works of construction will be heavy." 
We suppose we may assume that reports 
have been received from the engineers 
who were detailed for further explora
tions in the Peace and Pine river dis
tricts, and the added information 
has turned the scale in favour of the Bur- 
rard Inlet route, which had previously 
and prematurely been adopted. Any 
decision that the Government would 
have come to on this question wtmld 
probably have been respected and ac
cepted by the publie generally. It was 
necessary that some definite conclusion 
should be arrived at respect
ing the western terminus of a 
line on which so much money 
is being expended, and on which 
so much of the future prosperity of the 
country depends. Of course, the de
cision of the Government which adopts 
the Burrard Inlet will be accepted with 
all the more pleasure, since ■ the 
weight of opinion, professional and 
merely speculatiye, leaned in that 
direction, and public or private aid in 
England will be more easily secured for 
an undertaking which ia defined and 
settled upon than for one which 
is still surrounded by uncer
tainty as to so important a 
question as location and terminus.

The appearance which the railway 
project will present next session to our 
Parliament, and to the British Govern
ment, will be one of which our Govern
ment may well be proud. The whole sec
tion from Lake Superior and Red River 
is under process of rapid construction, 
rails being now laid for a considerable 
portion of the distance, which is 410 
miles. One hundred miles west of Red 
river, for which contracts have been 
given out, will also be in a very for
ward state. The Pembina branch will 
of course be in operation, and thus 
we shall be able to show a rapid 
completion of nearly six hundred miles 
of railway, and the contracts for the 
British Columbia section of 127 miles 
more will be given out and part of the 
work probably well under way. 
We shall be able to show 1^200 
miles of telegraph lines as far 
as Edmonton. We shall be able to 
point to a definitely located line ; to a 
large section constructed or under con
tract ; to great expenditures incurred 
on thorough explorations of the coun
try ; to an economical policy of 
management and an economical plan of 
construction ; to a vast area of fertile 
lands ready for sale and occupation, 
with a fortune in every farm ; and with 
these advantages in our favour, and aid
ing the wise exertions of Government, the 
willing countenance of the British Gov
ernment, we shall have little reason to 
fear failure in any scheme that may 
be put forward for the completion of 
our great national undertaking.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The people of British Columbia will, 
no doubt, be greatly pleased to learn 
that, contrary to their experiences dur
ing the past five years, the promises of 
the Government have been fulfilled to
wards them in regard to the Pacific rail
way. It will be remembered that in his 
resolutions and speech of last session, 
the Minister of Railways promised that 
not more than 125 miles of railway 
should be commenced during the pre
sent season, and thereafter , prosecuted 
vigorously. It was stated at the time 
that the section on the Burrard 
Inlet route, from Yale to Kam
loops, in British Columbia, was 
ready for tenders. The quantities 
had been taken out, and the work was 
in such a condition that contracts could 
be given out, for which authority was 
taken during the present session if the 
Government decided upon the route, of 
which this branch was a portion. The 
following advertisement appears in the 
papers :

“ CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.
“ Tenders for worlc in British Columbia.
“ Sealed tenders, addressed to the un

dersigned, and endorsed * Tenders Pacific 
Railway,’will ba received at this office up to 
noon, on Monday, the 17th day of Novem
ber next, for certain works of construction 
required to be executed on the line 
from near Yale to lake Kamloops, 
in the following sections, vis :— 
Emery’s Bar to Boston Bar, 29 miles ; 
Boston Bar to Lytton, 29 miles ; 
Lytton to Junction Flat, 284 miles ; Junc
tion Flat to Savona’s Ferry, 40j miles. 
Specifications, bills of quantities, conditions 
of contract, forms of tender and all printed 
information may be obtained on applica
tion at the Pacific railway office in New 
Westminister, British Columbia, and 
at the offices of the Engineer- 
in-Chief at Ottawa. Plans and 
profiles will be open for inspection at 
the latter office. No tender will be enter
tained unless on one of the printed forms, 
and all the conditions are complied with.

44 By order,
“ F. BRAUN,

“ Secretary.
“ Department of Railways and Canals,

“ Ottawa, Oct. 3rd, 1879.”
This is the section of the work which 

Mr. Mackenzie once asked tenders for, 
but subsequently abandoned. It is on 
the line of the Burrard Inlet route, 
and will open up about 125 or 127 
miles of railway, besides a consider
able stretch of water communication, 
into a very fertile and valuable portion 
of the country, fit for settlement 
and valuable for crop production. Re
versing the mode of describing the 
line, which in the advertisement 
runs from east to west, and taking the 
sections as described by Mr. Marcus 
Smth, from east to west, we find them 
described as being heavy and expansive, 
but further surveys have probably 
lessened the actual difficulties of a sec
tion of road which seems on all sides to 
be accepted as a very proper work to 
be accomplished. From Savonna’s 
Ferry to Yale is calculated variously as 
being from 123 to 127 miles, at which 
latter figure it appears in the adver
tisement. In his report for 1877, 
Mr. Sandford Fleming said : “ The

AFFAIRS IN QUEBEC.
M. Jolt is unwilling to admit that 

his Administration is dead, and his 
friends are not disposed to let it have a 
decent sepulture. L'Evénement, Sen
ator Fabre’s paper, which has through
out maintained an independent attitude, 
thinks the game is up, and urges the 
Rouges to submit to fate. It says that 
the Ministry can no longer count on the 
support of MM. Chauveau and Paquet, 
and that otfrer members personally 
friendly td M. Joly have asked him to 
resign and so save them the disagreeable 
necessity of having to vote him out of 
office when the House meets. The 
Rouge press, notably the Quebec Chron
icle, which has hitherto been a staunch 
partisan, no longer attempts to 
deny the fact that the Administration 
is in articulo, and is now engaged 
in discussing the question as to whether 
M. Joly can ask for a dissolution. 
This point seems to admit of little doubt. 
If when the Legislature meets he can 
show that he has a majority in the 
popular Chamber, he will be entitled to 
demand an appeal to the country ; and 
as M. Robitaille is not M. Letelleer, 
but a constitutional ruler who carries 
out the will of the Province as expressed 
in the Assembly, his Honour will doubt
less in that case grant the Premier’s re
quest. But if M. Joly is in a clear 
minority, then he practically ceases to 
speak for the people, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor will be fully justified in refus
ing dissolution. The Province cannot 
afford a new election, if it can be avoid
ed at all. The last general election 
took place on the 1st of May, 1878, and 
in September of the same year the Do
minion election was held. Since then 
there have been a number of bye-elec
tions, and the effects of the coup d’etat 
are still apparent. The people want 
less politics and more and better govern
ment The finances are in very bad 
shape, and a strong Ministry is needed 
to save the credit of the Province. That 
M. Joly cannot possibly give the tax
payers, and the public interests demand 
an immediate change.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
NORTH-WEST.

The latest unpatriotic action of the 
Grit press is to unite its strength with 
Western American journals in denounc
ing Manitoba and the North-West. 
The development of the Canadian 
prairie province, especially within the 
last few years, has aroused the jealousy 
bf the inhabitants of Minnesota and 
adjacent States, whose agricultural 
population has been unable to 
resist the temptation to remove 
to the more fertile soil of the 
British possessions, even though it lie a 
little further north. The Ontario 
Liberals,however, it would be supposed, 
have no direct interest in preventing 
our young farmers from settling within 
the Dominion, instead of following the 
old custom of taking up homesteads in 
Illinois, Iowa or Kansas ; nevertheless 
their vilification of everything con
trolled by the present Canadian Govern
ment tends to the same result. Chicago 
manufacturers who dreamed that, al
though the Republic had been unable to 
retain within its territory the great vol
ume of North-West emigrants, they 
would at all events have absolute control 
in the market of Manitoba, have been 
bitterly disappointed at the re
sult of the new tariff, which 
enables Ontario implements to su
persede those of American make. 
In the Grit party these Illinois manufac
turers find natural allies, and their re
presentatives hunt in couples to find 
cause for complaint, however trivial and 
unimportant. It is pretended, for ex
ample, that the Custom House entries 
show that three hundred and fifty fami
lies left Manitoba for Minnesota last 
year. This may alarm a few 
Reform farmers who are about 
to set out for the North-West, 
but a cursory enquiry will satisfy any 
one that the very reverse is the true 
condition of affairs. An attempt is 
made to create political capital out of

the fact that the British Commissioners 
are Enable to travel by railway through 
Manitoba and the whole North-Weat 
territory. But if the country were 
settled and a great trunk line of 
railroad completed, English tenant 
farmers would not be able to obtain 
large tracts of fertile land on almost 
nominal terms, while the agricultural 
labourer would be unable to procure a 
free homestead in an eligible locality. 
Another cry raised is that the late 
Dominion Government would have con
structed colonization railways through 
Manitoba if they had been retained in 
power. But every practical man is 
satisfied that the project would never 
have been carried into effect by the

present Canadian Government the 
thanks of the people of the North-West 
will be solely due tor uniting them with 
the eastern portion of the Domin
ion by carrying the line from 
Winnipeg to Thunder Bay to a success
ful completion. Under the blind and 
blundering .policy of Mr. Mackenzie 
and his associates, the road would have 
found its terminus in the swamps of 
English river, as the Parliamentary in
quiry last session clearly showed. For 
any delay the late Premier is respon
sible. Under the present energetic Min
ister of Railways and Canals the under
taking is being prosecuted with all pos
sible speed and energy, despite the com
bined attacks of Americans interested in 
rival roads and of Ontario Reformers 
who love to slander every leading mem
ber of the Ministry. Notwithstanding 
these combined attacks the farmers of 
Manitoba will, ere long, be able to ship 
wheat to Toronto and Montreal direct 
through Canadian channels. That the 
prairie province is rapidly advancing in 
prosperity and is destined to afford 
homes to thousands of Canadians is evi
denced by its products, a sample of 
which at present on exhibition in St. 
Lawrence Hall will well repay a careful 
scrutiny.

LORD BEACONSFIELD ON BRIT
ISH AGRICULTURE.

English journals received by the last 
mail contain reports of important 
speeches delivered by the political lead
ers of the Mother Country — Lords 
Bbaconsfibld, Hartington and Derby, 
the Duke of Rutland and others of less 
weight and standing. These addresses 
possess interest not only from the cir
cumstance that they are the manifestoes 
of party leaders, but also from the 
prominence given to the consideration 
of the agricultural question in the 
United Kingdom and to the references 
made to Canada in connection with for
eign competition. The summary of the 
British Premier’s speech received by 
cable gave rise to considerable specula
tion as to the precise terms used by him 
regarding emigration from the Western 
States to Manitoba and the North- 
West territory, and public interest will 
naturally be centred in his address. 
Lord Bbaconsfibld, it appears, declared 
that the chief pioneers of the extreme 
Western States have sold their farms at 
$30 or $40 an acre and gone to the 
“illimitable wilderness of Canada." 
The distinguished speaker had, no doubt, 
in view the migration of Minnesota 
settlers to Manitoba — a fact which 
American journals, indignant though 
they may be at the reference, cannot 
deny. But the point which the noble 
Earl sought to enforce was this, that if 
the locality from whence British far
mers must expect most severe competi
tion was thus constantly changing, and 
if it were true that Canada would yet 
defeat the United States in exporting 
cereals aud produce to European mar
kets, it is highly desirable that 
English agriculturalists should not 
act with precipitation. This advice 
is tendered to the farmers by 
Conservative and Liberal leaders 
alike. English agriculture has suffered 
from a succession of bad harvests, 
which mesa poor crops, and from foreign 
competition, principally American, 
which prevented the home farmers from 
obtaining the usual compensation in the 
shape of increased prices. It is an in
teresting question as to how far these 
exceptional conditions must be con
sidered in estimating future returns. 
The Premier takes the sanguine view 
that a return of good harvests would 
bring about the prosperity of the farm
ing class, and adduces the revival 
of public confidence after financial 
crises in support of his contention. 
This view is sustained by Lords 
Hartington and Derby, although the 
latter counsels emigration as a means of 
improving the condition of both emi
grants and those who remain in the old 
land. The plea for a peasant pro
prietary finds no faveur at their hands ; 
and, indeed, the Premier devoted a con
siderable portion of his speech to re
butting arguments in favour of that 
proposal, which will probably con
stitute a plank of the platform of 
Radical candidates at the next elec
tion. The case of France, with five 
million peasant proprietors holding six 
acres each, was quoted, and it was 
shown that in spite of the favourable 
climate of that country, the average pro
duction of England is twenty-eight 
bushels per acre, while in France it is 
only fourteen. Turning to the American 
continent, the noble Earl pointed 
out that this Dominion is not in favour 
of a peasant proprietary, but seeks by 
its legislation to create a great yeomanry 
class. The amicable arrangement of 
disputes respecting rent and culture be
tween landlord and tenant was counsell
ed, and at the same time the Premier 
advised the Buckinghamshire squires 
that a generous reduction of rents is a 
necessity of the situation. If individual 
action should prove inadequate to meet 
the emergency, the Royal Commission 
should lay down broad grounds for Im
perial legislation.

Time alone will prove the truth or 
fallacy of the sanguine anticipations in
dulged in by British statesmen regard
ing the future of British agriculture. It 
must not be forgotten that the old 
country farmer enjoys a natural pro
tection by reason of his proximity to 
the market of twenty dollars per acre on 
an average, and ten dollars an acre on 
wheat. In order to successfully meet 
foreign competition, this advantage must 
be increased by improvements that will 
enable the farmer to produce at less 
cost. Larger crops must be obtained 
by improved farming all over the 
United Kingdom, instead of on model 
farms in southern counties. Anti
quated laws and customs must be swept 
away, and the landed proprietors must 
unite with their tenants in promoting 
the common weal by electing moderate 
rents and encouraging improvements. 
Although the London Times persistently 
declares that the land question is 
not before the country, there is 
no subject which is so widely 
and generally discussed, and which 
promises to equally influence the 
direction of public opinion at the polls. 
Many of the leading journals are de

manding a change in the land laws, and 
even the Times admits that “the diffi- 
“ culties of the farmers may bring 
“ about some modification of the laws. ’ 
Another suggestion put forward, and it 
has found a powerful champion in the 
Duke of Rutland, is that Canadian 
cereals should be given the benefit of 
differential duties* Mr. Bright surely 
would be of opinion, urges the Duke, 
that it would be a wise, a generous, and 
a truly English policy to endeavour to 
unite Canada more strongly to the 
Mother Country by levying five shillings 
duty on wheat coming from the Unit»! 
States, and one shilling ornothing on that 
received from the Dominion. Whatever 
remedy may be applied, or even should 
the Mother Land be permitted to re
cover prosperity by simply a natural 
process, the discussions which are tak
ing place cannot fail to largely benefit 
this country. At no previous period has 
equal attention been directed to its agri
cultural capabilities, and its adaptability 
for settlement by English, Scotch and 
Irish tenant farmers is now being fully 
recognised.

THE FAIR SEASON.
When an American Governor in sober 

earnestness confesses that the Dominion 
has outstripped the United States in 
rapidity of growth and development 
during recent years, there is good 
ground for national congratulation. The 
Governor of Vermont, in uttering this 
sentiment at Ottawa a few days ago, 
only expressed the opinions of his bro
ther Governors of Ohio and Maine 
and other distinguished visitors from 
the Republic, who were equally 
astonished at the progress of their 
northern rival. The practical demon
stration of this national advancement 
cannot fail to be as gratifying to the 
Canadian people as it is surprising 
to enlightened foreigners. At the 
Toronto, the Provincial, and kindred 
shows, palpable proofs are afford
ed that in live stock, dairy pro
ducts, horticultural exhibits, as 
well as in many branches of 
manufactures and industrial arts, 
the Dominion can compare favour
ably with older and more wealthy 
nations. At such exhibitions our pro
gress is made apparent and emphasized. 
The shorthorn herds, which rival those 
either of Kentucky or the Mother 
Country ; the Canadian Cheshire and 
Stilton cheese, which is so highly ap
preciated in England to-day, to
gether with our agricultural imple
ments, which are the equal, if not 
the superior, of any in the world,—are 
there seen and examined. " These 
gatherings serve the double purpose of 
recording our material progress, and of 
affording exhibitors in the different 
classes a favourable opportunity to com
pare products and obtain suggestions of 
practical utility.

There are several encouraging fea
tures connected with the present Fair 
season. Public interest in thesq assem
blies is increasing, for the finan
cial failure at Ottawa is explained by 
the unsuitability of the capital for 
the purposes of a great agricultural re
union. The quality of the exhibits has 
remarkably improved of late years, and, 
even in the art amateur classes, where 
formerly almost any production would 
obtain an award, meritorious works are 
alone sure of success. A marked ten
dency in the direction of holding exhi
bitions on a larger scale, with stock 
and products drawn from a vast dis
trict instead of from a locality, is a fea
ture of the times. Toronto led the van of 
this movement; and should the Associa
tion double the amount of premiums 
offered this year, the display at our 
next show will doubtless include pro
ducts from almost all parts of the Do
minion. From an immigration stand
point these gatherings have an import
ant bearing. Leading English agricul
tural representative, such as the 
Imperial commissioners now in 
this country, at once gain a 
general idea of the capabilities 
and resources of the Dominion. The 
Toronto and Ottawa shows will yet be 
fruitful of results in the direction of 
stimulating immigration of the tenant- 
farmer class. While the fine display 
made by Manitoba on the latter occasion 
may induce many farmers’ sons to leave 
Ontario with a view to establish 
homes for themselves in the North- 
West, the vacancy will be more than 
supplied by English farmers anxious to 
secure improved farms in this Province, 
and the prosperity of the country as a 
whole will thus be promoted. These 
agricultural and industrial meetings 
thus serve many useful purposes, and 
are eminently deserving of encourage
ment and support. Their marked suc
cess during the present season is, 
no doubt, partly due to the increased 
confidence which prevails among all 
classes of the community, and to the 
stimulus given by a protective policy to 
the development of new industries, and 
the enlargement of those already estab
lished, but which struggled for existence 
under the one-sided free trade policy of 
the late Dominion Government.

The International Park project is re
ceiving considerable support from leading 
American journals. The New York Times 
says the appropriation of the sum required 
to carry out the scheme will be warmly 
advocated in the Legislature of New York. 
The question will doubtless come before 
the Ontario Legislature next session, and 
the views of the Government thereon 
should be given to the public at is early a 
date as possible.

“ Who were the members of tne earliest 
British Parliaments ?" is a problem which 
has often been asked by antiquarians, but 
never satisfactorily answered. This infor
mation is, however, contained in a bine 
book of the Imperial Parliament, prepared 
in answer to a motion for a return 
of every member elected to serve in every 
British Parliament from earliest times. 
The earliest record is that of 1213, when 
King John dispatched writs to the sheriffs, 
requiring them each to send all the 
Knights of their Bailiwicks in arms. But 
no return remains of the component parts 
of this first Parliament. The first of which 
any names remain seems to be that of the 
third year of Edward I. (1276), and the 
only return is for the county of Kent, and 
the names are Fnloo Peÿferer and Henricue 
de Apeldrofend. These, then, are the 
earliest known members of Parliament. 
The second Parliament of which any names 
have been found was that of the eleventh 
year of Edward I. (1283), and there are 
but two names, Walteru» de Helion and 
Dominas Rogerus le Roue, both from Glou
cester county. Particular interest, of 
course, attaches to some of the names. In 
the year 1296, Henricue de Raligh repre
sented Devon, and in 1586 Sir Walter 
Raleigh represented Devon. In 1592 he 
sat for Michael, a borough of Cornwall ; in 
1697 for Dorset, and in 1601 for Cornwall 
again. Among the meet interesting names 
are those of the Cromwells. Sir Francis 
Drake appears sitting for Boasiney, a bor
ough of Cornwall now gone, and in 1592 
ho sat for Plymouth. Sir Robert Cecil), 
Sir Robert Carey, and others might be 
named. The first appearance of Scotland 
and Ireland in the returns is in 1654.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

One of the strongest evidences of better 
times yet noted is to be found in the fall
ing off in the number and extent of insol
vencies. A return for September shows 
28 failures in New York City, during the 
month, with liabilities amounting to $315,- 
000. During the corresponding period 
last year there were 30 failures, the aggre
gate liabilities reaching $4,300,000.

An extra of the Canada Gazette an
nounces that the schedule against 
the importation of American cattle 
into the Dominion has been continu
ed indefinitely. This is a wise move on 
the part of the Department of Agricul
ture, for the Imperial law against Ameri- 
oan cattle has been renewed owing to the 
breaking ont of disease in a recent cargo 
of live stock from Boston.

The Winnipeg Times notes the general 
satisfaction of the people of Manitoba with 
the results due to the painstaking efforts of 
Mr. Dewe, Chief Inspector of the Post 
Office Department, to place the postal 
service of that Province and the North- 
West on a more efficient footing. Tri
weekly mails have been arranged between 
Selkirk and Portage La Prairie, and fur
ther facilities are in contemplation. This 
action is favourably contrasted with the do- 
nothing policy of the Mackenzie Adminis
tration.

Messrs. Mackenzie and Cartwright, ac
companied by Messrs. Mowst and Crooks, 
are “ hunting in oonples” through the 
West, the N. P. being their common 
text. They will, of course, en
deavour to show that times are get
ting worse, although their organs, in
cluding the Globe, have been forced to 
admit that business is rapidly improving. 
The two Local Ministers would be better 
employed at home in preparing a measure 
for the abolition of tax exemptions, and 
perfecting other necessary legislation.

A correspondent of the Dublin Freeman 
writing from Donegal, draws a melancholy 
picture of the distress at present prevail
ing in that northern county of Ireland. 
Owing to the failure of the crops the pea
santry of Donegal, with an area of 1,200,000 
acres and a population of a quarter of a 
million, are described as subsisting almost 
exclusively on Indian meal. Fifty thou
sand acres of potatoes are said to be rot
ten, with aa many more acres of bay, 17,- 
000 acres of turnips and 97,000 acres of 
oats. There seems to be universal devas
tation throughout the county, and the 
overseers of the poor are making extra ef
forts to take care of those who have noth
ing wherewith to take care of themselves.

his outlay in bettering the property being 
•* £3,000. The landlord; falli”? 

into difficulties, was obliged to sell the 
property, and it is stated realized £7 000 
more than could have been obtained’ for 
the land m the condition in which the ten
ant originally found it. The unfortunate 
occupant has no remedy under the law for 
this crashing injustice, by which the ré
sulte of the labour and investments of the 
best part of a lifetime are confiscated It 
18 no wonder that the British farmer i8 
looking to Canada and elsewhere across the 
seas, for a home where his toil will benefit 
himself and his family, instead of the lord 
of the manor.

FALL F All

The Gen. Massey who ia to have the post 
of danger and of honour in the attack on 
Cabal, is the young fellow who was first 
in the hotly-contested Redan, when Russia 
fought France, England and Turkey, in 
the Crimea. He was known as V Redan 
Massey." He was a boy when he leaped 
through fire and smoke upon the Russian 
works. To-day he is a full-blown General 
and on hia way to meet the Afghans, who 
are said to be massed on the way to Cabal. 
He brought home from the Crimea a stiff 
leg, which, however, he hopes to carry on 
horseback into the Afghan capital. Massey 
is a native of the County Cork, having 
been born at Timoleague, the harbour 
which tradition says was filled up by a 
land-slide many, many years ago.

The Galt correspondent of the Berlin 
News says that as compared with the con
dition of affairs a year ago, th^ foundries, 
machine shops, planing, flourrog, oatmeal 
and woollen mills, as well as the other 
manufacturing industries of that town, are 
giving employment to at least one-third 
more labour ; that the artisans, mechanics 
and labourers are receiving as high, and in 
some instances higher wages, and that al
most all the necessaries of life have decreas
ed in price. The senior partner in the 
largest manufacturing iron works in Galt, 
who, by the way, is a Reformer, stated 
publicly the other day that there had been 
a very marked improvement in the business 
of the firm, and that in his opinion the im
provement was due entirely to the effects 
of the new tariff.

The White River Utes who recently at
tacked and worsted a party of American 
troops occupy a large reservation in West, 
em Colorado. They number about 800 
are well armed and have both the oppor! 
tunity and the disposition to give the 
whites a good deal of trouble. They have 
lately suffered considerably at the hands 
of white men who intruded upon their re. 
servation prospecting for gold. The Indian 
Bureau refused to allow mining on the land 
of the Utes, and owing to the persistency 
of the gold seekers and the disposition of 
the redskins to retaliate, the troops were 
called into requisition to preserve peace. 
Further trouble was occasioned by thé 
ploughing of land by agent Meeker con. 
trary to the wish of the Indians. The 
agent was assaulted and badly injured and 
fearing that his life was in danger asked 
for troops which were on their way to the 
reservation when attacked. In addition 
to being well armed it is stated that the
tnhe retain tiieii» «------- ----- a.

—-vwu ava. bucii pxuuu, independent 
spirit. It is probable that the Americans 
have another long and bloody Indian war 
on their hands.

The British tenant farmers who are now 
on a tour of inspection through Ontario de 
not hesitate to say that they would rather 
be let alone than marched here there 
and everywhere to see what it is not in 
their line of business to pronounce upon. 
All very well to see the shows and agri- 
cultural products in the big pumpkins and 
the gigantic mangojd-wurzel, but why 
trot them off to Bothweil and the oil 
region ? Surely what they want to see is 
the general run of farming lands in the 
Province, the cost of land, system and ex. 
penses of working it, and the price real
ized by stock and crops grown on it. What 
have they to do with petroleum ? Tnere 
are farmers in Canada with large holdings 
of land, and doing business much in the 
saipe way as they themselves do it at 
home. These are the people and places 
they want to come in contact with. A 
driving tour through the townships north 
and east of this city, through North 
Middlesex, South Oxford, Brant, West 
Durham and other choice agricultural dis
tricts would be better than a rapid shunt
ing hither and thither on the lines of rail, 
way to see—coal oil, or nothing in particu- 
lar. The British farmers are sensible of the 
fact that they are being treated too much 
as a side-show to the various Exhibitions,

The evils of funereal ostentation and dis
play on the part of those who can ill afford 
the expense involved, have frequently been 
condemned by the press and the pulpit. 
Father Hennessey, a Catholic priest in 
Jersey City, recently took still stronger 
ground against the practice by refusing to 
admit a body to the church for the per
formance of the burial service until the 
forty coaches in the funereal cortege had 
been reduced to twelve. The demand was 
complied with for the time, and the extra 
vehicles apparently dismissed, but after the 
services they all resumed their places in 
the line on the road to the cemetery. 
There is nothing to be said in favour of 
these absurd and pretentions displays, but 
like many other time-hononred social 
abuses, they continue to exist in spite of 
all that reason and common sense can 
urge against them.

A load outcry is being raised in England 
against the exorbitant profits which are 
being reaped by middle-men engaged in the 
sale of Canadian and American meat. The 
prejudice which formerly existed against 
transatlantic beef and mutton has wholly 
disappeared, and the publie demand to be 
brought into more direct trade relations 
with the exporters. The choice cute of 
Canadian carcases are now sold as English 
fed beef ; and although it is not deemed 
exactly proper for a well-to-do family to 
eat anything but prime Wiltshire ham or 
bacon, 3,437,000 cwt, of bacon and 797,000 
cwt. of hams were imported from America 
during the last twelve months. It is ex
pected that the Royal Agricultural Com
missioners will recommend prompt and 
vigorous action with a view to placing the 
producer in Canada or the United States and 
the consumer of farm produce in the old 
country in closer and more intimate relation
ship.

“ A little effort and cheaper facilities in 
transportation would turn the course of 
emigration to Canada or Australia. But 
no such effort is made. Nothing can be 
more incomprehensible to practical Ameri
cans than the long-continued neglect by 
England of her colonies.” These opinions 
are expressed by the New York Tribune. 
Meanwhile a note of alarm is sounded 
by that journal respecting the immigra
tion of British mechanics. It is 
urged that by the system of restricting 
within narrow limits the number of ap
prentices employed in workshops, the man
ufacturing centres are being peopled with 
foreign workmen. Meanwhile many Ameri
can young men are starving as clerks, sales
men, incompetent doctors or briefless law
yers. The position assumed by the Tri
bune is important, as being the first threat 
of opposition to European immigration.

One of the evils in connection with the 
British system of land tenure is illustrated 
by an occurrence detailed in the London 
Spectator. A farmer recently received no
tice to quit a farm which he had occupied 
for thirty-three years, and which had been 
the home of his ancestors for three centu
ries. He had always maintained a high 
standard of agriculture, and during his 
tenancy had drained seventy acres ef land, 
reclaimed thirty acres of bog, bnilt an al
most entirely new farmstead, planted 
trees, and maje many other improvements,

Free traders here, as well as in the 
United States, are assiduously endeavour
ing to make political capital out of the fact 
that at the present time pig iron happens 
to be dearer in the United States than in 
England. The Chicago Inter-Ocean effect
ively replies : —“ Under protection the 
United States has become the second iron- 
producing country in the world, and the 
rate of our progress since 1860 has been 
more rapid than that of Great Britain in 
the same time. Such a growth of our pig- 
iron industry does not indicate scarcity of 
its product, especially when nearly the 
whole of the augmenting quantity has been 
consumed at home. Last year the price 
of our domestic pig iron was lower than it 
has been in any year since the beginning of 
our government. This surely does not 
point ont dearness as a result of the pro
tective policy. It is true that the price 
has advanced since the revival of business 
commenced, but there has also been aa 
upward movement of the price in Eng- 
land, where there is free trade in pig iron ; 
hence the recent rise in the United States 
cannot be assigned to our tariff as its 
cause, unless it be absurdly supposed that 
an identical effect proceeds from two dia
metrically opposite causes. And what is 
said of pig iron may be said with equal 
force of various other domestic manufac
tures.”

A cable despatch this morning says, 
troops are being ordered to Ireland in view 
of the rent disturbances. The authori
ties must anticipate hot work, for there 
are usually twenty or thirty thousand 
soldiers in the country. At Castlebar 
where the anti-rent movement is gaining 
ground, there is always a small detach
ment of cavalry and infantry, and large re
inforcements can be brought up in an hour 
or two by train from Galway and Athlone. 
Cork is the headquarters for the South of 
Ireland, and there are garrisons or detach
ments at Fermoy, Mallow, Skibbereen and 
other points throughout the county, and a 
big powder factory at Baffin collig. If the 
troops stationed in these districts 
cannot keep the peace, half-a-dozen 
regiments can easily be spared from the 
Curragh and Dublin, and if the worst comes 
to the worst, the Lord Lieutenant has the 
13,000 constabulary to fall back upon. It 
is not at all likely, however, that the dis
tressed tenants and starving agricultural 
labourers will attempt to face the military. 
The dark winter nights will be here soon, 
and then the campaign against landlords 
and agents returning from the fairs and 
markets will begin in dead earnest. It is 
a frightful business, and although shooting 
from behind a hedge cannot of coarse be 
justified by any circumstances, no matter 
how aggravated, beyond donbt the landlord 
class in that unhappy land has much to 
answer for.

MARBLE FROM LAKE HURON.
To the Editor of The Mail.

Sir,—A recent number of The Mail con
tained a brief notice of a newly-discovered 
marble locality on the north shore of Lake 
Huron belonging to Colonel Rankin, of 
Windsor. The stone from this property is 
a hard siliceous limestone, capable of as
suming a good polish. In colour it is dark 
gray, with veins of slightly darker tint 
running through it. An analysis of the 
stone, from samples left with me by Colonel 
Rankin, has yielded me the following re
sults :—
Carbonate of lime...............................................  69
Carbonate of magnesia................... .................... t”
Carbonate of iron................................................ 1
Carbonate of manganese.................................
Silica.

Yours, etc.,
E. J. CHAPMAN.

School of Practical Science, 
Toronto, Oct. 4th, 1879.

A Half or Whole Bottle of
Marray & Lanman’s Florida Water mixed 
with the water of the bath is of great use 
to invalids and all delicate or nervous per
sons, as it revives and braces up the failing 
strength, and soothes the most irritable 
and nervous system.

C. E. Kyle, of Uxbridge, writes Oc
tober 3rd, 1870, and says “ I certify to 
the excellent qualities of Allen’s Long 
Balsam as a remedy for all diseases of the 
throat and lungs. I know it to be all itiS 
recommended to be.”

Bristol’s Sarsaparilla should 
be used in conjunction with the Pu-L; 
And the sick may rely upon it, where used 
together, aa directed on the cover, no 
disease can long resist the combined search
ing and healing powers of these two • K£-u 
REMEDIES.

gnnnal Exhibition of the No 
Agricultural Society.

Cessty and Township Exhlbitlj
NORTH YORK.

Hewmarket, Oct. 7.—Among thl 
agricultural societies throughout tj 
vince, there are few that rank so 1 
public estimation as the North Yd 
ciety, and, therefore, the annual fa] 
under its auspices is looked fori " 
with much interest, and partioip_ 
with much spirit and heartiness 
people from all parts of the county, 
association was formed twenty-on^ 
ago, Col. Beresford, of Whitchurch] 
the first President. Only two 
original officers are now living. 1 
ciety secured a small plot of land 
eastern part of the village, where thej 
their first show. As their finances ss[ 
substantial proportions, they en 
their show ground and erected a si 
able exhibition building, 80 x 120,1 
is considered to be a very fine on] 
country place. Last year they pur 
• portion of a farm adjoining the g_ 
and constructed a half mile track, ofl 
Newmarketers are justly proud, 
assessed value of the property is 4 
and it is clear of debt, with "
ception of a trifle owing on the 1_
chase, which will be cleared off as i 
possible.

THE ENTREES.
The number of entries has 

marked increase for the past half dJ 
years, from which it is judged f’1 
people of the county are taking i 
terest in local affairs, and not gil 
much attention to provincial and citf 
Last year the entries were 1,9001 
this year they are over 2,200, the id 
being principally in farm produce, | 
cheese, and live stock. The Societj 
this year $2,000 in prizes, and, as i 
til liabilities are covered, the surplu 
will go to increasing the list.

THE OPENING.
Newmarketers have ceased, for 

d^ys, to discuss the topography t_ 
country, in order that they may give 
undivided attention to the annual 
which opened to-day. As has beerf 
the entries are very numerous, an 
exhibition promises to be a great i 
Everyone is talking about the b^ 
weather, the like of which has not , 
been experienced at this season of thl 
All on the fair grounds to-day weiT 
spiring freely under a July sun and n 
iug on the “ very fine fall.” The Seer, 
office has been rehabilitated sind 
year, and he now occupies comfq 
quarters in a neat cottage erected f

œds. He was very busy all f 
J making up entries, mark 
distributing tickets, and receiving ™ 

eeveral of whom came from Toronto! 
sides of the enclosure are filled wf 
freshment booths ; but it is a remal 
fact that while last year, when the 1 
act was in force here, liquor couldl 
at all the booths, this year the stij 
drink dispensed over the numerous L 
cider. Exhibitors and the Society I 
cers were busy in the morning gettf 
tides into place in the Main buildii 
at noon a very fine exhibition was i 
to the public. It is impossible to sa. 
are the exhibitors, because all article 
a number which corresponds with a 
her in the secretary’s books. The j 
of the different exhibitors are not w 
on the cards, and every one is ignon 
them, save the secretary.

Ladies’ work.
The display of ladies’ and fancy y 

very fine, taking up an entire trails, 
the building. It comprises fancy and 
sewing, Berlin wool work, motto] 
sofa cushions, fancy covered chairs,
Sts and receivers, wall ornaments, si 
artificial and wax flowers. The ladid 
a deep interest in the collection, ai 
amine each article with a critical eye 
judges have a very difficult job 
them to say which piece of finery is T_ 
of a prize and which is not.

DAIRY AND FARM PRODUCTS. I 

There are fifty-two entries in the j 
department. The farm wives of t" 
of the country pride themselves . — 
quality of their butter, and, judging L 
nigh opinions expressed in regard! 
they are perfectly justified in so conf 
latiug themselves on their skill. The k 
is displayed in crocks and baskd 
tempting quantity. One of the * 
says that the display of butter is su- 
to that at the exhibition at Toronto,) 
in quality and quantity. For tn 
crock butter, Mr. John Cowiesc. 
Queens ville, took first prize : Mr. |
I lea cock, of King, second prize and 
Thomas Henry, of Whitchurch^ third 
In roll butter, Mr. W. B. Terry, of . 
Gwillimbury, took first prize ; Mr. ] 
Heacock, second and Mr. J. Cot 
third. In farmers’ cheese, Mr. 
Bruels, of Ringwood, secured first . 
Mr. Walter Scott, of King, second 
Mr. Peter De Greer, of Queens ville, 1 
For factory cheese, Mr. 0. S. Phillie 
Newmarket, won three prizes. The 
play of grain is considered very go 
entries being more numerous than * 
previous year. Those who are judge, 
that a finer display of field roots could 
be made. Turnips, beets and c 
of gigantic proportions, and potafc 
surprising size are shown in profk- 
The potato crop in this section this y| 
said to be far above expectations. * 

LADY DRIVERS.
The competion for the prizes for 

best pony driven by a lady took pL 
the hçrte ring during the afternoon, ail 
tracted a large number of spectatcri.l 
competitors appeared, and drove iihebf 
mais around the ring at a spirited 
From the begining it was seen that 
Henry Hulse, of the Royal Hotel, ! 
market, would capture first prize, 
pony she drove was an attractive i_
•f excellent action. She handle 
reins with such ease and skill as cal 
applause. Mrs. Morrison, of Auror 
also sat behind a fine looking beast,* 
drove well. The prizes were award! 
follows :—1st prize, Mr. Henry H| 
2nd prize, Mrs. G. Morrison, Aurora L 
prize, Mrs. Isaac Silver Queen s ville. 1 

THE GROUNDS ILLUMINATED.
Te-night the exhibition building > 

laminated and thrown open to visitu™ 
order that those who could not sparel 
tb visit the grounds during the day, 
have an opportunity of doing so.

SOUTH BRANT. 
Brantford, Oct. 7.—To-day 

first day of the Brant Southern fain 
hibition. The buildings are all filled! 
the grounds outside covered with all I 
of machinery. On account of the 
number of articles coming in all mo 
it was a difficult matter for the ma 
to get everything in their proper pL 
the time for opening. So far there w. 
few visitors to the grounds. The! 
probably waiting till Wednesday, T* 
o*y and Friday, which will be the ] 
pul days. There are about 6,000 < 
which is far ahead of last year. 1 
* number of farming implt
und engines to ran the different i 
on the grounds. If the weather con 
tine» there is no doubt but that the h 
©rn fair will be a great success in
w*y.

WILLOUGHBY TOWNSH. 
Chippawa, Oct. 7.—The Wilioi 

township Agricultural Society held 1 
•wnnsl fair to-day at the Willoughby 
fj~*> *bout four miles from Chippsi 
th yeet.*1Br was very fine, a good a 
“te fanning class turned out to 

«if stock and produce. Betwe 
**K hundred people were 

ffraunds. The show of horses was 
except those shown for styli 

A Mr. Baker exhibited a ten 
horses which weighed!

• Some very fine cattle were


