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E: 5 It" was a certain Friday evening in themselves the friends of the
April, 11909, I was passing a public| men. that men were heartily sick of
hall in one of our largest northern it all. They flocked to hear W. F.
outports. . The building was lighted, Coaker in something of the same spir-
the . evening was warm ‘and all the it as they had gone to hear others.
windows were open. It was evident But—they - left with the assurance
that -a public meeting of some sort that here was no imposter. Here was
i'as in progress and casting about a man felt felt,/who un-
myself for an explanation I remember-. derstood as they understood and who
- ! ed that Mr. W. F. (placed  before them t(he epportunity

who as they

Coaker was to ad-
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Coakerville: Harbor.

dress a meeting in that
night, in the interests of
men’s Protective Union.
Sire just then to enter
was not difficult to hear
side, so I went nearer
just out of curiosity. I
the eratorical
Robert Bond, I had been
the argumentative eloquence
Morine, but there: was

hall
the Fishe
I had no cde
the hail.
from the cut-
and listened
had enjoved
dispensations Sir

to realize a vision
held for many weary yvears of
and hardship; but a vision
owing to the increase of the
politica

der

had
toil
which,
social,
and commercial wrongs un-
which they groaned they ({elt
would never be realized. It was a
vision of independence, a vision of
rights for all. a vision of free-
It acknowledged the rights of
man to have a ‘soul of his own,

mehich they

of
swayed by egual
dom.

every
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Snap Shot taken off Grate's Pres. Coakor.

Ccve, August 1st, 1916, by
about the speech of the man I liste to think
to then, which I had never experien -«
before. There was a sincerity
it which needed no
there was su
about the remarks o the man tiat eroment, and
they needed no argument to impross that
them further. 1
in tlre hall, and for tho
tening to W. F.
packed with

himself. It
square deal,

held out to
a just re-
and permitted him
the affairs of his. gountry
promtion of gepd, clean, gov-
in furtherance of
men enrolled themselves as
members the F. P. and pledgod
the organization their active support
and co-operation. '
What happened in that settlement

for
man a
for his
werd in

lhnvy wyv e Py ~ 3 .
about ward toil;

cratory to gilad it; a

ch a calm .confiden the
SO
aim,
SOON

round i of
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The hall

save for the

Coaker.

men, yet,
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New F.P.U.

Motor Yacht.

vqxce cf the speaker, silence reigned that mght elght years ago has hap-
Wpreme What a contrast it was vitr pened since Tn hundreds. of others, in
the tumultous scenes I had ex-or-itne North, South and West of this
fenced at meetings in that hall, in the Island, until to-day the F. P. U. has
-’pll previous of 1908, and im . tiat over 250 local ccuncxls aggregating
Qame spring of 1909, For twe hours a membership of 22,500, with its &-
held ‘that audnenpe
nen had gone there out of ecurios ty in the country.
tad nothing more. So.many impost s orgamzatmn of its kind" the couq
appeared before . who cl:ur\‘d ha.s ever seen. Its sﬂoceu hu

1enal success.

{gone through ‘the darkest gays of our

spellbornd, ﬂuence felt in every electoral distlgct and
It is the great&sta_h )0

one’s

W. F. Coaker--‘The

fisher-:penomonal and one stops and asks one exception, was returned with an ‘It is presided -over by a big
self the question—What of the overwhelming vote, Mr. Coaker him-

organizer? What manner of man is lic? solf who contested the strongest out-

‘William- Ford Coaker needs no
troduction to many readers of
Advocate. He was born on the

Side of St. John's
1871, the son

in-

of the late William'

‘Ford of St. John’s.

{work; but later augmented his edu-
.cation by spending some time at the
/General Protestant Academy under
Principal Hancock, and at Bishop
Feild College under Professor Black- |
fall. At the age of 16 he was sent to
Herring Neck as the agent qf We-|
Dougall & Templeton and on tine dis-
solution of the firm some four vears
later Mr. Coaker bought out the busi-
ness, of which he was manrager. In
1895-he gave up his business at Hor-
ring Neck and went to live on a farm
{which he had cleared on an island in|
‘the mouth of Dildo Run,
ias -Coakerville. In 1897
iwent to Herring Neck
;operator and post master, but
Liberal Party being defeated at
polls Mr. Coaker lost his position

he
as Telegraph

the

and

went back to Coakerville. In 1950
went to Canada and worked om =a
sock farm at Panville. He returnod
to Newfoundland in the same yeor
In 1902 he became government oper-
ator at Lewisporte and late in the
same year was transférred to Port
Blandford, where he held the three
positions of opeéerator,. sub-coliector
andp ost master. In 1904 he resignced
those positions and in 1905 was at
Coakerville again; ‘where he remain-
ed until the furtherance of his plans
in connection with the developmeat

the B, P. U. nccessitated 1™ mov-
ing to St. John’s.

From the brief biographical sketch
given abovey it is apparent that Mr,
Coaker, previous to the organizaticn
of the F. P. U., had an experience of
‘men - and things, which must
have been of incalculable walué
to him in the great werk he has under-
taken and brought to such phenom-
: As a young man he¢ had
seen the greatest financial disasters
the. country ever witnesscd, he had

he

’(Joaklr of Twillingate and lemb(th | consequently
He left school at! formeéd the Umon Trading Co.
the early age of eleven and went to‘ﬁshcrmcn having full faith in

1
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port Tory distriet=~Bonavista—being

the returned vuth a vote.never before ac-
South corded dn) candidate in the country.
on October 1‘)1,11,,

The Constitution of .the Union al-
‘lowed for” commercial undertakings,
in 1911, Mr. Coaker
The
this
marvellous up

man, readily bought

‘chares and Union stores were - startec

ithe
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| Year,
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'\:md the TUnion Electric
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fthis towns of Bonavista,

history .

iioci,a] tmmnemial ‘and political.

Baw wharuat something was; and he

@eé hh!sm wm t:‘hanacteristic energy
5 ch cﬁn&ixon

etter conditi _5:1‘5} ‘ ﬁnﬂ'! ”ft‘i
ke owg -‘-**‘.en,riessntmves

~man". and “Patavon e

in fhe principal settlements. To-day
Union operates thirty-five cash
stores, which did a business this year
of $1,250,000; while fishermen  have
invested $300,000 in the Trading and
Zxport Companie Both Companies
will pay a ten per cent. dividend this
The F.P.U. itself has $20,000
funds accumuylated through dis-
on tea, tobacco and butter.
xport Co., formed in 1915, and
alized at §1,000.000, has for its
f)i‘jC(t the buying and exporting d:r-

ct, local fishery products of all-kinds,
vear President Coaker has estab-
lished additicnal Union compan-
Shipbuildirg (a.
Light and

in

PR
LWO

the Union
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W E. C OAI\ER M.H.A., PRESIDENT OF THE F.P.U.

’ower Co. The object is to operate
1at Port Union. Catalina, 'a ship-build-
vard, a marine dock and to light
Catalina and
Fhe Union Publishing Conid
pany, which was formed in 1911, noew
publishes at its printing office, three
newspapers, a morning, a2 evening
and a weekly Advocate. The Morn-
ing Advocate, which -only appeared
recently, has already become very
popular. The circulation of these
papers away and abdve that
others in the Colony.

It is the intentipn of the President
to have the Headquarters of the Union
activities at Port Union. Consequent-
ly in May of this year a start *was
made at construction’ work, and at

FHisten.

is of

_th’c recent .Convention the «delegates

were astonished at the progress al-
ready made. The premises and build-
ngs will be colossal. The breastwork
from which four piers will project
are 400 feet in length. The fish stores,
provision: and dry goods stores, a
pakery, & cooperage and dwelliny
houses -are all under construction.

Tie feélt that something was'The electric plant will be finished in
weong with the wholé order of thing. ,the summer of 1917, and then ship-

re, ; building * will begin in earnest.

The
Company has a small army of men
-employed this winter in getting tim-
beér of the best kind for the building
of vessels from 50 tons and upwards.
t The Union Tfading Company already
possesses two fire vessels, the “Hick-
-These vessels.
have been constantly- in use the past
year /‘eouyéﬁng freight - - for * Union

; m '%ﬂ;!rom Headquarters, and’

Msands of doﬂars

man, for
|W F. Coaker is pretigely that. A
'friend of mine who attended the re-
cent mammoth Convention at Cata-
lina, said to me the other day, “It was
an eye-opener. You may visit Coaker's
office in business hours day in and
day out, but you never sce the man
at his highest until you sece him at ihe
head of a body of men.” ”I‘ho
thought that = sirikes you then
“Here is- a leader of men.”
1l edly he is. His g=iant

overrules the whole. N n‘;m';:r.at thei
differences aund recognize
mon leader, their common
K recently he entered a
Hall. The men had some question
ask him.

is

their

They were perhaps a little

f

firet'
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persenality | a
r square
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iriend. At
crowded |
1(){
- friends.
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pamphlet, owith surprising quickncss
and vet. with TFémarkable acenracy. A
hard-working, energetic: man from
start to finrish, he has communicaiad
these qualities many of
ployeas. The columns of the
Rlwaps at his
frequently availed of.

clear
casily

to his ém-

Py

“Advo-

rato,” disposal, ave
les ave

read, are

Flis artic
when
the most illiter-
wrong-deing

and
understood by
He
absolute

and concise

ate. exposes With
challenges
acting on the

lightnir:z

fearlessness and

nyone anything not
He thinks with
His pen seems
from his brain,

or

Ol %

rapidity. oy

directly

to stick
and his w
bolts. He detests
He has few
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fall as thunder
and infidelity.
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cuiside the mass:
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said “Yes, we
there.” He.ds ‘the greatest represent-
ative of the people in the House to-
day. He is the best represenfative
Newfoundlander to-day. He
with,the masses. Swedenborg’s theory
may be all right after all. Perhaps
W. F. Coaker. sways the fishermen be-
cause they are, each one of them, a
little Coaker. “Be that as it may, he
has their universal an unbeunded
configence, 1 sa ‘(q(m

said to Ai recently:
never, uBdgasy

when things
His reply

“I al-
ways do my best for the crowd’”; and
the crowd knows it. When the his-
tory of this country is written by an
impartial pen, the name of W. F.
Coaker must occupy an important

“Are you

go wrong.” /as .

doubtful.

ahead with
hesitated. Finally so
“You speak first, Then
quest became general. He accedeq.
ascended the platform and spoke

two hours.
After it was over he

He asked them to go

their questions. They
me one saaiq

gir”

the re-

He elactrified the
said,
questicns.” The answel
additional =$3.000
Companies. He
sceptical. He is calmly
meets condjions in a proper s
business he is progressive,
and astute. No Qgpins ‘will

to get the best t@push his

your
imvested
reas:

tres e

confident

has
Colony.

Torward to Iie
faith in the future cof the
Henece his ccnfidence in the s

his enterprises.

SUCCeNS,

cf all the
the F.P.U,,

Holding the Presider
Companies affiliat d \'-th
he is necessarily a very busy
Yet he finds time for considerable
writing and the interests cf
stituents ara/never neglected’
at his desk from 8.30 a.m. +i11 6.20 n.m.
daily and often after tea. In the early
days of the Union he worked eighteea
hours daily. In business he ‘arrives
at .conclusions wyuickly. He
digest a conversation, a letter,

v{n'
man.

con-

He

wil
or

in_t(:‘rc::t then.
success, of |

a think

Barn at Coakerville.

understand hi
closely

"
out

m
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being impr

in word and acticn,

dislike his policy :
In the

cagerly

;w 1k

House
listened

ordinary ruocn  in

Ifouse. verything quiet
nolent. Members conuosite
Mr. Coaker rises,

instantly. as i

and soni-

dischzrged, House

bers present lecan foerward.

with the

place in its pages
the hearts of
and greatest

And what of

e lives to-day in
the masses as the surest
triend they've ever had.
the future? He faces {t
calm confidence that has al-
ways characterized him. He will suc-
ceced. He invites success by his very
confidene Again. the people are
with him, He changes very little. He
18 28 sing and as unaffected now as
met him in a seine boat
vears ago. And so we
Facing the future with the
glorious record of the past cight years

prevail and New-
better place fcer

ere
I first
at C——
leave him.

waen

ten

be a

dent- Coaker's Hoime at (ozi

AT 1

in from the lobbies. All s
He has done great good while in
the House. He goes to the bottom of
every thing. 1 should say he has
analytic-synthetic He

tions and cross questions severelv.

Ie wants the truth. He demards the

truth and he gets it. 1 was listening

to a heated debate in the House last
session with a friend who is not the
most ardent of Ccakerites. 1 <aid to
him after the dgbate: “Even if the

Union never comes to anything great-

er, or goes a step farther, don’t vou

we need W. F. Coaker?”

an

. brain. gues

He::
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us and ows children, socially, com-
politically as a result
surs.  When the votes are
the next election, the ccun-
atly disappointed {f the

wr., Coaker do not repre-
1ajority of the members of the
s ssembly, for political power
fortheoming if many of the
stands are to

mercially and

ARy & AN for
rcforms Le fo1

-onclusion, 1 invite py readers

(o unite with me in wiching ‘him a

harpy and Prosperous New Year and
‘em.

rany .- of

certainly need him,
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