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winston Churchlll gcored a “triumph ".in the
speech which he delivered in the House of Com-
mons, on the occasion of his- resxgnation from
the Cabinet—because of his failure to secure a
place on the new War Committee, which con-
sists ‘of “Mir;* Asquith, ‘Mr. “Balfour, Mr. ‘Eloyd]
George, Mr. McKenna, and Mr. Bonar Law. Mr.
Churehill’s speech was purely a defence of his
administration of the Admiralty, and while he
made brilliant use of his oppeortunity to vingi-
cate his rule, it must be remembered that it was
an ex parte statement upon which final judg-
ment eannot be prononunced:
Indeed; perhaps the criticism w‘hich Mr.
Churchill’s apologia brought forth from Mr. As-

quith, who paid a gemerous tribute to > Mr _

Churehill as “a wise counsellor; a brilhant vol-
league and a faithful friend,” yet regretted that
“he had said some things-that he had better
not have said, and omitted others, that must one
day be said,” in itself suggests that Mr. Church-~
ill was very far from achieving a “triumph.”
On the other hand great organs of the demoera-
cy and of Liberalism, such ag the Lo,ndon Nation,
the London Daily Néws, the Westminster Ga-
zette, and the British Weekly, have beén guite
frank in their criticisms of certain phases of
Mr. Churchill’s defence notably “with reference
to his indictment of Lord Fisher, then First Sea
Lord r)f the Admiralty, who s recogni"ed as
Britain’s greatest sailor:

Mr. Churchill’s apg@h olved itgelf, m the
main, into a spirited defence of the two guiding
aets of his rule as*“W&eMﬁ?J
With reference to the eprditlpn to . Antwerp
he acted in conformity with instructions of th*
War Council, and the policy of relief was not his
but that of the French Staff:and Lord Kitchener:|
In so far as this episode iis concerned, there
seems to be general agreement that his conduct
was, on the whole, thoroughly justified. ‘As for
the expedition to the Dardanelles, which is by
far the gravest matter, and overshadows all the
other. incidents of Mr.  Churchill’s administra-
tion at the Admiralty, there is not the same
willingness to acquit him. -Mr. Churchill him-
self admits that it was a ‘“gamble.”- The judg-
ment of the critics today seems to be that the
unsupported naval attack on the Straits was a
tragic blunder, for the reason that the naval
operations alone were hopeless, and .that.when
the real method of attack, by land and sea was
adopted, and the ‘“amphibious coup de main”
was made, after the failure of an attack by ships
alone, the golden opportunity of surprising the
enemy was lost, and Sir Ian Hamilton began his
undertaking under a grave handieap. On this
point-the London Daily News makes this point-
ed criticism, which perhaps sums up the impres-
sion which Mr., Churchill’s speech has left upon
the British public:

“It was in his statement of his views on

the morrow of March 18 that Mr. Churchill,|In the West the British and French h
we think, showed that his intrepidity is not|

subject to the teaching of experience. The
attack had failed disastrously;..it had failed
because, in the opinion of the gunnery ex-
perts, it was not possible to effectively bom-
bard the forts inside the Straits owing to the
difficulties of observation. Morever, the pre-
parations for the attack by land werc now far
advanced and everything pointed to the wis-
dom of delaying action until those prepara-
tions were complete. Yet in face of these facts

et Chlef. |

e

for public -opinion to sup-
port th'&t_ Gq‘ﬁ’étnm:ent from the wreckers

The. grava,men of Mr. Churchill’a oomplaint
against Lord Fisher, to whom at the same time,
enerous credit‘ for the marvellotm ac—

. ‘But, Mr Churehul was embarking
ona “gamble" of which Lord Fisher profoundly
disapproved. ~. Lord: Fisher’s side of the case is
yet to be heard. 'Mr. Churchill’s indictment of
the great Admiral’s naval policy was long. Lord
R,Fisher 8 reply was a masterpiece of its kind. It
was made the next day in the House of Lords
when' Lord Fisher quietly rose and in a speech
of only five sentences, said:

“*“Certain references were made to me in
‘a speech delivered yesterday by Mr. Churchill.
I have been sixty-one years in the service of
my. country, ‘and I leave my record in the
.hands of my countrymen. The Prime Minis-
. ter said yesterday that Mr. Churchill had said
one or two things which he had better not
have said, and that: he had necessarily 1eft
unsaid some’ ‘things, which will have to be
. .said I am content to wait. It is unfitting to
make personal explanations affecting nation-
al interests' when my country is in the midst
of a great war.”
Many things have since been written about
Mr, €hurchill’s speech, but the restraint impos-
ed upon himself by Lord Fisher, in’face of great
provocation, has i Ensely enhanced his pres-
tige and that is one eason why Mr. ‘Churchill’s
‘triumph” is not st}i?e&i as the cable: correspond-
nts reported. _h@vertheless, Mr. Churchill’s
speech is an intg y: huma _,dbemment and it
is‘a brilliant presentation o the' “ M,policy of
a. remarkable and_ bril
! withstanding ; that
“lll’sxbeﬂt-:tﬂ ads is ¢ gone
from the se of 8 ‘much stronger
man had he left someMgs unﬂﬁia his speech
givesus a clearer perspective of‘the naval opera-
tions during the»war and, is indeed, well worth
‘reading. % :

K FFE(‘TIVE “INACTIVI’I‘Y o

To the o }lnary qénlooker the war has
reached a depressing gage We hawe come to
realize fully the magnitude ‘of our undertaking.
W= have got rid of all the 1l1usxons which buoy-
ed so'rrany of us up with flattering expectations,
‘a year ago. We have learned to mistrus{ thor-
oughly the so-called “news’” with which we are
being served daily mainly through Berlin cha -
nels, and the “Northcliffe press.”

can only expect to know what is happening aftey
something has happened We understand at
last that conjectures ‘and telegraphic tales are,
alike vain as sources of instruction. It has,
therefore, become with us a matter of more or
less impatient waiting.

Fortunately, it is not a matter of cheerless,
much less of fearful or hopeless waiting. We,
have the certain assurance that all is going
well, and will continue (0 go well in general,
whatever special mishaps may be encountered.
e the
situation thorough-ly in hand There, they out-
number the Germans. in the. ratio of at least;
three to two. They are better armed and better
provisioned than their opponents. They have a

quite as well entrenched, and their morale
stands higher. When they decide to advance, |
they can do so. They are but biding their tlme
and completing their arrangements. They will!
make no future premature or futile attempts.
In the East, the Russians are steadily pres-

Mr. Churchill urged that the unsupported na-.

val attack should be resumed Apparently he

still believes that that course ought to have!the next half year. In preparation for the com-|

been followed. Perhaps we may ask whether
the final breach with Lord Fisher did not arise
on this point—whether it was not the deéter-
mination of Mr. Churchill to send the ships
into the Straits again that brought about the
rupture? If this is so, we think that Mr.

Churehill must accept an adverse verdiet from
the eountry. The experiment which Jie ad-
mits was to be only an experimeént had proved
a disastrous failure. It has proved a failure
because technical facts which admitted of no|
challenge ‘had. ‘shown it to e impossible. In

;8ing back the Germans Their climate is fight-
}mg and will continue to fight for them during

ing summer, they aré getting ready millions of
new soldiers, back of their lines, who may. be
expected to roll’down’like a Russian river tor-
rent in springtime -upon their foes. Already
they have been adequately uniformed and armed
Abundant suppliesof ammunition have been
provided for them. Guns and shells are being
heaped up by Russian and Japanese factories,
working at high-pressure. ‘New strategic rail-
‘ways are being built.. A great new port on the
Arctie- Gcean is being equipped which hereafter
will give Russia” all-the-year-round, ice-free

spite of that he sought to. repeat the experl-

oonmﬂn!eat!on wlth the outer world A double

~ jat last, seemingly got it into his head that it will

{'much 1

e a most yal

. tle Montenbgro is. being savagely as-
sailed but.at enormous cost and with very dis-
pmportlonate results. The King of Gteece has

not pay him to antagonize the Allies, and they
will continue to hold Saloniki as a naval and|.
mmtary base, directly ‘on the flank of the Ger-

which the Allies can rapidly and securely as-
semble forces which will constantly. threaée

and ultimately cut the German lines throligh
Bulgaria to Constantinople. ' The Germans can
never be comfortable for a moment-in their ad-
vance, and must always, feel the utmostx upcer=
tainty of being able to withdraw any amnes
which they may venture in that direction.

As to the many fairy tales which Germany
is getting published through the “Northeliffe
press” they may be disregarded. Germany can
afford neither men, money nor materials for any
congiderable aetivities in. the Near East. The
(Bulgars and Turks-do not trust or like one an-
other enough to co-operate successfully. =And
there is already some evidence that neither have
any great confidence in or love for the Germans.
Germany at Constantinople, will be situated very
much like an  Arctic or Antarctic explorer at
either Pole, the main question with whom neces-
sarily is ‘as to whether he will be able to get
back alive from it.

In Mesopotamia there has been a setback,
but nothing more as yet. A British expedition
which advanced with uninterrupted success,
during more than a year, over a five-hundred
mile desert, in 'spite of all the opposition that
the  Turks, officered by Germans, could offer, is
not likely to be overwhelmed by one reverse, or
finally turned aside from its objective.
British command ‘the Tigris-Euphrates River,
from their preséiit position to the Persian Gulf
They can obtain reinforcemep;s and. mppllesv

nich more easlly and quickly thap their oppon-| -
ents. They have-India at hand, by sea ‘and river
to draw.on for men and materials,

On the whole, it may safely be concluded
that, although the war’ has reached a tempo-
rarily undramatic point it has also attained a
safe Allied breathing stage for the winter. There
are not likely to be any striking operations un-
til the approach of summer, except, possibly,
from the direction of Russia. Until then;, we
must be patient, in well founded hope. After
that, we may expect to ‘‘see things happen.”

|

: England during t.he %st year instead of criti-

The |

._;shonldu: 'as'

{ that Britain is slow, but if she.is slow &

and never in history have we seen Britain not
ﬂniéhrﬁg what she onoe started.”’—Sir Wilfrid
Laurier at Montreal. o
e
“Although our Government has been weak
and procrastinatory in the Lusitania case,” says
the Boston Transeript, “we may be glad that it

is at least disposed to hit the Germans over. the y

Auatr(ans shoulders };'i‘hat is about what the

.. 8|,
out of the question.r We are closer to Germany ing,

The present letter ought to-convince the rulers
of Germany that things have changed consider-
ably in this country since last May, and that the
new resoluteness that has come into the Ameri- |
ean nation® has affected the positien .and utter-
ances of the government.” &
S e——
THE HARBOR OF!CHRISTMAS-TIDE.

Oh, the April blossoms were fair to see,
And the flowers of May were sweet,’

Ang the zéphyrs of June were all atune
When the wind went over the wheat.

Opal and amber and gold ‘and reéd
The trees of the forest swayed,

Till.the folded leaves were as withered sheaves
Where the wild northwester strayed.

Then December came, and an isle of calm
We found by the open fire,
For the wounds of life there was touch of balm
There was peace to the heart’s desire
As the children played and the mother sang
" That Christmas was drawing near, '
‘When the stars should blaze o’er the pearl of
days,
And the smile shine through the tear.

And this' was the song on ‘the mother s lips,

And this was her tender tune,

And this was the light that knew. no eclipse,
Clearer than sun or moon. :

For. who that would drink of the lovlng cup,
- And who that to God Would clfinb, '
Mugt unbar the door, and watch once more
For:the sign of the golden time.

Speed fast to the harbor of Christmas-tide,
To the haven of heart’s content,
Where the great white galleons safely ride,
Where the merriest thoughts are.sent.
Forget the hurt of the ancient grudge,
And the dark, depressing mood,
In the Christmas realm let love be judge,
In the world be only good.
—Le Couteulx Leader.

“
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REDNERSVILLE AND ALBURY
Don’t ﬁorg'et Rednersville’s enter-

' We have, |
properly, settled down to the conviction that - we;

marked superiority in guns and shells. They are | |

tainment held in the church
nighty, December 2bth

Miss Corola
Weese spent Sunday evening
Marie Weese

last week wita Vera MoMurter

Mr. Wm. Allisdn is seriously il |
but we aape for “a speedy recovery
{ Mr. and Mrs. Jgan Garbutt and |
| family spent Sunday at Mrs. Joba ly are
1Croluters \
| Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Brickman and |
Irene spent Sunday evening at Mr. Pc
"ter Deloa's at Center

Mr. aad Mrs. Clarence Russell and
family speat Wednesday with Mr, and ‘
Mrs, Charles Ferguson at  Roblin’s
Mitls ;

Mrs. Maoc. Allen of Madoc spent
tlast week with her mother, Mrs. Joo

We

Mr. Stephen Flu
load of cattle on M

We wish you a

eese,
Mrs. B. Bush has returned
after speading a couple of months x:n
Lleville. i |
Retta Brickmaa is spending a cou- | Gey, B, Roblin
le of weeks with her aun Mrs. C. |
p Leash at ‘Wooler = | Mr, end Mrs F.
Mr ,and Mrs. J. 8. Dempsey visited  the weekjend with
at Chérlie: Démpsey's on sSunday lison.
Mr. and Mrs. Edaw Brickman @nd  Mr. and Mrs. D.
| family speat Sunday evening witn
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Delong st Centor ‘D¢ Weekrend with
Many friends gathered at Albury Stafford, Belleville
church on Sunday.to paj their last: Mr and Mrs D.
reapeot to Mrs. Moore, wh~ ' passed ,at Wesley Coulter’
away on Friday morning. Mr. and Mrs
spent Sunday with

e — e,

Mr and Mrs.- Ra

CBAPMAN.

The rain which we had on Friday
Xmas took away our beautiful sleighing
Mr. Murney Graham’s entertained
Weese and Harold company on Sunday.
_with l We are all wearing broad smiles
| thewe: day$ as mast of the boys are |
Miss Lela Adams of ConSecon spent back for Chrfstmas. They are
look:m very hale and hearty.
intend ‘having & rink here
here again ‘this winter .
Masters Harry and Murney Blake-
visiting their grandparents, |
'Mn. and Mrs. James Adams.
All the people around are busy get-
ting ready for Christmas

We wish The Ontario staff a Mer-!
ry Christmas and a Happy New Yea.r‘

CENTRE.

home and ‘e Prosperous New Years

bunday evening with Mr.-and Mr&l

lWellmg{to-nan Thuteday ‘night

Miss Kathleep Jones 8 unable to
attend school on account of illness

Miss Cunningfam of -Pleasant Bay
1s staying with Mrs. W. Baird

Owing to the fact thdt Dr. Cobb
was oonfined to the house with a
cold there was mo service in the Eng-
lish church on Sunday

Miss Gilbert is having a closing con-
cert at the schdol on Wednesday af-
ternoon.

all |

Rev .Edwards will prcach a Xmas
'sermoy in our ¢hurch mext Sunday at
'10.30 a.m.
Miss Ruth Prymer is visiting her
sister Mnx. H. Pulver for afew days
Mr. and Mrs. L. Brickman and Au- |
drey called at E. Brickman’s on Sun-
day .
Merry Christmas l Mr. and Mrs. H. Sager and  Mis,
lSager sperit Sundey evening at Mr.
Iph Stafford spent | Ed. Alyea's .
Mr. and Mrs. Will Bush called
Mr Ray Fox’s on Sunday evening
Townsend pe.nt Mr. and Mrs. L. Brickman and Au-
‘Mr. and Mrs. Aj- | 4rey, My and Mrs James Brickmar,
and Mr and Mrs. Ehjah Brickman
M. Stafford spent itook tea ‘at’' Mr. Peter Delongs
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Bunday °
{ Miss Lula Rathbun spent the week-
end in this vicinity,
Mr, and Mrs. & Fox spent Sunday
at Mr, H. Rathbun’s
Mr. ‘‘and' Mrs. Everett Bnok.man,

ke shipped a car-
onday

at

on

W. Redner called
8 on Sunday.

Nelson - Parliament
fnend.s at Allisomn-

.ltrlctest propraety.
;secure a drink during . prgohibited

al .:wﬁons&nt ‘andis determined; she is inéx@rable’ earthly

End of London—dark, sq td
deserted ‘save' for flitting shado’
perhaps, on s{nister miss!o_n A

we were out to hunt down, if we M
luck;that night—a shadow. with blood:
sem-

‘panjon 'toldmewsquarrx’. mw
5o 40, be &t ome mgh ol et

he. sald. ang, &lki t-
led-me into the shelter of a Goor- .
way.. From a dark doorway: .dmm
the miserable street upon. which. our.
strained . eyes were. Dbent, pobplc
emerged now and. again: Men -and .
women, generally armlnarm The

‘must stop he‘l‘e,

‘Eien mostly: igilent; ‘and,.the wmgem A

lauxhlng and voluble:; Then, suiden-
ly, my eyes having becoms. accustome
ed to the dimness, I.saw a man, a o
woman appear. There was a swi %
shooting forth of a couple of sh..uo.....
the shriek of a woman, the ring nt
a revolver shot.

The shadow with the hlood on. ltl
hand—the man whko had been laugh-

+ing, drinking, dancing in: that night

clu~—was a criminal badly wanted by
the French police for the murder of
an old- woman shopkeeper  in the
Montmartre district of Paris. '*

Dens of Infamy

Theré¢ are over two thousand night
clubs in London—over a hundmd and .
fitty in one region of Sotio alone. The'
clubs vary in character. A féw are
respectable. The police have no com
plaints with regard to them. But thie
vast majority dln'er only from one ln-
other in’ the amount of crime and
vice ‘which has been tracked to their
doors.

When my detective friend describ-
ed them all as “dens,” he was’ spea&
ing of the ordinary nlght citib.* 'No
one who had ever been tndlde “the
palatial splendors ot some ot the

"| London “West Ena night clubs conld
‘.nooujuy :egard
* From twelve till" two in the morning

a8 “o:jdmi-y "

private 'motor' cars and taxis duw

’np at the imposing doorway, and uet

down their solitary passengers, t.helr
couples, or gay parties. Admission is
only to those who have qualified by
the payment of a stiff entrance fee.
with an equally stiff —early subscrip-
tion. But the member can; of course,
Introduce “fr‘ends.”

Everything is conducted with the
Gold would not

hours. There is no gambling. The

:women’s dresses and the dancing are
‘no more open to the charge of being

objectionable ~ than are the dresses
and the dances to be met with in
hundreds of ball rooms of the “smart
set.” The glare and glitter, the
music, the whirl of the dancers, the

'nuppers—until three o'clock—the de-

'tusion that “this is life” are the at-
tractions of the place. For the
“dens” one «has to search elsewhere.

The Other Side ¢

In a dingy foreign restaurant two
young fellows, obviously strangers te
Lopdon, have been dining. As they,
pay their bill, one asks theé ‘waiter
what there is particularly to be seen
in London at night. 'Thé'waiter reels:
off the names of theatres, music halls,
cinema shows. But they have ‘“done”
them already. ' - 5

“Ah! It is that you would likp to -
see something of thé real life?” he'
gﬂns. with & swift look round. ‘Then,
\bending his head and lowering his '
voice to a whisper, he adds: “You
would be the jolly dogs? - Well, I
can put you in the way. When you
go outside turn to the right, turn up
the third street, and knock—so”—he
raps on the table ‘with his knuckle—

{of number nine. It will
be opené {% you. Hand the door-
keeper mu.” He produced a dirty
scrap of cardboard. |

He pockets their tip and watches
them depart, wondering how much
they may have in their pockets—,

A WOMAN'S MESSAGE TO WOMEN,

If' you are troubled with weak,
.tired . feelings, - headache, backache,
bearing down . seusations, bladder
weakness, constipation, catarrhal
condi pain inthe sides regularly
or irregularly, bloating or unnatural
ments, sense -of fallng ormis-
placement of internal organs, ner-
vousness, desire to cry, palpitation,
hot flashes, dark rings under the eyes
or ‘a loss of interest in life, I invite
von to write and ask for my simple
method of home treatment, with ten
‘days’ trial entirely free and postpaid,
also references to Canadian ladies:
‘who ‘gladly tell how they have re-
galnedwhealumth :geém and hapm-
m W
‘Address: Mrs. M. Snnmm

Windeor, Ont.

:

ville,
———

HILLIER

Mr. Jack Campbell spent Sunday
with- ‘his sister. Mrs. C: Grant.

Mr. and Mrs: John Palme=, of
Cangeeon took tea with Mr. and Mrs.

. Lord Jast Saturday

Hase Helen Gilbert spent Sunday
with Miss* W, Foster

A npumber from  this village were
in Pictan and Trenton on Saturday
last,

Messrs,. F. ‘Hubbs and L Crandal |

were in Wellingiton Satirday bighr
Hm Janes 1is Vl&tﬂg her d{[uoh-
ten Mrs. W. A, Foster
Miss Mildred Thompson was

in

drove to Trenton on Monday,

We wish The Qutario staff a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Need a Laxative?

Don’t take a violent purgative. Right
the sluggish condition with the safe,
uegetahle remedy whu:h has held pub-

Largest Salo of Ay Medicine in the Woeld.
Sold everywhere.' In boxes, 25 cents.

what his accomplices at the night club
will make out of them. He sighs.
His friends at the night club are
scoundrels who invariably cheat him
out of the proper commission they,
should pay him on the spoil. - But,
at any rate, he will receivy his “dol-
lar a head”—the price agreed on for
every fresh victim lured to their’
toils.—Answers. ’ 1

It used to be illegal to charge mors
than . 40c. for a: hat in England’

The arms of Aldershot are an alder
‘tree and pyramidal heaps of shot.

Visiting cards made of sheet irom .
weére one of Baron Krupp's lpochl-




