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whigh you were plossed io open -the present Besgion, sadfir
htving called the Legislaiure at the most suitable senson to
tske into our consideration the afluirs of the Colony ; and your
‘Kxeellency may rely upon our best endeavours being dirceted
o promete the public welfare.’ . :

he Chairman then read the second
follows :—

* We have rzescn to be thankful to Divine Providence for
having blessed the labours of the husbaudman with the sbundant
fruits of the earth ; and for the seasonable weather with which
e has been enabled to gather in the harveat; and it is gratify-
ing o learn that the Revenue for the past yesr exceeds in
amount that of the previous year.™

And, on his putiiog the yuestion thereon—

Mr. H HAVILAND rose and said, he could not exsetly
concur in all that was expressed in that paragreph. 1i might be
that he.was mora acrupulous or conscientious than usual; bul
it certainly did appear to him that ihe ténor of the paragraph
wae not just ; and slthough be hud nol consulled with any of
the hon. members with whom he ususlly voted, hie could not, in
jostice to himself, forbear to state his objeclions to'it. The
Address itesif, taken altogether, was & complete novelty of the

. kind—g wonderful connexion of words duly arranged without
weaning——ol all meaningless speeches he had ever hesyd it
was the most unmeaning. As was once said by a celebrated

© member of the bar of this Island, with reference to a gimilar
‘emanstion, it was vox el praterea nihil, or, us he liberally ex-
plained it, nothing duz wind. [t was possible, coniended the
hion. and learped member, that the sbsence of all nodice, in the
SBpeech, of meassurea coniemplated by the Gavernment, might

- procged from & desire, on the part of the-framers of ir, not pre-
matafely to excite slerm on that score ; but, neventueless, it
was certainly remarkable that the Speech was so little in ac-

'pareg.raph,- which is 48

cordance with what the party in power had sostrongly insisted, |

before the introduction of Responsible Govermment, shounid
eharacterize such productions, and which they had so ofien da-
clared would characterize them, when cace that form of Govern-
meunt should be established in the Colony. -It contained no in-
timation of apy contemplated measire—it pointed out nothing
to be done, and afforded no clue whatever as t¢ what was to be
the ministerial policy of the day; and yet the reading of the
Speech to the House had no aooner been concluded than a Bill
rolating to.2-question of a most important nature was intreduced
by the Houn. Colonial Becrelary—a messure concerning which,
notwithstanding its great impertance, not ope word was said in
the Speech. With respect to that measure and the mode in
- which it 'had been introduced, it would almost seem that the
Hon. Colonial Secretary had calculated that by taking the
Houase by aurprise he should secure » victory. = As to the opinion
expressed, in the paragraph under considerstion, concerning
the late harvest, his awn did not fully coincide with ite He
could not agree that the harvest was one of extraordinary
abundance. It wae still a question whether, afier the axports
of produce which had beer already made, there would be
mu%h' for the supply of our own wants. The number of
haavily grain-laden sleighs which had, day afier dsy, been seen
in Charlottetown afforded no proof of the abundsnce of the
late harvest ; they might rather
and necessities of the farmers. Some farmers, besides, may
have bad sbundant crops, whilst more may have had very poor

“ones. For these reasons he could not eupport the sentiment of -

the paragraph as expressed concerning the sbundance of the
hagvest ; for it asserted more than had been, or could yet be,
proved to be true. With respect to the Revenue it might be
aaid, * the proof of the puddipg is in the eating of it.”” The
Revenue of the gast year might be £45,000, but if the expen-
diture were £50,000, the facts would not be such as they could
congratulate the country upon,  The Hon. Colonial Secretary
and the Hon, Treasver might bave derived some benzfit from
_ it; but the country had positively derived none. If the reports
songerging the amount of the Revenue, as compared with the ex-
xpenditire, were true, there was anything but reason for con-
: ‘_lixl,’l_i;'ng the country npon that score, and what was said, in
‘the Speech, abont the Revenues excesding in amount that of
the previoos yesr was only a Jawyer’s quibble.  If the Govern-
- ment' gould have congratniated the country, as Sir Alexander
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be a proof of the indebiedness:

“Bannsrw.an had intely done the peaple of Newfonpdlznd, ups
a surplus of Revenue.in the chest, they would bave had sowe-
thing to boast of. But ss it waw, large us the Revenue had
‘been, the country had derived no beneflt from it.  The Npeech
was mesgre in another respect; it .made ns mention of the
Mynicipal Corporations and the Bosrd of Werks Bill, 16 which
their aitention, in the Speech st the opening of the.last Session,
had been called with so much powsp and circumstance ; and for
not aving psssed which, they were somewhat sharply repri.
manded, in the 8peech with which the Session was closad.
When the manner in which those Bills had been at fivst brought
under their notice, and the importance which weas stsched to
them, were congiderad, it cerlainly was & mntter of surprise thst
the present Speech did not contain their epliaphs.  Well might
these Hills be supposed to cull from their graves, * U save us
from our friends!” The framers, the fathers of these Bills,
would, on contemplating their fate, one might bave thought,
have had some reason to assign for it in the Speech. or have
deemed it right to express thérein sume regret for the darkoess
of the country which wonld not cnsble them to seze snd ap-
preciste the benefits which would arise o then froun the adaption
of these famous measures. If the Hon. Colenial Sceretary .
suzgested the Speech, we may fancy he had been reading
endeavouring to carry inte practice the opinion of n cele-
brated French politician, that words were gives 1o us a mesns
whereby to conces] our thoughts and intentions ; and &s a sug-
cessful piece of compnsition in that line, tho Speach was wornhy
of being placed in a gilt frame and bung sbove the Masgna
Chara. ; -

‘Mr. YEO. The (Governor had certaihly been mis'ed, by his
advisers, concerning the amount ahd quality of the fute harvest,
Had His Excellency been through the country, and been sble.
to draw his conclusions concerning it from his own persoasf
observations, as he, Mr. Yeo, had been, he would no$, by any
menns, have characterized the harvest ss one remarkable for
its abundance. The truth, on the contrary, was, that slmost
every man who had had persona! opportinities of judging of the
veal facts, knew that, as respected both oats and wheat generally, -
the creps had failed, and that the potaioes were positively
rotten, He did not accuse His Excellency of any wilfol
misrepresentation ; but to him {Mr Yeo) it was clear he had
been fed astray by his ministry ; for it waa & fuct that for every
lot in which the crops were good, there were five in which they
were bad. o K

Hon. COLONITAL SECRETARY.-~His Execliency most
certainly had not been aware of the poverty-stricken state of
the hon. member’s { Mr, Yeo’s) immediate section of the country,
or perhaps he might somewhat have modified his language
coneerning the abundance of the harvest. As tu the potatoe
crop upoun the whole, it wus a well ascertained fact that it was
# most abundant one-—~more abundant than that of any previovs
year. [t was indeed true that with respect to some which hnd
been sent to markeét it had proved a faijure ; but that could not.be
helped. He had not heard that there was any scarcity of oats,
unless in some places in which they had failed in the apring.
Some farmera had been so unfortunute as to have procured bad
seed, and, on that account slone, they had had: 1o sow a second
‘time. As for the wheat it was certnin that wherever it had not
been sowed until June, the return had been an abundant one ;
and as for the barley, the produce was double what it had ever -
been. known to be before, - The wheat, throughout the Island
was abundant in quantity and good in quality, never better in
fact, where the farmers had been wise enough to be counselled and
guided by the advice and practice of scientific agriculturiats,
and had not sown until June ; but where farmers had chosen to
pled on in the old way, the wheat had been desttoyed by the
-weevil as usual ; still, however, even they had had larger crops
than - they hsd had for many years before. [{Hon. Mr
Montgomery. Not st New London.] Perhaps not; for they
were there too wise to learn from the practice and experience
of others ; the leasons of science were addressod to them in
vitin, for they would not listen to them. The wheat, after Juge,
grew luxuriantly; and filled well, and the harvest was daybtiess
abundant ; and it was the bounden duty of the representatives.

of the people thankfully to acknowledge ir.  OF the last years
,prpduc‘e, it wae'a fuct that there bad -already been sent out of



