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THE RAILWAY WÀR

The contest between the Toronto; Grey & 
Bruce and the Wellington, Grey & Bruce 
Railway Companies, as to which shall get a 
l»onus from the County of Bruce, has been 
waged with great ability by the representa
tives of the tWo rivals. Deputation after 
deputation has gone into the County and ar
gued the merits of the reaiiective projects 
l>efore the people themselves. Sometimes 
one party has achieved a triumph, and ag tin

. ■ v

the other has conic off victorious, at public 
meeting*. The real contestants are the cities 
of Toronto amKUaiuilton, .and from their 
coniines have gone forth the deputations 
whose speeches, successrs and failures have 
been duly chronicled in the daily press 
The territiiry whose trade is sought by the 
rival interests lies between the Northern 
Railway and the Qrand Trunk, having an 
area of 0,800 square miles of fanning 
country. It is expected, of course, that 
much larger territory will be tapped, but the 
extent specified will lie directly served. The 
Toronto Company (proposes to run its line 
(almut '300 miles) te Orangeville, thence 
tlimugh Arthur to Mount Forest and Southh
ampton, with branches to Owen Sound anti 
Kincardine. Bonuses to the amount of 
$423,000 have been voted by various munici
palities, and $300,000 of stock has been 
subscribed for by some of the leading mer
chants and capitalists of Toronto, not to 
speak pf outsiders, such as Mr. Brydges, Mr 
King, etc. The City of Toronto granted 

5(^000 in aid of the undertaking. The 
Wellington, Grey & Bruce is the senior of 
the two rivals (it was incorporated in 1864\ 
but its inactivity left the way open for the 
Toronto Company, and thus excited the 
competition‘which has since sprung up for 
the assistance of the municipalities interested 
in obtaining railway facilities. The chief 
promoters of the Wellington.Company are 
Hamilton men, and the City of Hamilton 
gîlve it -a lx in us of $112,000 in Great West
ern Railway stock. Its proposed route is 
from Guelph to Fergus, Walker ton and some 
point on Lake Huron. In June, 1868, it, 
professed to have 8300,000 of stock subscrib
ed and ten per cent. paid.

The Great Western Railway connects Hamil
ton with Guelph and .the (Grand Trunk con 
nects Guelph with Toronto. The Great 
Western’s interests, of course, are identical 
with those of the Wellington Company, while 
the Grand Trunk is not so directly concerned 
for the Toronto Company, inasmuch as-the 
latter is intended to be an independent 
through line to Toronto. The Great West
ern exjiects to get, at Guelph, the business 
collected' by the Wellington Company, and 
bring it into Hamilton. The Toronto com
pany desire to carry, directly through to To
ronto the business of* the territory to be 
served.

The County of Bruce is wooed by the 
rival companies, and so far the Wellington 
Company seems tohaVc won the greater share 
if affection. In fact, a by-Law granting a 
bonus of 8200,000 to that company has been 
carried in Council, and will be submitted for 
the approval of the people on Nov. 2nd. The 
Torofito Company asks 1 truce not to Le in

too great a hntry with a bonus but to wait 
until a railway has been built to their county 
line, and then let the moat worthy Company 
be the recipient of the favor sought.

It now sppears that there is some question 
as to the stock of the Wellington Company. 
The charter provided for a subscription of 
stock to the amount of $300,000, and tha 
payment of ten per cent down, before the 
work should be commenced. The work has 
been commenced and about three quarters of 
the road between Guelph and Flora (13 miles) 
has been graded. The village of Flora had 
granted a bonus of $10,000 to the Company, 
and lately on the certificate of the company’s 
engineers $5,000 of debentures were handed 
over by the Reeve. It is now stated that 
the road to Flora was not graded, or com
pleted, and therefore, that the condition on 
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illegal. But objection does not stop here. 
It is asserted that there was no bond fide sub
scription of the $300,000 which professedly 
had been obtained ; that the subscription 
list is filled with fictitious and irresponsible 
names ; that the ten per cent payment was 1 
raised by contribution among interested 
parties other than actual shareholders. Mr. 
Fraser, Reeve of Flora, is blamed for handing 
over the delientures. He is a director in the 
Wellington Company, and it is charged that 
he holds little stock, while a Convenient shop- " 
man of his has $18,000. The way the ten per 
cent of this $18,000 was paid is thus ex
plained. A Mr. Hamilton subscribed for 
8100 of stock and paid the^aniount, receiving 
the foliowring receipt :

which the debentures were to be transferred, 
not being compliW with, such transfer was

“ Hamilton, 8th June, 1867..
“ Received from Hugh Hamilton the sum 

of one hundred dollars, being the amount of 
his contribution to the fund subscribed for 
the puqiose of paying ten per cent, on $300,- 
000 of stock in the Wellington, Grey and 
Bruce Railway, which he desires may be ap
plied as follows :—$10 to the stock subscribed 
>y hitu, and $90 on John Hatfner’s stock, in 

the diredtiyfi of us, the undersigned trustees, 
named aVthe meeting of the subscribers on 
the 7th instant. (Signed.) 1 D. Mclnnes, 
John Ferrie, Geo. L. Burton, J. Brown, 
Matthew Leggatt,”

This was accompanied by the following ac
knowledgement :4-

“ I hereby acknowledge to have received, 
by way of advance or loan, from Hugh Ham
ilton, the sum of ninety dollars, to enable me 
to pay the ten per cent, upon $900 stock sub
scribed for by me in the Wellington, Grey 
and Bruce Railway Company ; and I hereby 
charge, and agree to charge, the said stock 
with such advance, and have given an order 
to the said Hugh Hamilton upon! the direct
ors of the company to receive back the said 
money, or such proportion thereof as may 
not lie required in preliminary expenses, in 
the cVciVl feif a sum Kuilicien^ in the judg
ment of the directors to ensure the cotuple-I ’ aT
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