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To Zion's Watchmen !
BY THE REV. CHARLES WESLEY, M, A,

« ] have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem,
which shall never hold their peace day pnor night: Ye
that make mestion of the Lord,” (or, Ye that are the
Lord « remem!rancers, —margin,) “ keep not silence, and

ve Him no rest, till He establish, and till He make
f,,—,.u;em a praise in the earth. "—lsa. lxii, 6, 7

LL aloud on JESU'S name,

‘tchmen of Jerusalem !

Ye that by our Logp’s command,

On her ruin’d rampart stand,

Day and night your care express,

Never, never hold your peace—-

For a gracious answer cry,

U'rge your Saviour to reply.

Well maintain the post assign'd,
Put your faithful Gop in mind,
Instantly the promise plead,
I'ill the word of grace proceed ;
Never suffer Him to rest,
Till He answer your request ;

" Till our Zion He repair,
Fix his constant presence there.

Set for this if, Lorp, I am,
Let me now the promise claim ;
Let my faithful brethren join,
All remembrancers Divine ;
All who Zion’s burden bear,
Join ye in the fervent prayer,

 ration is particularly exposed

; and the con-
templation of its wants, resulting in well-
directed movements for its benefit, must be

‘a profitable employment for the Christian

moralist. Inheriting, as our youth do, the
accumulated experience of all past ages, and
more especialiy those stores of knowledge
which the wifdom and the wealth of the
iast few ~enturies have brought together,
their obligations are superior to those of any
of their predecessors. To them belongs the
duty of carrying out those schemes of phi-
lanthropy which their forefathers set in ope-
ration, and of increasing their ¢fficiency and
i their numbers. Tovo much, then, cannot be
| done to qualify them for their high vocation
| —to enlighten their minds, direct their zeal,
and guard them against those temptations

| which on ewery side beset them.

It affords one of the best signs of the times,

| that young men are beginning to take a
| deep interest in one unother’s welfare ; ana
the evidence which such Associations as the

present furnish of a growing desire to be

| guided by the counsel of the Lord, and to
| seek their enjoyment in “wisdom’s ways,”
is peculiarly pleasing. By the introduction,

| therefore, of a few observations upon the | one distinguished champion of philumlgrom‘ !

| dangers to which young men are liable in
| large towns and cities, we feel persuaded
{ that our remarks will be not mnore in accord-
|ance with the necessities of the case, than

| the world's existence, and while surrounded
| by the enlightening and ennobling influences

of Christianity, to think of schooling our-

selves in virtue, by those representations of

vice and crime which are made upon the

modern stage! In order to set off the ex-
i cellence of justice and truth, there must be
| a full exhibition of the most disgraceful con-
| duct.
i wise be tame and uninteresting, there. must
| be a large infusion of obscene gestures and
| profane language. And such being ths fact,

Low can the human mind be profited and
| improved by these scenes? It is ad irre-
| versible law of our being, that whatever
| we come into contact with, exerts an assimi-
| lating influence upon us.
| tarily familiarize ourselves with what is

| vicious and detestable, we shall soon adquire |

| the same character. The effect of the drama
| must be demoralizing, because there is a

i preponderance of wickedness in it, and the |
few threadbare sentiments of honour and |

| beauty which remain, will offer but a feeble
| resistance to its natural operation. . Nor
{18 this mere theory. Never has the crowd
|of play-actors and of play-goers produced

—never one specimen of religious worth.
On the contrary, such persons are generally
regarded as being loose in principle, and

To give a zest to what would other- |

If then we volun-

was that of dissimulation. The reai amia-
bility of disposition, and agreeabieness of
manners, which thousands exhibit who never
trod the ball-room, demonstrate that it 1s

quite unnecessary to the fermation of polite- |

ness—and we must conelude that to be
trained by “the meekness and gentleness
of Christ,” is as much a better as it is a
safer method of attaining whatever in this
respect is excellent.

But sometimes the word of God is dragged
into this controversy—as if those dancers
were doing their best to walk according to

its precepts, or as if it commanded what |
In the Scriptures, |

reference is made to two distinct kinds of

reason itself forbids.

dancing—the one a religious exercise; the
other a worldly diversion.

that we * leap for joy.”

Of the former |
nothing now remains, for apiritual emotions | not inappropriately termed, “ liquid fire, and |
seldom rise so high in our experience as|distilled damnation,” an attempt is wade to
Of the latter, which | complete the wreck of public virtue and hap-
leads to our present remarks, it is worthy | piness.
of notice that the mingling of both sexes, which a torrent of impiety is poured out |
which is so common in modern dances, was | upon our population, and especially upon
unknown to the Jews; unless a precedent | our youth.

And the youth who has forgotten or
thrown away parental restraint—who keeps
late hours, attends dissipating performances
and chooses for his associates the very dregs
uf society, will be glad to drown remorse,
and to fortify himself in crime, with the in-
toxicating draught. So well understood is
| the connection of the one vice, with the
other, that a large class of persons turn it
into a business arrargement. Hence on the
one hand we have the low drinking dens,
with their card parties, and strolling musi-
|cians, and dancing rooms, to attract the
poorer classes, and add degradation to their |
poverty ; and on the other are th2 gay and |
glittering saloons, where with piano and
| song, and billiards and bowls, and the deli-
cacies of the season, and what Robert Hall

These are the flood gates through

For the undermining of moral-

may be found in the scene of idolatrous cor- | ity, and for the promotion of every crime |
fusion and madness when the chiidren of | which can blacken the human character, we |

| of a calf.

but in separate rooms.

Israelhowed themselves before the image|know of no apparatus so skilfully construct-!
Even with the ancient heathens | ed, or so successfully applied, a< the musi

men and women never danced together, | cal, gaming, and drinking saloons so common
This was ulways | ib our large towns and cities.

dissipated in practice. It would be anything | observed in Greece, and for several ages at | that you sbould take fire in your bosom, |

Better far,

Correspondence of the Christian Advooste snd Jourosl

Letter from Europe.

RELIGION IN GERMANY—NO. L.

Mg. EpiTOR,—Germany is dear to Ame-
rica for the Reformation. Her subsequent
religious history is full of striking, ol ano-
malous lessons. I propose to review some
of its principal pbases. They have been
extremely interesting to me. To not only

the thousands of German Christians among |

us. but to the Christian pablic in general,

they can hardly fail to be equally interest-

ing. The prelate Kappt presented at the
late Evangelical-Alliance meeting, in Paris,
the data for such a review.

liable resume of the subject.

Let us first look a littie inte.the past of |

the German Church. The decline of the
Reformation is the great fact that presents
itself in this retrospect. Kappt declares
that for half a century the greatest princes,

thinkers, and poets of the country have |

rendered a homage to Rationalism which
can only be compared to ancient Paganism,
though perhaps a little more refined—plac-
ing Christ by the side, or not much above
Zoroaster, Socrates, and Seneca. What

Festus said to Paul may be truly applied to |

Germany, ** Much learning hath made thee
mad.” Their philosophical pursuits and

I avail myselt|
of his aid to give a comprehensive and re-|

of Wittembery kept their faith warm by
their steady ndherence to their local usages,
aud by numerous small assemblies, which
found support in the Brudergemeinde, »u
, important religious fraternity which reu
| dered an emphatic testimony of the salutary
"influences of Clristianity upon moraly,
traternity, and intellectual culture and su:
cess.

The influence of Rationalism on scienca
was lamentable indeed ; but that which bore
| most directly upon the lite- of the people
was its influence on the course of public
instruction. The more the Church was_
humbled the prouder arose - the och_ollaln
cism of the times, asserting its mission (o
spread that which the degenerate Church
declared was the only thing necessary, vis,
intellectual culture. This immense advan-
| tage was to be immediately diffused through-
out the entire nation. A certain set of
| writers became the fashion, such as Rous
| seau, Pestalozzi, Dinter, and others, who
| deny the doctrines of original sin, redemp-
tion through Jesus Christ, and regeneration
[ by the Holy Spirit.  They taught that the
| natural goodness in all men is only to have
its outward manifestation, instead of being
created within by the power of Christianity.
This erroneous opinion of Pestalozzi, a man
| whose character was in all respects a noble
one, was imposed by government upon all
public instructors. The happiness which
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Edified in perfect love.

Jesus, Head and Lord of all !
Answer to our midnight call ;
Onr Jerusalem repair,

Build again thy house of prayer :
Now thy ancient wonders show,
Raise a glorious church below ;
Zion from her ruins raise,

Spread throughout the earth her

prnise.

Spread throaghout the earth Thine own,
Fully by thy people known ;

Let us with thy lustre shine, |
Pillers in the dome Divine.
Master of the building art,
Stablish every faithtul heart ;
Fimish Thy great work of grace,
Perfect us in holiness,

How 0ld Art Tnou'! |

!

Co. mot thy days that have idly flown, i

The years that were vainly spent, ;

Nor speak of the hours thou must blush to own, |

When thy spirit stands before the throne,
‘I'o account for the talents lent,

But number the hours redeemed from sin, |

The moments employed for Heaven :
O ! few and evil thy days have been,
Thy life a toilsome and worthless scene,

For a nobler purpose given.

Will the shade go back on thy dial plate ?
Wil thy sun stand still on his way ?

Both hasten on and thy spirit’s fate
Rests on the point of life’s little date :
Then live while ’tis called to-day.

Life’'s waning hours, like the sibyl's page,

As they lessen, in value rise, [age
O! arouse thee and live; nor deem that man's
Stands in the length of his pilgrimage,

But in days that are truly wise,

The Dangers to which Young
Men are Peculiarly Exposed
1.1 large Towns and Cities.

A LECTURE,

Delivered before the Young Men's Christian
Association, of St. John, N. B.,

BY THE REV. CITARLES STEWART. |
The security of the Christian Church was

whose inspiration was Divine. They saw
indeed how political changes would for a
time convulse the world, and wars deluge
it with confusion and misery, but they also
beheld *{the kingdom, and dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven, finally given to the people of the
saints of the MostHigh.” ¢ Look uponZion,”
said that prophet whose vivid perceptions and
luminous descriptions of Messiah's reign,
have procured for him the title of Kvan-
gelical, * Look upon Zion, the city of our
solemnities: thine eyes shall behold Jeru-
salem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that
shall not be taken down: not one of the
stakes thereof shall ever be removed, nei-
ther shall any of the cords thereof be brok-
en.” - And again, “ Violence shall no more
be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruc-
tion within thy porders : but thou shalt cali
thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.”

Under the circumstances so foretold, it is
our privilege to live. Already the kingdom
of peace is established, while by the procla-
mation of truth and righteousness, the Chu.rch
has in many instances vunquishefl iniquity,
and uprooted 0ppres.~ion. At lhl.ﬂ .vpresen(
time her tranquility affords a striking con-
trast to the turbulence of general society;
and is at opce a monument of the power of
her Redeemer, and a pledge of His univer-
sal dominion over the nations.

Yet we may not imagine that the hour of
her trial has passed away, or that her war-
fare has been for ever accomplished. From
no principle, either contained in the record
of her faith, or evolved by the events of her
history, can we conclude that to be under
ner muuunu_e is 1o be free from danger. or
that the being numbered among her chil-
dren is a sufficient guarantee for our safety.
Though the cause of (304 and that of His
peoplle are n'lui(‘!y" connected, yet they are
not identical.  The former may be emi-
nently prosperous, when the condition of

the latter is one of more than ordinary peril. fentertainment is fashionable, and the popu- |

Nay, this is to be e-;(pucled. as a natural
result of that prosperity.  Opposition from
beneath will thus be provoked, and Satan
will strive to plant his seat close by the
temple of God.

In modern large towns and cities there
always exists a religious element, which is
potgnt at ongce to attract and bless the mul.

t rent.

| with the wishes of this audience.

For the sake of order, we may arrange
our subject under the respective ideas of our
social condition, our commerce,and theology.

We begin with the dangers pertaining to
our social condition, forasmuch as we are

{ not only first and most frequently exposed |

to them, but they insidiously affect the for-
mation of character.

That we are endowed with social disposi-
tions, and can derive much happiness from
their exercise is valid proof that they are
intended for our bengfit. Nevertheless there
is no good quality which the Creator has
bestowed upon us but is liable to abuse,
and .through the perversion of the human
heart hothing else is to be expected, unless
in those cases where His love has renewed
the affections, and where it continues to re-
gulate the whole conduct. We are formed
for converse, and we delight in friendship,
but except our associates be pious, their
tellowship must be injurious. In the consti-
tution of families, the design of Providence
that our social enjoyments should primarily
belong to the domestic circle, becomes appa-

tionship, and reciprocal advantages, are
based the purest pleasures of familiar inter-
course, and of stroug affection. Here, the

| vivacity of childhood, the solidity of riper
| years,

and the maturity of age, sweetly
harmonize. Listening youth receives with
lively satisfaction the instructions of well
earned experience, while new joys spring
up in the hreast of him who perceives in his
pupils the spirit of attention and humble
obedience. But unhappily these sources of
enjoyment are too often neglected by the
vain and headstrong, who greatly prefer the
frivolous and hurtful pursuits of their equals
or inferiors. And in an artificial state (
society, such as is found in large towns, the
situation of young men in this respect is
doubly hazardous.
seclusion of a rustic habitation for the inces-
sant turmoil of a professional life, and have
exchanged the comforts of a happy home,
fer the mere shelter of a public boarding
house.
the dupes of wicked companions; or if led
along by the follies of the world, they should
fall into the power of those human harpies,
who feed upon the vitals of their prey?

A very fruitful source of evil in the pre-
sent day is found in Public Amusements.
To young men, assemblies for the express
purpose of pleasure are pecvliarly fascinat-
ing. When the labours of the day are
ended, the jaded powers of both body and
mind require gecreation. But the grand
rule of nature in such cases is that the pro-
per exercise of one faculty, should succeed
that of another, 20 that by alternate action,
strength and tone may be acquired by the
whole system. The recreation of the toil-
worn mechanic, or of the mental labourer
in our stores and offices, should consist in
intellectual pursuits, and religious engage-
ments. This is also the more necessary
because the greater part of their time is
absorbed in the gross employments of earth,
and their opportunities for self-improvement
are conscquently much limited.

But do our public amusements contribute
to this end?  Far otherwise.
subserving, they oppose our best interests—
they injure rather than repair—they ruin
rather than rebuild our energies.

A strong presumption against them arises
from their striking resemblance to the diver-
sions of the dark ages, and of the Pagan
nations. If bull-fighting and bear-baiting
are no longer practised among us, yet gladi-
atorial combats—or in modern phraseology
—the art of self-defence, is still tolerated,
and, to our shame be it spoken, has in our
own city within the last tew weeks been not
only patronised, but by the public press
highly recommended. Are our young men
then to spend their leisure hours in learning
the “ un-manly art” of fighting? Ought
they to degrade themselves beneath the un-
tamed beasts of the forest, who never quar-
rel without cause ? Shall we counsel them
to beat and bruise each other, or to take de-
light in such horrid spectacles? ¢ Instru-
ments of cruelty are in their habitations.
0! my soul, come not thou into their secret ;
unto their assembly, mine honour, be not
thou united.”

Occasionally, too, Theatricals solicit a
share of public. favour, and receive it.—
Among the upper classes of society, this

lace are but too ready to copy after their
example. )

Among the nations who were not privi-
leged with the light of Revelation, and be-
fore the art of printing furnished the means
for perpetuating and diffusing national his-
tory, the drama might be advantageous as a
state instrument, as conducing to patriotism

titude, aud to raise the’ standard of public
morals. But there also the enemy, galled
by the defeat of his purposes, and the loss
of his subjects, strives with uncommon ear-
vestness to gain an ascendancy. His agents
are stimulated, his snares are multiplied and
baited in the most seductive manner, with

- the pleasures of sin, and though unseen, as
the prowling lion he himself walketh about,
“eeking whom he may devour.

and martial ardour ; yet, even then, it was
never reckoned upon as an appropriate
agency for the culture and dissemination of
a sound morality. Such never was, and
never can be, its tendency. On the contra-
ry, ancient historians agree in ascribing the
decline and fall of many of the most magniii-
cent gtates, not to the rinthless attacks of inva-
ding armies, but to the sloth and luxury en-

ndered by the performances of the theatre.

o his wrath and malice the rising gene-

ow ‘irrational, then,inlhial.uwo(

Upon the endearments of near rela- |

Many have left the |

What wonder then if they become |

Instead of |

lar attendant upor the theatre, or himself
an amateur performer. :
After the revolution in France, and the
{ “reign of terror” which succeeded it, the
| playhouses of Paris increased in nutber,
and were regularly crowded. At that périod,
| the highest praise was accorded to those
| pieces in which occurred the most delicate
touches of sensibility, and in which ' that
quality was best delineated. Yet these very
| Parisians were remarkable for nothing so
| much as their total insensibility—they dif-
| fered from their own countrymen of ¢ther

but & sample of what might be urged:con-
cerning the inefficiency of the stage to pro-
duce or sustain_morality, and of its degene-
rating power upon all who come under its
influence. How, if it be a school for mdrals,
does it receive the countenance and support
of the shameless and profligate, and at the
same time foster those baunts of impiety
whicli invariably exist in its vicinity 7—
* Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and
pass away.”

Scarcely if at all less dangerous, are; Cir-
cus exhibitions. They cannot, any mnore
than the former, be classed with reasonable
recreations. The gratification in the’ one
case is of precieq”y the same nature as in
the other. The company with which we
would there meet, is also the same ; and in
the midst of bad company, good habits‘can-
not be formed. Similar results, therefore,
may be here anticipated. No man of un-
derstanding would think ot preparing him-
self for the arduous duties of this lifé, by
listening to the low jests of a buffoon, or by
gazing upon the antics of a well-trained
stced. And thriftless indeed is he, both in
things temporal and spiritual, who whstes
his time, his mbney, and his attention, upon
such entertainments.

There is yet another amuserdnt, which
if it seem less objectionable at first sight,

no less dangerous. We refer to the Con-
cert. That ¢ music hath charms,” is true
to a proverb; and that it is the handmaid of
civilization, and of religion too, we readily
admit. Nay, more, it is one of those hal-
lowed means whereby the devout soul wor-
ships God in the spirit, and rejoices in Christ
Jesus. It is that also by which the heavenly
hosts express their rapturous joy, and give
unto the Lord the glory which is due unto
His name. Yet this soul-inspiring art may
exert an influence upon us in no wise bene-
ficial. Much depends upon the character of
the music, and more upon its intention, If
we either use it as a specific means of grace,
or have in it a single eye to the glory of
God, it may be of great service to us.’ Its
mellowing cadences may sweeten our tem-
per, and its majestic sounds may cheer- our
drooping spirits. But no real benefits can
be looked for, from the performances of’ the
concert room. There, the musician aims
not at the improvement of his auditors,’ but
at his own pecuniary advantage. To him it
matters not what the religious sentiments of
the people may be, or whether they have
such sentiments at all, if he can but gain
| their money. Hence to attract all parties,
| he will mingle in his programme the songs
| of Zion, with those of worldly and profane
men. Now this is solemn mockery ; jt is
insuiting to the Supreme Being, and: the
Lord will ot hold kim guiltless that taketh
His name in vain. You could not patronise
these concerts without partaking in this
guilt; nor could you possibly attend those
which are exclusively secular, without losing
the spirit of devotion altogether. Lovers of
pleasure more than lovers of God, having
| no correct )
the exaltedhappiness which the grace of
Christ imparts, may see no reason for rélin-
linquishing these enjoyments; and perhaps
aspiring to no higher celebrity than that of
comic or sentimental singers, they may form
themselves into clubs and parties for . the
purpose of giving such entertainments. -But
the Christian youth can on no account so
debase himself. He abhors that which is
evil, mean,”despicable. He keeps at the
[utmost distance from whatever cannot be
consecrated to God,— 4

* Lest haply sense should damp his zeal,
And music’s charms bewiteh and steal
His heart away from Him."”

Closely allied to these amusements, is
that of Promiscuous Dancing. Many have
been the advocates of this fashionable art,
and various their pleas in its favour.; In
the first place, they call it harmless, and

But the truth is that neither this nor aught
besides can be innocent unless it be useful;
and that this is not useful must appear itom
the fact that good breeding demands a well
cultivated mind, rather than a polished ex-
terior. And if etiquette be more than eor-
rect manners, then it must be ranked with
that conformity to the world which is pro-

the veil from the heart of the fawning and
the obsequious, whose accomplishments bave
resulted from the training of the dancing-
master, we should find that the ouly princi-
ple which they had and matured

ing a respectable office, that he was a regu- |

times and places, by their extreme barba. |
| rism and demoniacal ferocity. And thisis |

will be found on further examination to be |

ws of the dignity of man, or of |

then they add a testimory in its behalf as |
an indispensable to the perfection of etiguptte. |

hibited by the word of God. Could we take |

with men would at once have been set down
for a prostitute.

It is plain that from a very early period
| this kind of dancing was conducive to the
| obduracy and wickedness of the human
| heart. There are no instances upon record
| in the Bible of social dancing for amuse-
| ment except that of the *vain fellows " men-
| tioned by Michael; of the irreligious fami-
lies described by Job, in their case produc-
ing increased impiety, and bastening their
destruction ; and of Herodias, whicl cnded
[ in the rash vow of Herod and tbe murder
{ of John the Baptist.

That this evil tendency naturallv belong-

|

among the heathen themselves. Plutarch
lamented that this art was much tallen from
the merit which rendered it so estimable to
the great men of antiquity, und remarked
that it was corrupted by a vicious kind of
poetry, and a soft effeminate music. He
adds, that being made subservient to volup-
tuousness and sensuality, it exercised by
their aid a kind of tyrannical power in the
theatres, which were become the public
schools of criminal passions and gross vices,
wherein no regurd was paid to reason.—
Now, if we connect with these unbiassed
testimonies the experience of later times,
we shall bave proof overwhelming, that so
far from being innocent or useful, this be-
witching amusement is offensive to God and
pernicious to man. It is a frenzy, equally
inconsistent with sountl reason, and with
the peace of faith—it exhausts the body,
and by exciting the vilest passions pollutes
the mind ; it binds the soul as with fetters
of iron and brass, so that Satan leads it cap-
tive at his will,

There is another social evil to which we
must allude—that which is generally termed
Intemperance, but more properly Drunken-
ness. This has long been known in the
world as one of the worst fruits of human
depravity. Viewed either as a physical or
a moral malady, it has swept away thou-
sands and tens of thousands. Often bas 1t

the ab:temious and the intempefate, have
joined in denouncing it. Yet, strange ano-
maly ! public sentiment has too often sus-
tained it, and like another Medea, slaying
her own children, has exclaimed, “ My
mind persuades me to one thing, but my
new, my wicked will, impels me against my
will to another; I see the better and ap-
prove, nevertheless I follow the worse.”*

Formerly, the occasions of this vice en-
tered into the framework of society, and
were ramified through all its usages. Af-
fairs of a public or private interest—of a
sad or joyful nature—the beginning, mid-
dle, and end of everything, gave rise to, or
supported the drinking customs. Ordina-
rily, this is not now the case. The various
changes in domestic, commercial, and politi-
cal life, transpire and are duly celebrated
without the aid of such libations. Yet it is
undeniable that drunkenness still mightily
prevails. Among young men, too—whose
dignity might be presumed to deter them
from it, or whose familiarity with its evil

tuous themselves, might lead them to shun

crease. Its primary cause is unquestionably
the essential wickedness of the human heart,
and its final overthrow and -complete des-
truction are to be anticipated only by the
universal diffusion and efficient operation of
that gospel which is “the power of God
unto salvation, to every one that believeth.”
But there are ofher causes which power-
tully act in the production of drunkenness—
as, for instance, the relics of those customs
{to which we have just referred. Many a
youth is seduced by the example of others
| —many a one by the idea that it is manly
to drink, that it becomes that state of res-
ponsibility to which he has. just arrived.—
He is desirous of showing his independence
and courage hy going as near as possible to
the brink of ruin without falling into it.
But dreadful have been the fruits of this
temerity. It is well known that unneces-
sary indulgence in even the least quantity
of strong drink, creates a morbid appetite
for it, and that this imperatively demands a
continual increase. Hence the moral pow-
ers are enervated, while the habit itself ac-
quires a mastery over the will. In propor-
tion, then, to the necessity of resistance, the
very possibility of it expires; and be who
boasted of his vigilance and prowess, and
who still knows the imminent danger of his
condition, bastes with accelerated motion to
the pit of perdition.

But a still more prolific source of this
| mischief is found in those worldly amuse-
ments to which we have alluded. There is
a natural connection between the theatre
and the tavern—between the ball-room and
the drinking saloom. Artificial exhaustion
demands artificial stimulants. Nor is this
all ; but the persons who frequent such
places, being themselves intemperate, know
it to be for their advantage to lead others
into their own wicked ways,—thus do they
seek an ascendancy over them.,

« Sed trahit invitam nova vis aliudqpe cupido
Mons aliud susdet ; video meliors, probogus,
Pumtepmpy Ovid. Mot b, V. vor. B,

cousequences, as seen in others, once vir-|

its first approach—this evil is upon the in-|

Rome, where a woman dancing in company ‘

ed to dancing, was matter of observation |

excited alarm ; and the good and the bad, | M )
his father, and a servant his master ; if then

There is still another great social evil, |
| against which it is necessary to lift up a |
warning voice—that is Sabbath-breaking. |
The institution of a weekly rést, was prin-|
cipally intended to afford us time for exclu- |
sively religious duties. The command |
therefore is, *“ Remember the Sabbath day |
tq keep 1t /zo/y." To take worldly pleasure |
on that day—to seek recreation—is as truly

a violation ‘'of the Divine law, as the per-i
formance of any secular business could be. |
How lamentable then is the fact, that when |
circumstances will admit of it, the Lord's |
day is, to hundreds and thousands, a time |
for excursions and amusement ! Not onlyi
i3 the beast of burden, whose right to the |
day of rest i<
tq continue in the toil, but also various ser- |
vants and menials, who have a still high(-r‘
claim as redeemed sinners. But parties for

pleasure are not to be restrained on these

grounds, and by every availble mode of

conveyance they throng to the country.

And then what scenes of impiety ensue!

Nor is the injury which is done confined to
themselves. A noxious infiuence is exerted

upon the rural population, who as they

assemble or depart from the sanctuary, are

compelled to witness sights, and hear sounds

which conflict with their devotional feelings,
and fill them with shame and horror.

To this evil you are specially exposed;
for you will often hear the plea that the
Sabbath is the working man’s day, and that
hé con use it as best suits him. But if the
demand which, for a pecuniary considera-
tion, a master makes upon our six day's
labour be cheerfully acceded to, why should
we set the law of God at open defiance ?—
“ He is Lord of all,” and “ His command-
meilits are not grievous ;” nay, * in keeping
of them there is great reward.” Had not
He appointed the day of rest, and hallowed
it by those redeeming acts which render it
peculiarly valuable to us, we had never
known anything but the basest drudgery,
either in time or in eternity. And shall we
recompence this love with rebellion? e
himselt puts the question, * A son honoreth

I be a father, where is mine honour? and if
| be a master, where is my fear ? saith the
Lord ot Hosts.”

And, besides, we never find that those
who profane the Sabbath are better off than
those who keep it holy. On the contrary,
‘“godliness is profitable unto all things”—
even in the present life—for thus runs the
promise, “ Because he hath set his love
upon me, therefore will I deliver him; I
will set him on high because he hath known
my name. He shall call upon me, and |
shall answer him; I will be with him in
trouble, I will deliver him, and honour him.
With long life will I satisfy him, and show
him my salvation.”

s [To be Continued.]

bewildered their reason, and made them
blind to the light shining from Bethlehem
and Golgotha. The Deism of Fngiand
and the Materialism of France were seized
with avidity by Germany. The authority
and example of the great Krederick doubt-

less contributed much to the result, as also |

the excessive zeal for science, seeking al-
ways new manifestations of itself, but ubove
all the facility witk which the natural man
seizes upon everything which opposes the
Spirit of God.

Until the middle of the last century the
two principal phases of the religious lite of
were orthodoxy and pietism. The first en-
trenched itself in its adherence to the dead

[ Divine appointment, forced | |ctier of the law, its lifeless formulas, and position ; many among t

its uncharitable polemics. The other was
too subjective, by the preponderance ol sen-
timent and imagination, in most of its ad-
herents. Iu both cases the religion of the
country was unadapted to the masses.—
When the revolutionary movement of France
broke forth, it found the ancient Christian
faith such an obstacle in its way that its
first efforts were to overthrow and up-
root it. :

The new spirit of liberty, together with
the unpopular character of the faith, seemed
to emancipate the people from the last re-
straints of orthodoxy. The most general
doctrines of Christianity alone were pre-
served, such as the existence of God, mo-
rality, immortality, &e.; while its distin-
guishing features were rejected, as a kind
of accommodation with Judaism. Before
the tribunal of reason, there could no longer
be any discussion upon questions so peculiar
as the supernatural manifestation of God,
and the miracles of the Bible. A theology
was thus formed which indulged itself in
liberties with the holy writings, such as
would never have been permitied with any
other records of antiquity. It did what the
boa constrictor does with its victims—break-
ing its bones, and covering its surface with
saliva, that it may be swallowed the easier.
The most ingenious exegesis was employed
to give a new meaning to the plainly-express-
ed words of Matthew, John, and Paul. Exe.

gesis itself led to the denial of all positive |

Christianity,and criticism demanded the sup-
pression of the doctrine of the divinity of
Jesus Christ. At the same time a spirit of
domination was attributed to the Church,
which, it was said, must yield to intelligence,
to the only sovereign enlightened reason.—
What contributed powerfully to the rise of
the new theol was the development of
Kant's philosophy. Starting with its doubts
on criticism, it became more and more in-
volved in the labyrinths of Idealism and
Pantheism, and terminated finally in Athe-
ism. These novelties were elaborated by
the apostles of the new order of things,
either in the assemblies of the universities
or in the books of the learned, and were
immediately introduced into the saloons by

Pride and. Hunnhty ;

We proud ! of what? Of our ancestors ?
They were driven out of paradise. Of our |

!

patrimony ?  ‘ Sad inheritance " Of our
wisdom 7 Hath not God made it foolish-
ness? Of our wealth? It is not current|
beyond the grave. Of our earthly honors ? '
They die in their birth-place. ~ Of our |
worldly influence ?
wdrld’ has more. Of ,our virtues ? They |
cahnot atone for one sin. Of our mansions ? |
They point to a cold grave. Of our rela-
tives? ¢l have said to corruption, thou art
my father; to the worm, thou art my mother |
and my sister.” Of our power? Death |
laughs at it. Of our immortality 7 Without
Christ it leads o everlasting destruction |
¢ feom the presence of the Lord.” But look
at humility! It adorns bumanity ; it digni-
fies its possessor ; it ennobles his intellect;
it blesses his heart, and makes him a bless-
ing to all with whom he associates. Is he
intellectually gifted ? His fellow men ap-
proach him with confidence, and sit around
him with composure, while bis lips feed
many. Are his graces conspicuous? They
shine upon others, that many may be bene-
fited. Has he been intrusted with wealth ?
He feels that he is a steward, and that he
must occupy till the Master come; and he
relieves the necessitous, clothes the naked,
feeds the hungry, and causes the widow's |
beart to sing for joy. Is he poor among |
men? There is a treasure laid up for him
in heaven, of which he has heard by that
gospel which tells him that he that humb-
leth himself shall be exalted. Has he few]
companions on earth? He has communion
with the Father, and with bis Son Jesus |
Christ. Is be a solitary wanderer to his |
Father’s house? The angels are sent forth
to minister unto him. Is he despised by the
proud? His body is a temple of the Holy
Ghost, and- Christ reigns in bis heart. Is
he unknown in the world's palaces? He
has a mansion in the skies. Does be serve
for a piece of bread? He is Christ’s free
man, aod his name is written in heaven |—
Happy disciple ! Eaviable lot! Who would
not lie low in the dust, and bumble himself
before the high God, if that be the appro-
priate condition and a necessary character-

istic of the man of whom these things
predicated ?— Leask’s Moral Portraits. e

the poets, and from thence made their way
to the public resorts, the very taverns of the
people.

It was at this epoch that the most distin-

! guished poets of Germany flourished, and

by their talents a new impulse was given
to the mind and language of the nation.

ed, which promised to uproot all the abuses

“The prince of this | which had been attributed as much to the |

worn-out and enfeebled Church, as to the
old and decayed government. The forest
was cleared by the destruction of the most

beautiful trees, and the greater part of the |

poets assisted in the work. Their influence
contributed powerfully, and in a short time,
to spread sentiments of indifference, and
even of hatred, against serious Christianity
among the seli-styled enlightened. Princes,
nobles, government functionaries, univer-
sities, and the schools generally, yielded to
these influences, and the greater part of |

A
| new era of self-styled progress was announc-

fusion of these new ideas, was considered
such a pressing necessity that the heads of
the Church and state reorganized entirely
the public school system. Normal schools
and petty universities sprung up everywhere,
and the future educators of the people stu-
died the sciences in the light of the new
philosophy. The result was & superficial
general intelligence which despised the Bi-
ble and the Church. The injury caused by
the new system of teaching thus authorized
by the government ‘can scarcely be oaicu-
lated. Discords arose among the instruc-
|tors themselves. Some were at variance
with the new ideas, others with their ancient
hem demanded ex-
| periments or changes, which, whether rea-
sonable or not, it was impossible to graat,
{ and thus a large class of discontented men
| were scattered throughout the nation. The
people gained no longer from these schools
the salutary advantages ot a Christian edu-
cation ; they acquired, however, knowledge,
ideas, and pretensions, which readily sel
themselves in opposition to the divine order
of things, while the journals and pamphlets
gave still greater popular circulation to the
talse doctrines of the schools.

In reflecting upon all these disastrous cir-
cumstances, it is surprising to find that no
more serious disorders occurred in the social
and political condition of the nation. Seve-
ral causes contributed to restrain the grow-
ing corruption, and to preserve some serious-
ness in the public mind, notwithstanding
the adverse influences. The memory ,,.
the better days of the faith was still existi 1
in many hearts. It was a time, too, of gre s
calamity, for the nation was engaged in ¢},
tinual wars, and the thunder of the canno.
and battle-fields drenched in blood, had de:
monstrated to many minds the vanity of all
human grandeur, and the folly of theories
of human perfectibility. A profound im-
pression was produced on the nation, under
these circumstances, by the acknowledged
homage to the God of armies, when three
kings kuelt together on the battle-field of
Leipsic. As in other great calamities,
after the etorms of war all minds fee!
| the necessity of support {from above, and
the ear again listens for the voice of
the faithful, which has so long cried n
the desert., The frightfnl famine of 1817,
and the solemn jubilee of the Reformation,
celebrated the same year, awoke many re-
membrances of the ancient faith, which had
shone forth with such glory three centuries
before, diffusing salvation and comfort over
the land. From this date some of those re-
markable men began to appear who raised
anew the standard of the word of God, ral-
lying the people to it. The spirit of repen-
tence and faith- penetrated also the scien-
tific retreats of the learned, principally,
| under the influence of one man, who brought
about a new era in theology. His mind, sv
powerful and umiversal, was denounced as
mystical by the Rationalists, and as ratior -
alistic and pantheistic by the Mystic, He
united the most profound knowledge with
the most earnest piety, though he was by
no means fully orthiodox. He rendered bo-
| mage to the displaced confessions of faith,
made the principal doctrines of Scripture
| the foundation of hig own devout system of
{ philosophy and dialectics, and thus turned

the current of German thought back again

| towards the faith of the aposties. This
| great man was Schleiermacher—a charac-
[ter whom we, of the United States, (with
our matter-of-fact habits of thought,) would
find it difficult to estimate, but who has
struck the death-blow of Rationalism i
Germany, and sounded the trumpet of re-
surreetion to its dead Protestantism.

The principles of Schleiermacher deve-
loped still more distinetly the system of
Christian truth, and soon formed sn army

|

them tarned from Christianity and the Bi-|°f Bibilical theologians, composed of such

ble to a species of “ easy meteoric morality,”
as Kappt calls it—a powerless summary of
the human reason. The services of the
Church became sadly changed, and.its blind
servants, who bad been conducted toa pure-
ly negative Protestantism, by equally blind
leaders, attempted to explain to the people
subjects which were already understood
without their assistance. It seems scarcely
credible, and yet it is distinctly asserted.by |

| Kappt, that sermons have been preached in

German churches upon the cultivation of
the potato, the advantages and disadvan-
tages of tobacco, the management of ani-
mals and stables, upon the seasons, the holi-
days, and other equally ridiculous themes.
After the long barbarity of the seven-
teenth century, which was so clearly visible
in the corruption of the language, a new.era

dawned, a better taste was awakened, and | AT :
more elevated cultivation was demanded.— | i t4r™ the chaser of a thousand, and, with

This demand, however, produced with much
good, some lamentable results: hymn-books
and liturgies being revised, breathed the
corruption of the half-Christian or anti-
Christian influences of tl:le time? ‘ndhthe

le soon deserted the temples, where
m were no r instructed or edified.—
A small number of theologians, in the n}ndst
of all these tempestuous ch-fngu, remained
constant to the faith, particular] at the
University of Tubingen. The inbabitants

{ men as Neander, Tholuck, Hengstenberg,

Lucke, Muller, Ublman, Nietsch, Twesten,
Lack, and many others, who exercised a
most beneficial influence upon theological
literature, and particularly upon the youth
of) the universities. There was a great
shaking among the dry bones, and the
breath of the Lord passed over them.

A. STEVENS.

—_—— e

RETREATING TO CoNQUEer.—Certainly,
if even the humblest champion of truth be
forced to retreat, he is bound to fall back
with his face toward his foes; never giving
up the contest ; knowing that, if driven even
to the throne itself, no sooner shall he set
his foot on its lowest step, than a glorious
inspiration from the divine Watcher and
biter of the field, will instantly make him,

the rushing help of some worthy co-cham
pion, enable him to put ten thousand to flight.

GRACE humbles while it elevates, and
the more we are loaded with divine bene-
fits, the deeper should we sink under a
sense of our unworthiness. The lowest
valleys are the most fruitful ; on them the
gentle dew descends from the surrounding
hills, and the boughs that are laden with
fruit bend towards the earth.




