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susceptible, and by habit disposed to fullow any the xercise of its « hamty
fearlessand skillful leader that would conduct travading into the redons veyond, and cansing

them to the attfinment of victory and nalitary |
renown. é
Ausain.  This notorious projagandist was in

opulent circumstances; e was endowed with
talents which eminently titted him tor snchan
undertaking; he was also ot iHlu-tiious deseent
and of ,wmj family counexions—circimstances H
which ©ould not fail to exalt him in the estima-t
tion of an ignorant and barbarcus people.  In 't}

addition o all these wlvautazes. he ereated fori

himself a still greater one 5 and though at proves,,
. la

him to be an artful and unpriveipled knave, it i
contributed largely to the di~cmination of - his!

debased theology ; and is sill one of the princi- b

t is this. lle adapied his relizion, studiously, !

nolions, lastes, inclinations, preyudices, &c. of
the four religions sects that then prevailed in!
Arabia. Read the Koran, and compare it with
the Mythologies of the Salians and the Magi, or
followers  of  Zoroaster —with  the  Jewi:h
Economy, aud with Christianity ; make this
comparison. and vou will perceive at once, that
it is expresely prepared to unite all these dis-|
cordant materials into one mass, that he might |
thereby pervade the whole with his sentiments, |
and impress it with his image.  All these ques-|
tions are discussed at great lenath, andina very |

erspimmus manner, by Jortin, in his learned
discourses on Christianity by Professor White, !
in his Bampton Leciures, and by cther eminent |
writers. A synopsis of these valuable produc- |
tions may be seen in * lorne's Introduction to
the Critical Study of the Scriptures.” 1 vol., &

sect., pp- £UR, 377, And we are satisfied, that
a caretul perusal of’ even this abridgement, will |
convince every candi! reader, that the religion |
of the Moslems was introduced, under circum-|
stances very diflerent from those which marked |
the rise and progress of Chidslianity; and!

that the rise and progress of the latter, under!
such circumstanees, should be regarded as evi-
dences of its Dsosnaly.

VI. But the great principles which tles The-
si3 is intended to advocate and defend, have been
assailed from another quarter, and that too by a
verv subtle and potent adversary.
Gibbon, the celebreted historian of * The De-
cline and Fal! ¢ the Roman Empire,” bas e~
sumed an antagonistic position.  Judging by the
sentiments dispersed throoghout this volumineus
and really taleuted protuction, and from the
earerness with whica the acther avails himseld
of every opportnuity to disparage and assavlt
Oheiaianity 3 Judviog by these overt acts, it
would scein that the pragress of rehgion, the in-
flucnee i acgnired, and the ---.:».,...~':il achicved,
excaited bis envy: ang becee he
excelleneies he was ancapable of appreciating.
and tricd 10 tarnish the parity Fe was too shost-
tahited 1o admive.  His reimarks are contained
i the Blicentis ehaptor ot the fir volume of hi
Waorks., e isteosubile- to consmamate a tac-
(i‘i.l!l, to attack i vencrable object of i
Such o

aversior na bold and open manner,
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growlh of the Chiistéitn chteh™ 1. The
e . : inflexible and intolerant zeal of the Christians,
val causes by which its subsistence is preserved. | o oo from the Jewish religion, but parified
: . from the narrow and uneceial #pirit that (F-n-rml
and in the most presise wanner, 10 meet the ' o oo

jevery additional circumstance which coukl give

'semina ion of the Gospel was promeied; but the

j upon our insidious oppancnt.

Edward!

detamed the!

oevouil be too contuon, too un- -

! = (14 4 '
ot the reline provi-
E v

and zeal. he saw it!
1
s

Ulessinzaton' ¢

d wleresoe'er it went ™ ,l

These views praaiced a pr)wv-rful impression

on the wind of 1o wesinph-hed and thacinating

cholar s bat sne s e strenzth ot Lis e
udiceyand so deoply rootel were Ins anti-chiis-
ian pri -, that althou rh a desire to Le eon- |
plored an impartial historian constrained hicn
o acknow'odie ting, vet he endeavours to ac-
«cant for e upon ratioral and philosopiic

rronds. and mentions five circumstances, which
1e calls * Thie gecondary conuses of lhe repid

4 fram embracing the law of Moses
2. The doctrine of a future life, hnproved by

weight and efilcacy to that important truth. 3.
The yiraeulous powers ascribed to the primitive
church. 4. “1he pure and austere morals of the
Christians. 4. 'IVRC union and discipline of the
Christian Repubiie, which graduaily formed an
independent and ineressing state in the heart of
the Koman Empire.”  Blr. Gibbon admits the
cxistenee of # first, or primary cause, or rather
“ausez, and by the operation of which the dis-

above secondary causes, he insists upon it
“ minal cffectunily fuv ured and assisted in the
allaine;ent of lhal end.”

Viil. These are, at be<t, but plansible con-
jectures, anid are not deserving of scrious refuta-
tion. Any one acquainted with the mere rudi-
ments of logic, will pereeive that they are very
inconclusive—undeservinz of the name of arau-
ments, and unworthy of the reputation to which,
as e scholar, Gibben is jrstlv entitled.  Every
thing is takan tor granted.  Nothing is proved.
The preaises are evronenus ; and the conclu-
sions are false. YTivery one that approaches the
consideration of his opinions with an unpreju-
diced mind, will pereeive their sophistry, and
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trust.prove a great benctit, peenniary and other-
wise, to the Lirterests of the Ntation. Nearly
twenty acres of land are alveady nnder cultva
tion © a larze carden hias been faid oueand | i von o wments in those parishes, and they e
ted ; and,under the Llessing of God conterie Lin i eonne with uv of theerreat ;uh‘w‘l m:.
genial seasons, we hope to have an abunlant palheinstinetion they did not apeqr ”“‘ '
harvest. Coinctal retins, ’ o *any
Oynr religious services are at present hell inj * * » . . - 3
the school-room attached to the Institution s tat] - There coula be 18 doabt, however, that 1h
our congregations have increased g0 rapidlv.fproposition was lamentabiy incontrovertipte t}i;
that we must immediately provide furdier ac- the state of edueation was not suel; ag to &;tth
comodation. We are ('tjns(:rlumnl_\' nvow busiiy cue | those who wished, cither from Lish rel; ,Au"'v
«f in erccting a substantial ctore chapel, fo1- | grounds, or from prudential or other mi“t. ):

on

voive feet by cighteen feet in the clear. The see cducation promoted amonast ihe workine
foundation-stone of this Luilding was laid en the 'classesc He took it there were two great (i
1*th ult,, by Mrs. Maclean, the ladv oo Captain : eulties which presented  themselvey ip dealix;
Maclean, Commissioner tor the Iambi ditrict. b with thiz question, and they were Tl:-mo'—ﬁr:

From Captain Maclean and his lady we have | the respeet to relicions convictiona, which onght
uniformly received great Kindnese - they have net te be vielated, and. next, the danaer of lt.m
ever evidenced a desire to promote the interests greata state interizrensc.involving all the eyilg
of the Mis<ion by any means in tacir power. ol'a centralizing ~vstem. Now e cpposed the
and an this occasion were not backward by a prescut bill, beeasise e believed, in he first
handsome pecuniary contributien to assistin the place. that it grossiv violated an-d :~ruell\*lrump:
erection of our church, as well as by the conn-"ledon the vights of conscience : and, socondls.
tenance afferded us Uy assistivg invhe cergmony " Leranse it ducetly led to all the very worst cop-
above mentioned. Ssequences of the worst evili—eentralization—

In the great obieets of our Mission T trust wo ' First, with recard to the question of the violation
are prospering, and have pre.pects of sull f of the rizhits ot conziience.—and he ventured to
ther prosperity.  Our congregations are good a-k the hon. geatician who had introduced this
and attentive.  Oar Society Las recdived seves bills g« there Lad Leen some differences with re-

ral additions, by removals from other Stations it “eard to the question of the detinition of eduea-
|

is true, but we have thereliy recavad an ion, why Le had entirely avoided defining the
pulse which was much needed. to give nsamore ! epithet which be had prefixed 1o the tide of the
promincnt stetus among the sarrounding Hea- "iall—he neant the word = sccalar 2 (Year.
l‘he.su population, and we have now a nucheus sut- hear)  He wardd te!l the hon. gentioman what
ficiently large o exereise a powertul iniluence this LU was betisved «not” to ve. Tt was bee

agree with me. that the onus probandistill resis
I shall therefore
close this hraneh of the Disesurse by a quotation
tirom Mr. Babington Macaulay's Review of Mil-
jton. In thi- beautifel passace, the judicious
eritie attacks the seoptic with great dexterity
land foree —comnleteiv defeats him, deprives
I him of his armour wherein he tructed, and breaks
'\intn fracments a'l the weis ons that he emplaved
Vacidnst (o five  1his celebrated Essayist,
I having ebaeed st the pure Thesm of the dews,
Lol ls e verhape pene of e scecondary eauses,
Lo Giibon Lo aesioned for thie vapidity with
Chiiatis spread over the w 11 while
carcelyever acquired & jaeselvie,

lwl.:.,

n*

around us; and indeed, itis evident that sueh Loved net o Le veliciong; and not Leing reli-
influcuce is alveady being exerted. The trying aivas, it was behieved to be wreligious, and the
days of a new Missionare thowe in which the time had come whon—and it st be told 1o the
aermn has bat just hegon to put forth s vialiny ‘
bow feeble then appears the eneroy of Chod tan
truth, and Low ofien has the Ly

b centlenan apposite—tie prople of Ergland
wonlb o'y sl stronrer epithed, and be heg-
ced ol the hon. gentleman it the tera
vard to fall back npon tie it which e coevathenstic™ wore not in this case, a svnonvme
that thourh tow it i the =smoalic t enons with = cecule 2 What appeals had the bon.
secds)yer e ady tshallone b atrees ovclonin mede 10 the geeat argans of public
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