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RITUALISTS AMONG
PRESBYTERIANS.
“ A godly Reformation " is the name
by which Queen Elizabeth's pseudo-
Hvi-«h(vp% called the religious revolutions
which was effacted in England in the
reign of that monarch and her prede
cegsor, but the Reformers of Scotland

. { ' >odli
sfied with simple godli

weie not sa
ness, and they dubbed their change of
religion ““ a thorough godly Reforma-
tion.” The result was the abolition of
prelacy, and-of everything which these
ultra Reformers thought to savor of
Romanism, and the Westminster Con-
fession,formed on these ideas, was very
carefully made to impress on its ad

herents the sinfulness of Popery and
of every approach thereto.

The Pope is described in that stand-
ard of belief as the ‘“ man of sin ,”'_'_.
that son of perdition, he that opposeth
and exalteth himself against all that is
called God or that is worshipped, 80
that he sitteth in the temple of God,
getting himself,forth as God,” accord-
ing to the words of St. Paul in his
second epistle to the Thessalonians

ii. 8
It ;«'ue quite a shock to stalwart
Presbyterianswhena few years ago the
lev. Philip Schaff, who was certainly
an eminent scholar, the slauuchuuﬂs-o_f
whose Presbyterianism hasnever been
doubted, stated that the passage of the
Confession which makes this declara-
tion was founded on a misinterpreta
tion or a misconception of the Apostle’s

meaning

There are other passages also in the
Confession of Faith and the catechisms
in which Catholic doctriues are mis
represented as injurious to GGod, Catho
lic practices are denounced as idola-
trous, and Catholics as idolaters. But
there are signs of a great change of
opinion among Presbyterians in this
i-';;'nlr{—-u\ilmn;{" which, we Impt‘,imii
cates that there is some prospect of a
futurs return to the unity of faith,
though as yet it may be but slight,

It is within our remembrance when
the Ritualistic movement began, which
originated at Oxford under the name
Tractarianism It has grown, how
ever, to such dimensions that to-day its
opponents fear it will dominate the
Church of England and its sister the
Episcopal Church, as it does already
many dioceses not only in England
but in the United States and Canada.
This movement is admitted to be Rome-
ward, and so far has it gone that we
have met clergymen who not only pro
fessed to be ** Catholic priests ' author-
ized to “‘celebrate Mass " for the living
and the dead, and to exercise other
priestly fanctions, but who declared
that they could unite with the © Roman
Catholic Chueeh
a single dogma defined by
of Trent
modified

without asking that

e Council

hould be rejscted or even

But it has not been generally sup
posed that a Ritualism OX1ists among
Presbyterians I'he Calvinism of the
thorough godly Reformers of Scotland
was too far from Catholic belief to ad
mit  of 80 decisive and extensive
changes as have taken place among
Anglicans ~yet within the last few
years some changes toward Catholic
truth have actually occurred among
the

ciples of John Kuox, which

would be enough to make that worthy

groan in his grave if it were possible

for him to be conscious of them

Crosses, which were

formerly re
garded as ‘““monuments of idolatry, "
cted on Presby
terian churches, and not »

are now frequently ere
very long
since, in the General Assembly of the
Free Kirk, at a meeting held in Kdin
burgh, one of the most prominent min
1sters of the Church openly asserted
that Christians should pray for the
dead, and the assertion called
very weak repudiations,

forth

The recent tendency toward intro.
ducing a liturgy into Presbyterian
worship is in the same direction, ag
this is also a Catholic and
practice,

Another practice which has been but
recently adopted among P

Prelatic

reshyteriang

is also sharply criticised by those who
desire to stand within the old land-
marks, that is the celebration of Church
festivals. The Directory for Public
Worship says: ‘‘Festival days,
vulgarly called holidays, having no
warrant in the Word of God, are not to
be continned,” and in accordance with
this we have seen Presbyterian
churches without any sign of life about
them, even in some of our cities, on
Christmas day. But now on Christmas
day there is an occasional service, and
a Presbyterian organ recently an-
nounced it as a wonderful change in
the usages of the Church that, ‘‘ rightly
or wrongly,the observance of the Chris
tian year has found its way iuto many
of our Churches,” and “ It is safe to
say that nine-tenths of the Preshyter-
ian Churches throughout the world
will have resurrection themes on the
coming Sabbath, and in many of them
there will be devotional services on
Friday or on Monday.” FEaster Sun-
day and Good Friday are here meant,
as this appeared just before these days
were celebrated,

Farther, the same paper seems to
approve of such celebrations, for it
adds that the early Reformers * guc-
ceeded in taking the worship out of
the Scottish Christmas, but the revelry
and the whiskey remained. "

The ILondon correspondent of the
New York Sun also declared a few
days ago that ‘* Romish tendencies are
growing among English Presbyterians
and giving much trouble.” In proof
of this it is said that the pulpit, which,
according to Presbyterianism, should
be the central and main feature of
public worship, is frequently rele.
gated to an obscure corner ot the
churches. The last synod of London
declared this to be a ‘‘ Romish tend-
ency,” and decided to give no assist-
ance to congregations which do not
pay proper respect to the pulpit.”

The synod is wofully mistaken in
supposing that Catholics hide the pul-
pit in an obscure corner, and if the
ministers _that passed the resolution
would only visit any large Catholic
church they would see their mistake.
It is true, however, that we hold the
holy sacrifice of the Mass to be the
great act of Christian
accordance with the
pophet :

‘“For from the rising of the sun,
éven to the going down, my name is
great among the Gentiles, and in
every place there is Sacrifice, and there
is offered to my name a clean oblation,
for my name is great among
the Gentiles saith the Lord of Hosts,"

Mal. i. 11

It is only in the Catholic
Church that this prophecy is fulfilled :
nevertheless every Sunday and holi-
day instructionsare given to the people
by means of sermons, as the council of
Trent orders to be done.

worship, in
words of the

BIBILLICAL READINGS.

There have been recently important
decisions by Circuit Courts in several
of the States, in regard to the inter-
pretation of the laws prohibiting spe-
cific religious teaching in the United
States schools. These decisions have
in several instances resulted from the
introduction of a text-book entitled
‘“Readings from the Dible,”

This compilation has been adopted
by the Public school commissioners of
Dotroit, and is regularly read in the
schools of that city, The book is some.-
what like the Biblical selections in use
in Ontario, concerning which there
was so much agitation in this Province
previously to the general election ten
years ago. Several Catholic Bishops
in the States to whom the book was
submitted raised no objection to its
use, and it does not appear that Cath
olics anywhere have objected to it,
though the readings selected are all
taken from the King James version
of the Bible. This may be accounted
for by the fact that passages which
glve an opportunity for polemical dis-
cussion have besn carefully ay

ed in
making the selections, which are aimed
to be purely instructive in general

01d

Christian morality, or an encourage
ment to the practice of virtues which
all admit to be noecessary for the
good Christian, The translation of
these passages is also unohjectionable,
though there may be verbal differences
from that of the Catholic version
The titles of the groups of selec
show their neutral character, so far ag
there are doctrinal differences be
Catholics and l‘mu*stnms, and

tions

tween

even
between Protestant sects Some of
these titles are ‘‘ Heroic  Aimsg, "
-y

‘“ Duties of Patriotism, "

‘*Reward of
Obedience,

** The Providence of God,"
' Samuel'’s Integrity,” and the like.
Objection, however,
to the
quarters,

has been made
readings from non Catholic

A resident of Detroit com-
plained that he was compelled as a tax-

payer to contribute toward the dis-
semination of religious teachings, and
that his son is obliged to attend relig-
ious worship. |
The Court decided that the readings
from the Bible are in conflict with the
Constitution, and they are therefore to
be discontinued. In reply to the con- |
tention of counsel for the School Board, |
that the board should teach the Chris- |
tian religion, the Judge said :

‘*If this position is found, not only |
should the Bible be tanght, but all |
other forms of Christian religious in-
struction should be given in the
schools.  The constitution prohibits
all religious teaching in the public
school or it prohibits none. The pro-
vision against compelling a person to
pay taxes for the support of a teacher
of religion either forbids the proposed
use of readings from the DBible or it
forbids nothing. It seems to me clear
that such teacher is a teacher of relig-
ion toward whose support persons are
compelled to pay taxes, and therefore
the constitution in explicit language
forbids such proposed use.”

Similar decisions have been given
by the Courts of Wisconsin, Minnesota
and Washington

In the United States unbelievers in
the Bible are very numerous, and we
are not surprised that they should
raise objections against Biblical read-
ings,but so far there have been nocom
plaintsin Oatario against the use of the
selections used in the Public schools,
probably because the unbelievers are
not so numerous here.

FANTASTICAL TEACHINGS.

)

A sermon preached last week in
Philadelphia by the Rev. Dr. Henry
C. McCook, a Presbyterian minister,
on ‘‘Wider Grace, or the Gospel in
Hades,” is being very generally dis-
cussed with a good deal of surprise and
excitement. The following extract
will give an idea of the scope of the
fancifulness of this new-fangled Pres
byterianism. He said :

‘“The hope that those who have had
no opportunity during life to know
Christ may have it in the intermediate
state, is justified by the fact that our
Lord's descent into Hades established
that His atonement affected not only
the realm of living but also that of de-
parted spirits. What reason can we
urge that the work thus wrought by
our Lord in rearing the standard of
the cross in Hades should not be as
continuous to its successive ages of in-
habitants as has the like work upon
earth."”

The very use of the term Hades for
the state of the dead, instead of the
old-fashioned ‘‘hell " when speaking
of the condition of the wicked in the
other life, indicates a great change of
beliet from old-fashioned Presbyterian-
ism. There was no doctrine more per-
sistently maintained by the clergy of
that Church than that of never-ending
torments of the damned. John Calvin,
and Presbyterians after him, have
been the most severe of all Protestants
in teaching the doctrine of hell, and
even in gloating over the supposed
fact that God created men under the
immutable decree that they should be
condemned to that abode of misery.
Taey taught—and most of them still
teach—that Christ died only for the
elect, that is, for those who are predes-
tined for heaven—and that the rest of
mankind are foreordained to eternal
torments, without hope of averting
their doom. The word Hades also has
been introduced into the Protestant
Revised Bible, apparently for the pur
pose of leaving the reader ‘ree to be-
lieve what he thinks proper in regard
to the future life,

But Dr. McCook's doctrine is the
very strange one that there is no hell
but a “ Hades,” which is, very like
what Catholics understand by purga-
tory : that is, that there is a purgatory
but no hell,

Catholics and Anglicans and most of
the Protestant sects have rejected the
l’rvﬂ)yterian doctrine of reprobation,
which makes God the author of sin, by
maintaining that the sins of men have
been decreed by God, and could not
have been avoided by those who com-
mitted them. It was this horrible doc-
trine which chiefly gave rige to Uni-
tarianism and Universalism, as there
were many Protestants who could not
reconcile themselves to the belief that
God would punish men eternally for
deeds which He foreordained they
should commit, Thig doctrine cer-
tainly made God an obdurate tyrant,
a conception of Him which is irrecon-
cilable with His attributes of Jjustice
and mercy. Dr. McCook not only re-
jscts this doctrine of Presbyterian
theology, but he seems to maintain
that even the very wicked who have or

porary punishment,
The belief in the existence of a hell
is not opposed to reason, or to the

can claim to have some palliation of and the
ignorance for their sins will not be | branches, and with all its advocates
unished with any more tha .| and patrons, are there, and a paper
P y el which champions such a cause with

such company is not suitable for a
Christian home,

place of probation, in which alone man
by his good or evil acts makes choice
of his own destinity for eternity. God

] said, ‘I have placed man in the hand

of his own counsel ;" that isto say,
He has given us free-will that while we
are in the state of probation we may
as free agents choose everlasting life
or everlasting migery : and so He says
also: ‘“Ihave placed before thee life
and death, blessing and carsing, choose
therefore life that thou mayst life.”
But many Protestants are fond of
novelties in religion, and to this fact
we may attribute the fantastical theor-
ies which are evolved from the brains
of such teachers as Dr. McCook. It is
the fashion nowadays for every man
to make a religion for himself, instead
of accepting unreservedly that which
has been revealed to us by God.
Unless a minister succeed nowadays
in getting out some startling novelty,
he loses his congregation, and it seems
that this is the reason why there are
80 many new religious theories.
Presbyterians have always protested
against the Catholic doctrine of pur-
gatory, and it is a strange revolution
that among Presbyterians it should be
now maintained that there is a purga-
tory and no hell, whereas the belief
has been hitherto that there is a hell
but no purgatory,

Dr. McCook is not the first Presby-
terian who thus taught. A few years
ago a Toronto clergyman of amiable
disposition uttered a similar doctrine
in the pulpit of St. Andrew's church,
but he was brought to task for it in the
Canadian General Assembly, and he
only saved himself from excommuni-
cation by agreeing not to teach it any
more in the Church, though he was
allowed to teach it privately as he
thought proper. It may be presumed
that Dr. McCook will also be brought
to task on some charge of herey, such
as has been so common of late among
Presbyterians.

It is another of the many recent
signs of a great change in Presbyteri-
anism}that these fantastical teachings
have become so common, but it is still
more remarkable that there should be
introduced among them the doctrine of
some sort of purgatory.,

Dr. McCook claims that the following
passage from St. Peter's epistle refers
to the delivery of souls from Hades
on the occasion of Christ's visit thereto
when * He went and preached to the
spirits in prison which sometime were
disobedient when once the long-
suffering of God waited in the days of
Noah when the Ark was a-building .”
Heargues very reasonably that if there
existed in the time of our Lord a place
where disobedient souls were impris-
ioned, and whence they were deliv-
ered, there is no good reason to sup-
pose that place has ceased to exist.
Catholics use the same reasoning to
show the existence of Purgatory.

AN INTOLERANT CONFERENCE
PRESIDENT.

It is not often that the Protestant
press of the Province are ready to
bring to task the Protestant clergy
who have so frequently interfered to
influence our municipal and parlia-
mentary elections, even though such
interferences are all the more intoler-
able as they usually take place in the
cause of intolerance and narrow-mind-
edness. It is therefore gratifying to
observe that even once in a while the
press openly rebukes the offenders.

Au instance of such interference hag
occurred in Toronto in connection with
the part taken by the Evening Star
—a journal which though sometimes
taking extreme views against Catho
lics in regard to their educational
rights, is usually moderate and fair
when dealing with other subjects —
in advocating the running of Sunday
street cars. This 18 a question on
which people may honestly differ in
opinion, and though the Star sided
with the Street Railway Company, it
did so moderately, and without per-
sonal abuse of its opponents so far as
we have observed, nevertheless it has
received and published the following
impertinent and despotic letter from
the President of the Methodist Confer-
ence :

Dear Sir,—As the néwspapers which
enter the homes of the people must
more or less affect the formation of the
character of the young people in these
homes, and as the Star has thrown it-
self into the unholy crusade against
the sanctity of the Sabbath, I do not
want it any more in my home. There
may be a few respectable people in
favor of Sunday cars, but you know
that all the worst elements of society,
liquor traffic in all its

Yours sincerely, "

attributes of God, for this world is the on

This act of terrorism was attempted
a respectable journal which main.

tained its honest convictions temper-
ately though vigorously, but the Con-
ference President is evidently not
willing to allow freedom of discussion
to those who differ from him in opinion
in this free country.

Judging from what has occurred in
the past the Toronto papers would
have let this intolerance pass unre-
buked if Catholics had been the objact
of attack, as there was not one of the
Protestant secnlar papers to protest
against the numerous resolutions
passed by synods, conferences, and
presbyteries, threatening political
annihilation against any party
which would dare to do justice to
Catholics on the question of Cath-
olic schools in Manitoba, and
whenever Catholic interests were
threatened in any way. Oa the pres-
ent occasion, not only the Star, but
even the Globe, rebukes very mildly the
clerical President for interfering with
the liberty of the press. Thus the
Globe of Thursday says: It is very
much to be regretted that such a letter
should have been written.’ But not
even so gentle a reproof as this was
given when the ministers in their con-
ventions advocated a breach of faith
against Catholics, and a viola-
tion of the Canadian constitution.

The Globe takes occesion from the
intermeddling of this Conference
President to say that ‘* Heads of the
Catholic Church in Quebec have been
warned again and again that their in-
tolerance would destroy their influence
in the community, and the dit-
erence between the boycotting of
L'Electeur and the attempt to punish
a newspaper for its opinions is only a
difference of degree.

We feel it incumbent on us to re
mind the Globz that the Bishops who
condemned /.'Electeur considered it to
be their duty as guardians of the faith
and morals of their flocks, to guard
them against the contamination of false
religious teachings which L'Electeur
was persistently advocating, aud the
Bishops addressed only their own flocks
in condemnation of such teachings.
With the wide liberty of opinion which
Protestant clergymen proclaim to be
the right of every Protestant, no such
p'ea can be put forth that the President
of the Methodist Conference had a duty
to perform in endeavoring to force the
editor of the Stur to adopt his views
on the Sunday car question,

ASHARP REBUFF T0 BIGOTRY,

There has been for some time a de-
termined effort on the part of the A. P.
A. of the United S:ates to prevent the
erection of a Catholic chapel on the
grounds of the military school at West
Point, and the ministers of various
Protestant denominations in several
States have joined the A. P. A, in pro-
testing against it. The latest protest
is from theBaptist ministers of Chicago,
who have asked General Alger,the new
Secretary of War, to revoke the per
mission he has already given for its
erection,

A considerable majority of the stu-
dents of West Point are Catholics, and
this fact is of itself a source of spleen
to the A. P, A. and the ministerial
associations, It is, nevertheless, a
fact that the cadetships of the school
are generally awarded as prizes to the
most successful competitors, so that if
there is a majority of Catholic students
it is because they have succeeded in
distancing the Protestant compeatitors
at the public examinations. As the
purpose of this procedure is to supply
the United States army with competent
officers, true patriots should be glad to
see the best students receive the dis-
tinction, as thereby there is an assur-
ance that the army will be ably offic-
ered, and this fact will count for much
should a time come again when the
country will find it necessary to go to
WA,

The protesters, however, seem t¢
have 1n¢ love of coutitry, for they know
well that & great inducement for really
religious students would be lacking if
they had not the opportunity to attend
their churches on Sunday while they
are at the school—and the country
would be the loser thereby.

The Government is well aware that
this is the case, and for this reason it
was deemed most advisable to give an
opportunity to Catholic students to
agsist at Mass, and the land was given
accordingly for a chapel. The chapel

itself will, however, be built at the
expense of the students themselves,

aided by the contributions of generous
friends,

General Alger has very properly
given a sharp rebuff to the objectors,

He informed them that he is showing

no favoritism by granting the land for

a chapel. He said :

‘‘Much has been said about the

uilding of a Catholic chapel on the
grounds of the United States Military

Academy at West Point. This was a

privilege accorded these People to my

C—
predecessor, who said that simj
privileges would be accorded tq .‘zhe,"
You can state that any other (1..%,:‘
inations wishing to builq 5 chapel op
the grounds, upon the same (o

. I conditiong
will be given an equally adyayye "

3 oo 8 Ageous
site for the building. "Ny fa. :“;l:;

will be sbown to any deng,

and others will be "accorq. i ,‘t“ln
equally as good as that of the a:lx';;\ii
chapel.’

There are already Protestay: hapels
at West Point. but it is said the ]‘mi
testants would gladly give up thefy
chapels, if by so doing they i ob.
tain that the grant of langd for a Catp
olic chapel would he rey ked, on the
plea that there should be .o union be.

tween Church and State: hut ¢ tr
will not avail, as the Government i
termined that both the Protes
Catholic chapels shall remain,

his trj

THE MANITOBA SCHOO] &

The following despatch appear
the daily press of Tuesday last We
give it for what it is worth, and cap
not say whether it be wholly

J partly
true. Probably there will, ere | ng,
be some cffi:ial announcement g ving
the result of Monsignor Merry Del Val's

visit to Winnipeg : —

The Premier of Manitoba has had
two long and important interviews
with Mgr. Merry Dal Val, The under.
standing regarding them is tha: Mr
Greenway has offered to make tfurther
concessions to the Roman Catholi $ of
Manitoba if they will reconcile the
Papal delegate to the compromise, Anp
Inspector of PublicCatholic schools for
Manitoba has been appointed from this
section of the country. He is to g0 t
Manitoba, and see if the schools ( an be
administered in such a Way ag to re.
move all objections, Practically Ser
arate schools are to be conceded a- they
exist in Nova Scotia. The delegs‘e
was to have left for the West this wee
to make his personal inspection. It
stated that Mr. Greenway has
him to delay his visit, on the o1
that it will make it more difii-ult
him to modify the arrangement., At
present, so far as can bhe gath
Mgr. Merry Del Val intends to go
late next week,

K

THE RE MARRIAGE (O}
VORCED PERSONS
The utter confusion which exists
among Anglicans in regard to the most
important Christian doctrines and
usages was exemplified a few davs ago
at a marriage which took place in
Christ Church, Mayfair, England
The marriage was that of Sir Henry
Meredith to Miss Liebert. Sir Henry
is a divorced man and his divorced
wife is living. Most of the Bishops
and several Anglican synods have de-
clared marriages of this kind unlaw-
ful, and have prohibited them as con-
trary to the divine law, but there is no
authority in the Church which can en-
force this law, if law it can be called,
whereas the supreme law of the Church
is the civil law which legitimatizes such
marriages, and requires Anglican
ministers to celebrate them.

There is no uniform practice either
in the Church of England or any of the
sects in regard to the marriage of di-
vorced persons, and though it some-
times occurs that ministers refuse to
marry them usually such marriages
are celebrated by ministers without
scruple, even in spite of Episcopal pro-
hibitions,

At the marriage of Sir Henry Mere
dith, above referred to, a prominent
Anglican minister entered the Church
and read the following protestin a firm
voice, but with quiet demeanor :

““I, William Black, clerk in Holy
Orders, stipendiary curate of St. Sav-
iour's church, Pimlico, and residing at
6 Gray's Inn Square, do allege and de-
clare an impediment to the marriage
of Sir Henry Meredith. His canonical
wife is living, He cannot, therefore,
be coupled to another woman in mat-
rimony by God’slaw. And I have two
I sufficient sureties to be bound ith me

to befmrtles to prove this allegation

And I therefore require you, in obed!
ence to the law as set forth in the Ru-
bric, to cease from proceeding with this
solemnization, and to defer it until
such time as the truth be tried.”
Itisscarcely necessary to say thai
no attention was paid to the protest, but
the marriage proceeded as if there
were nointerruption, There was,how-
ever, considerable confusion created
among the wedding party by the
incident,

There have been in the past maiy
occurences which equally with this
illustrate the diversity of belief con-
cerning the sacredmess and indissolue
bility of marriage. Thus it happened
a couple of years ago that the daugh-
ter of the Protestant Bishop of Long
Island in New York State was divorced
from her husband, and a few weeks
Ago was married, with the approval of
ber father and in his presence, to &
minister of the Protestant Episcopal
Church. In regard to such marriages
all the Protestant’ Churches are in
inextricable doctrinal confusion, some

MAY
e —————
of the minit
are unlawf
State has f
the marriag
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