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THE EPISCOPAL RING
By Right Rov. H. T, Henry, Litt, D,

Mankind has used finger-ringe
not merely for adornment but as
well for wutilitarian, sentimental,
and symbolical purposes. Rings
were used in ancient times, even as
now, as signets ; and to entrust
such a ring to anyone was con-
pidered a mark of confidence. One
explanation of the wedding-ring is
that the husband, by placing it on
the finger of the bride, expresses
his complete faith in her. Other
symbolisms of the wedding-ring
need not detain us here.

It is interesting to find Durandus
apparently implying that the litur-
gical use of the ring arose from
that verse of the parable of the
Prodigal Son (St. Luke, 1
where the father (representing the
Eternal Father) orders a ring to be
put on the prodigal's hand. It is
true that the early Christians used
rings, even as did the pagans also :
but the religious symbols found on'
the rings do not necessarily suggest
any liturgical use. Three impor-
tant testimonies date, however, from
the early decades of the seyenth
century. The ‘“‘pontifical ring" is
mentioned in a papal decree of the
year St. Isidore Seville
says that a ring is given to the
bishop at his consecration to signify
“‘the pontifical dignity or to seal
pecret things.” And the Fourth
Council of Toledo (633) decreed that
a bishop, reinstated after deposi-
tion, is to receive stole, ring, and
pastoral staff.
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THE SEAL OF SECRET THINGS

Why should the ring “‘seal secret
things ?"' Durandus, possibly mind-
ful of Our Lord’s warning that we
ought not to cast' pearls before
swine, dec!ares that as rings were
anciently employed to seal letters
and thus keep their contents secret,
80 the bishop wears a ring to indi-
cate that he should seal up the mys-
steries of Scripture and the holy
things of the Church from infidels
and reveal them to the lowly of
heart.

Why should the ring be deemed
emblematic of the pontifical dig-
nity ? Durandus again*helps us to
the symbolism which has lasted,
indeed, down the centuries, namely
that the ring is a sign of plighted
troth between a bishop and his dio-
cese, a sign of his espousal to the
Bride of Christ committed to his
care to be kept chaste unto her
heavenly Bridegroom, Christ, as St.
Paul says : “'I have espoused you to
one husband, that I may present
you as a chaste virgin to Christ”
(2 Cor. 11:3.) The bishop, argues
Durandus, is the friend of the
Bridegroom and, as His vicar, is in
some wise the Bridegroom also:
““He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom ; but the friend of the bride-
groom, who standeth and heareth
him, rejoiceth with joy because of
the bridegroom's voice’” (St. John,
3:29.)

We may recall how the Blessed
Fisher used the symbolism when
Henry VIII. offered him a promo-
tion from the See of Rochester to
one of ampler revenue and dignity.
Blessed Fisher declined, saying that
he had wedded one spouse (his dio-
cese of Rochester) and he would not
leave her, however poor and lowly
she was.

One might note that the wedding-
ring is placed on the left hand of
the bride, whereas the episcopal
ring is placed on the right hand,
Why ? The answer has been given
that the left hand signified subjec-
tion ; the right hand, authority.

A distinctive ring is also used by
other dignitaries—popes, cardinals,
abbots, prothonotaries, doctors of
theolcgy or canon law, certain
abbesses and certain orders of nuns.

Never did his chisel trace a base
ignoble line.—Mary A. Ford.
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I SEE IT NOW

Newman in a well-known passage
of the Grammar of Assent insists
upon the necessity of experience in
order to realize the meaning of
great writers. The schoolboy looks
up the words in his dictionary and
even uses them, but he does not and
cannot understand them until he
looke up the lines of his classic
author in thedexicon of life. His
author lived what he wrote, and
gave on his pages a transcript of
his experience ; the reader must
have had a like experience, and he
can find it, not in reading but in
living. The boy must have heard
what Newman calls the ‘‘voice of
nature herself’’ before the ‘‘pathetic
half-line of Virgil'’ “at length come
home to him.” ‘‘And afterwards
even in pains & man will take his
joy when he shall have suffered
much,” said Homer, and, wrote
Virgil, ““Perhaps ills like these we
shall be glad in the future years to
recall.”” But who can realize what
Tennyson has styled the ‘‘far-off
interest of tears,” if he has never
through experience reached into
the heart of things from their
tears?

The child who has lost a mother
is dazed, misses the tenderness of
embracing arms, laments uncom-
prehendingly because all around is
sorrow. There is norealization, no,
nor even can be ag there is for
the father who slows his steps
because she will not, as always
before, be there to greet him, and
for whom the food that she used to
serve is tasteless on the tongue.
The child will wonder as the father
gazes searchingly to find the
mother in the off-spring’s looks,
hut the child will not comprehend.
There is for it, as in the case of the
father, no rich, heavily laden past
to measure its loss or weight the
burden of sorrow. The boundless
future is fraught with hope, or at
least is mercifully veiled in
mystery.

If experience and life are neces-
sary to realize that present sorrows
may be future joys, to fathom the
overwhelming significance of the
words, ‘‘Mother is dead,” what
years of intensest living are indis*
pengible or rather helplessly inade-
quate to attain to the meaning of
any one of God’s simplest truths
revealed to us. We must experi-
ence life, according to Newman, if
we are to realize the meaning of
the great authors, and if we desire
to have the words of the Author of
authors come home to us, we shall
need nothing short of the experi-
ence of eternity.

It was once my good fortune in
class to witness the dramatic pres-
entation of a great Catholic truth
by my professor of theology. Per-
haps you may have seen in the
library Migne’s edition of the Latin
and Greek Fathers. Book after
book, shelf upon shelf they stand,
bound in colors which distinguish
the East from the West. The Cath-
olic Church is a tremendous fact in
history. It stretches back through
the centuries as a chain of moun-
tains winds in serried peaks across
the continent. Migne's volumes
were the prophets who back across
the centuries are seen upon the
mountain heights heralding to the
people below their divine message.

Our professor of theology gave
me a vision like that. He wished
us to realize the meaning of the
Real Presence in the Blessed
Eucharist, to fathom the meaning,
or rather to stand foiled with vain
peering on the border of that pro-
fundity of sense in the deep waters
of the words : “‘This is My Body.”
Onre after another, century by
¢ ntury, the witnesses spoke, when
living to their own livirg audiences,
and now out of their printed tomb
tous. Isaw theee Fathers like so
many witnesses lifting up their
hanis to heaven in solemn attesta-
tion of the truth of their words.
Fiom voice to voice I went back
through the ages, from council to
¢ouncil, shrinking at the condemna-
tion of a Berengariue, or elated
with the boldness of a Richard of
St. Victor, or charmed with the
song and science of Aquinas, back
t> the first utterance of those
majestic words. I fancied that
their sound had never ceased, that
the words ''This is My Body’’ went
the apostolic round of the Last
Supper, and ‘hrp“l] to disciples and
to the faithful,"to Stephen dying,
to Paul persecuting, and to Paul
traversing the world. I seemed to
touch with my hand a chain of
clasped hands that terminated in
the secure pledge of Christ’s Divine
Heart. I'hie is My Body’’ came
from the lips of Christ to my listen-
ing ears. I realized that he meant
what he said. My mind could not
exhaust the immensity of that truth,
It could, and did adore; it believed
It had been a spectator of a magnif-
icent fact, of a portentous miracle ;
God has become bread to be food to
to the soul of man. I see it now.
—(Catholie Mirror.
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RATIONALISM AND
MATERIALISM

In spite of their untiring propa-
ganda, rationalism and materialism
meake but little progress among
men. The rationalistic and mater-
ialistic creed fails to appeal to the
man of commonsense and of sound
instincts. It will always remain an
academic plaything confined to a
narrow circle of idle thinkers who,
though boasting of their intellectual
freedom, are nevertheless influenced
by mere prejudicz. The strongest
argument againgt it i8 human
nature itself which vigorously and

\

epontanebusly repudiates a world
view devoid of inspiring and con-
soling elements. The better self of
man clamors for a world that is
overruled by a benign Providence,
and that offers an absolute guar-
antee that the good will ultimately
come to full fruition and be
triumphant along the whole line.
Since materialistic philosophy gives
no such assurance, it can never be-
come & popular creed.

Belief in God is not waning nor is
hope of immortality on the decline
These things are too deeply written
into the very soul of man. They
cannot be eradicated. The theo-
logical structure is far from erum-
bling and no efforts of rationalist or
materialist will ever succeed in
overthrowing it. The witnesses of
God are too numerous in this world
that their voice can ever be drowned
by the blatant boastfulnees of a few
unbelievers. Individuals may lose
their ' belief, but humanity will
never give up its faith.

Materialism simply does not fit
human nature. Men cannot live by
it. It would starve their souls and
leave their - hearts hungry. It
would take the purpose and mean-
ing out of human existence ang
make life a nightmare or a sense-
less farce. A godless ' universe
would make men sick, like the sight
of the horrible motion of maggots
in their carrion bed. Materialism
is too repulsive ever to win the sym-
pathies of mankind.—Catholic
Standard and Times

NEW BOOKS

‘The Catholic Teacher’s Com-
panion.” By Rev. Felix M. Kirsch,
O M. Cap., Rector of Capuchin
College, Catholic University of
America. With a Preface by Right
Rev. Joseph Schrembs, D. D., Bishop
of Cleveland, Ohio, and an introduec-
tion by Rev. George Johnson, Ph.D.,
Catholic Sisters’ College, Catholic
University of America. Imitation
leather, net American seal,
net $3.75.

Many difficulties arise in the
course of the school-day which are
peculiar to the Catholic teacher
alone. Nor can enlightenment upon
them be gleaned in books of peda-
gogy, for they are questions that
lie on the borderland of teaching
and religion. Such delicate spirit-
ual relations as those between the
teacher and Pastor, Superior, and
pupil demand infinite tact for their
proper pregentation. Hence, how
timely as well as indispensable for
every Catholic teacher, Religious or
Lay, is this attractive Manual by
this learned Educationist. He has
covered every phase of activity
throughout the school-day, leaving
behind for each a specific and sound
course of procedure consonant with
Catholic pedagogical method,

But not only does he supply
directions of a spiritual nature ; his
practical analyses of both teacher
and pupil temperament, counsels
for health preservation, hints for
self-improvement in the teaching
process, and various other sugges-
tions of advantage to the profession,
are but a few of the many valuable
subjects treated, as the general
titles of the four parts of the book
will disclose: The Teacher, Her
Character and Her Work ; Moral
and Religious Education ; Inteliec-
tual Education ; and School Manage-
ment.

No Catholic teacher should for a
day be deprived of a book that must
ultimately be procured.
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“‘Sermons.”’ By
Whelan, O. S. A.
25 Postpaid.

The author of these gsermons
neede no introduction to the homi-
letic world. By his popular style
and his erudition as well as by the
fact that he is a professor of
homileties, he has surrounded him-
self with a host of readers that look
to him for help or guidance. Not
only, therefore, will it be found by
its thoroughness, ueeful in the
preparation of sermons, but,
according to the intention of the
author it will be enlightening to the
laity as well. Many of the subjects
treated, such a8 the Holy Name, or
Catholic Education, are suitable for
many occasions in the year, while
all by their apt quotations and
novel treatment are well worth
perusal.

For Sale at the CaTrOLI(
London, Ont.

Rev. John A,
8vo. Cloth. Net,
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MONKS WERE PIONEERS

London, Eng.—The famous York-
shire woolen industry was founded
by monks of Kirkstall Abbey, accord-
ing to the statement by H. B.
McCall, editor of the Archaxological
Journal, in a lecture this week.

The monks of Kirkstall, he said,
were pioneers in agriculture. They
reclaimed swamps, started stock-
breeding on a big scale, besides
founding the Yorkshire woolen
industry.

They also had iron works and
blast furnaces, and Mr. McCall said
he had little doubt that the big
Kirketall Forge Company was really
started ty monks six or seven
centuries ago.

——

THE HON. CHAS. MURPHY

The thanks of the entire commun-
ity are due to Hon. Charles Murphy,
Postmaster Acres and others to
whom may be due the excellen
Post office arrangements enjoyed by
Ottawa during the Christmas rugh.
Not in any year that we recall has
such smooth-working, efficient,

gerviceable assistance been given to
the public both in the rending and
the receiving of mail, Mr. Cnarles
Murphy, the Postmaster-General,
may have his defects as a politician,
but his strongest political opponent
will hardly be prepared to argue
that he has not injected new life and
vigor into the postal service of the
Dominion.—Ottawa Journal, (Con.
servative) Dec. 26,

—

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of our dear
mother, Mrs. John Mulbhall, who died
Jan, 22nd, 1924. May her soul rest
in peace.

—Sons and Daughters,

DIED

Donovan.—At Poltimore, Que.,
on December 1st, 1924, Mrs. Hugh
Donovan, aged sixty-five years.
May her soul rest in peace

SuaveENESsY.—0On Nov. 26th, at
her late residence, Oakville, Ont.,
Brigid E. Shaughnessy. May her
soul rest in peace,

Simons.—At her late residence,
311 Rubidge Street, Peterboro, Ont.,
on December 8, 1924, Elizabeth
Boyle, widow of the late Peter
Simons. May her goul rest in
peace.

Correg.—In Peel T

. on
Monday, December 15,

wnship,
1924,

the late James Fitzpatrick and
Mary Doyle, aged seventy years
Funeral on Monday, December
to St. Martin’s Church,
May her soul rest in peace
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Drayton.

United in spirit to the choir of
angels, pray frequently and earn-
estly for the conversion of sinners,
the perseverance of the sick and
agonizing, and the release of the
soulg in Purgatory.

Let us correct the habit of believ-
ing in men, and of placing our
hopes on them ; let us not correct
ourselves of the habit of loving
them.—Abbe Roux.
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Just Received

Mass Wines

From White Fathers
of Algiers, N. Africa
Send for samples and prices

Eucharistic Tabernacle Safe
Vestry Cabinet
Also, in Stock

Knapp Sanctuary Candles

J. d. M. LANDY

CATHOLIC CHURCH SUPPLIES
16 Pundas St. W. Toronto
(Near Yonge)

PLEASANT
EVENINGS

AT SMALL
COST

This wonderful 4 Tube Radiola IITA
complete with Loudspeaker, Aerial ;
Batteries, Tubes and Phones, sent to
your home, all charges prepaid, for

Only $99.25

No Extras to buy. Sold on a
Ten Day Money Back
Guarantee

Canada Radio Stores

267% PRINCESS ST.
KINGSTON, ONTARIO
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POSITIONS WANTED
OATHOLIC music teacher desires position as

cholr director or ehurch organist in nn‘y part of |
y

Ontarlo, For full particulars kind write
Box 448, CaTnoLio ReoorD, London,Ont
2067 t1

ST. JOSEPH'S HOBPITAL
FAR ROOKAWAY.N. Y,
REGISTERED Non - Seotarlan School for
Nurses, Idealigdocated overlooking the ocean.
Course 274 years: one year of High school
required, Uniforms and book supplied
8156 monthly allowance. 4104

FOR BALK

IN Toronto, well established Dental Practice
in downtown district, Reasonable reutal.
Good Jease, A wonderful opportunity for o
Ontholic dentiet. Forced to leave city on
account of illness In family, Apply to Box 476,
Carnorio Record, London, Ont 210411

HELP WANTED
WANTED, in good Oatholie family
servant to work In Hamilton, Ont, Ieference
required, For particulars apply to Box 468
CATHOLIO REOORD, 299648

eneral

ST, CATHERINKE'S HO8P] TAL
BROOKLYN, N. Y
ST. Catherine's Hospital, Brooklyn N
Rogistered, Non-Sectarian School for Nuj
Conducted by the BSisters of St. Dominie
Uourse 2% yenrs year High BSchool
!‘m(mn-tl, For mrticular Apply to Buper
lntendent of T'raining School 2400 52

One

TRAINING BCHOOL FOR NURSKS
MEROY Hosplua: Lraining School for Nurses
offers exceptional educational opportunities for
competent and ambitious young women
Applicants must be eighteen years of age, and
have one year of High school or {ts equivalent
Puplls may enter at the present time, Appli-
oations may be sent to l?mllmw:hom of Nurses
Meroy Hospital, Toledo, Ohio, 2106

It Was REAL FUN

~Learning to Play the Piano in 90 Days

We had been married
years, and alréady Bob’s
was slipping Instead of remaining
in evenings, he used to spend his time
elsewhere, or devote his time to playing
on his violin, entirely indifferent to me
Frankly, I was living through days of
misery

only three
love for me

One day, while reading a magazine |
came Aacr« an amazing story——of a
woman who had learned to play the
piano in 90 days ! Was it possible ?
Fascinated, I read on and on, and
learned how she had mastered the
piano by herself, in her spare time
without a teacher

S8

I stopped. A wonderful thought had

occurred to me Why couldn’t | .:..r
what this woman had ? And — how
happy I could make Bob by accompany
ing him on the piano ! Full of enthus
iasm, I wrote to the U. 8, School of
Music for their course,

with your fin
? Then by all
School of Music fo
of the booklet

drumming
music plays
to the U. 8

means \
ra copy
““Music

I, who had never known
® single® thing about
music, was absolutely
astonished at the re
markable simplicity of
their print -and - picture
method. As easy as the
A. B. C

My progress
wonderfully rapid,
soon | was rendering
selections of music
which pupils who study
with private teachers .

Piano v
Organ
Violin
Drums and
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. Tenor
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and
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Clarinet
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Play Your Favorite
Instrument

Automat «
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an illustrated folder
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about our special short-
time Reduced Price
Ofier.

Remember, 1
master any instrument
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Compositior
ight Sirging
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for years can’t play.
You see, through this amazing short
cut method, all the difficult, confusing,
tiresome parts of music are eliminated
and the playing of melodies is reduced
to a simple, easy-to-understand method
that anyone can follow with ease.

But my greatest happiness came
the day that Bob found out. Words
can’t describe his look of astonishment.
And what a change seemed to come
over him as he eagerly drank in my
story. Then it was I realized what
music had meant to him. As he ex
pressed it, playing the violin was abso
lutely flat without the accompaniment
of a piano

Today Bob finds new delight in his
violin and I have kept right on with
my piano studies. Our musical even
ings are a marked success and we are
able to offer our friends entertainment
they enjoy

Do you like music ?
listen to it? Hum it?
yourself tapping with

Do you like to
Do you find
your foot or

31 1‘.‘\( Al

> through this wonderful
| coure. Whatever your favorite instru
ment, you can learn to play it in your
spare time, through this ortcut
method. Send for coupon the book
and illustrated folder will A'l
ONCE. U. 8. School of Music,
2931 Brunswick Bldg., New
York, N. Y.

come

U. 8. School of Music
2931 Brunswick Bldg., New York Cit
your free
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Old English Ballads

Twenty Years at Hull House

Sir Roger De Coverley
Fairy Talee

Sohrab and Rustum and Other
Pride and Prejudice

Sense and Sensibility

N—Essays

BAKER—Out of the Northland

BLACKMORE—Lorna Doone

BOSWELL—Life of Johnson (Abridged)

BROWN, ED.—Epoch Making Papers in Amaer-
ican History

BROWNING, MRS.—Poems

R.—Shorter Poems

Speech on Conciliation
BURNS—Poems
BAKER—Short Stories and Collections
BULWER-LYTTON—Last Days of Pompeli
CARHART elections from American Poetry
CARLYLE—Essays on Burns and Burns'
Poems
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Alice in Wonderland
—Prologue, Knightes Tale, Nonnes
s Tale
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Prue and I
Two Years Before the Mast
Robinson Crusoce, Pt. I
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¢ SANBORN—English Narrative
ANBORN-—Oral Reading Poems
G KF Cranford
GATHANY, ED.—American
Prose and Verse
GOLDSMITH—The Deserted Village
GOLDSMITH—Viecar of Wakefield
GRIMM—Fairy Tales
HALE—Man Without a Country
HALL—Select Orations
HART-—Representative Short Stories
HAWTHORNE—Grandfather’s Chair
HAWTHORNE—House of the Seven Gables
HAWTHORNE—Mosses from an Old Manse
HAWTHORNE-—Twice Told Tales
HAWTHORNE—Tanglewcod Tales
HAWTHORNE—Wonder Book
HAWTHORNE—Scarlet Letter
HELLER—Early American Orations
HOLMES—Selections from Poems
HOLMES—Autocrat at the Breakfast Table
HOMER-Iliad, Translated
HOMER-—Odyssey, Translated
HUGHES—Tom Brown's School Days
IRVING—Alhambra
[RVING—Life of Goldsmith
[RVING—Sketeh Book
IRVING—Tales of a Traveller

Patriotism in

Notes

IRVING
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KEARY—He
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LAMB—Tale:
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LOCKHART
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from Shakespeare
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f the Wild
FEI
iFEL
sFEI
FEI I'al side Inn
LOWELL- sion of Sir Launfal
LOWELL~—Earlier Essays
MACAULAY > y on Addison
MACAULAY Cssay on Clive
MACAULAY-—Essay on Milton
MACAULAY Essay on Warren Hastings
MACAULAY Life of Johnson
MACAULAY-—Poems
\ Morte d'Arthur

Comu ete
! Paradise Lost,

McCONNELL~—Southern Orators
PALGRAVE-—Golden Treasury
PARKMAN-—The Oregon Trail
"ITTENGER—Collection of Short
"LUTARCH—Three Lives

I, II

Homer's
Rape of the I
{GER—English 3
Cloister and The Hearth
ELT-—Writings
Selected Poems
vn of Wild Olives and Queen

me and Lilies and King of The

Lady of the Lake

Romeo and Juliet

summer Night's Dream
IT

ARE
§ ESPEARI King
SHELLEY and KEATS
SHERIDAN-—Rivals and School for Scandal
SOUTHEY—Life of Nelson
SULLIVAN—Washington to
SPENSER—Faerie Queen, I.
ST. JOHN-—Narrative and Lyrical Poems
STEVENSON-—Travels with a Donkey and
Inland Voyage
SWIFT-—Gulliver's Travels
TAPYOCK-—Modern Reader's Chaucer
TENNYSON--Idylls of the King
Y In Memoriam
The Princess
Shorter Poems
Henry Esmond
English Humorists
Hound of Heaven
Walden
'ELYAN-—Life
Aineid
TON-—Farewell
WEBER-—Southern Poets
WHITTIER-—Snowbound
WISTER—The Virginian
WORDSWORTH-—Shorter Poems
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Selected Poems
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by Isabel Cecelia Williams, A sweet

tale of a self-sacrificing elder asister

‘ whose ambition to keep the little household

| together is told with a grace and interest
that are irresistible
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y of American life founded on fact,
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