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It is sade 0 eny that the average
American Catholic dees not under-
stand the "Roman Question.” And
because he doss not understand, he
ie not very intensoly interested. Yet
he ought 4o be interesied.

yvear to the Catholics of tke United
States for the moral and financipl
sappored that it has been deprived of
in other countzies. As sinosre,
staunch Catholics, sver mindful of
the fact Shat"the Pope is the Viocar
of Chrisl, upon earth, we ought to
foel it & privilege t0 enter into and
understand the $rizls and burdens
that constantly weigh wupon the
august Person who kas wunder his
daily care the souls of three hundred
million Oatholios throughout the
world, To see such interest mani
fosted, to vealize such undsretanding
is attempted among his children muét
delight and lightsn the heart of the
White Father ot Christendom and
cause bhim 8o attack with venswed
vigor and courage the difficult task
of leading Chyist's chosen enes fo
the eternal haven of happiness and
reat,

Thie yearx of 1920 brings around
an anniversary that should be of the
greatest interest to American Cath
olios, and we should also endeavor
to undexstand its impeort. Usually
anniversaries are eccssions for joy-
ful ocelebrations. Bul there is
nothing in this one $o cause joy; it
really makes sadness grow deeper.
On September 20, the present Holy
Father had %o realize that fifty years
have now passed since the Vicar of
Christ flzat became & prisonexr in hie
palace of the Vatican. Fox 1100
years, until 1870, the Popes exercised
temporal power in certain portions
of Italy, which included the
Romagna district, the Marches (all
that territory on the Adriatic avound
Ancona and Ravenns), the Umbrian
gection, the Latium, and lastly Rome
itself. Over that large expanse of
territory, the Bishops of Rome ruled
a8 kiongs, and #heir wight to this
property was founded on a stzonger
title than tha% possessed by any
king in Europe. ! by
othere, not by srmed couques$, bus
chiefly by donation and gif$, the
Popes had wxeceived this territory
from she ¢ime of Pepin and Char
lemegns onwards, [he people,
harassed time snd sgain by enemies,
camsé to realize that the Popss were
their best friends and pas them
gelves unde their jurisdiction
Tho question of she foandation and
growsh cof the
repay the man who makes a stady
of it. It will auffice here to say that
the title by which the Popes ruled
over so large a portion of Italy until
1870 restsd en the strongest foun-
dations of justice.

Buat the people of Piedmont were
determined %o wunite italy into a
grand nation, with Rome as the
capital. Isaly, at this time (about
1848 onward¢), was composed of a
number of emall primcipalities, such
a8 the kingdom of Napleg, the
duchies of Milan and Parma, efe.
Venice was in the hands of the
Austrians, sand Rome, with ils
envirne, was usunally guarded by
French troops until $he breaking out
ol the Fsanco-Prusgian war. Listle
by little thess #srrisories fell into
the hands of the Pledx
had as their king Victor Emmanuel
Il., the geandiather of tha pressné
king of Italy. On October 26, 1867,
the Italian tr under Garibaldi,
entered the States and
absolutely ignoring the right of the
Popa to shis property, proceeded $o
conquer them. The Papal #troops
a handful compared 8o the Pied
monteses), fcught valiantly, but to
no avail., Cavoar, the Prime
Minister of Victor Emmanusl, had
sala tha mass be tha capital
of Ita o the msarch
comme and on Sept.
the Pladmwontese
General Cad nte
nosges n olity
Toae Papal ftroops made
fecble resistance, ns the

, did not want
h]onrmn ad And &0 th
that Popes had made giorious
and wondezful by theix presence and
work pasa ym them after eleven
centuries tBrough mere mighs. As
a prolest agsinss such high-handed
action, the Popes havae slected to
consider themselves as priecners in
the Vatican Palace undil just resti
tution has been mads,

The Popes Lhave
Temporal Powsr. Do they really
need it? Is it necessary for the
greater efficiency of their work ?
These ars the queations that every
loyal American Catholic ought to
ask., It will not do, ta say offhand,
a8 some Amerigan OChtholice are
inclined to do, that the Pope is
better off without this earthly king
dom. Whoever gpsaks thas is with
out knowledge.

Our coasideration, therefore, in
this paper is from the religious side
For the moment we exciude the
politica!, territorial and other
agpects of the Roman question. A
from the vreligioas standpoint we
unhepitatingly eay that some tem-
poral power is neceesary for the free
and mlmmmr»xd exercies of that
spirit power which the Pops
wields as the Viear of Christ upon
earth. As Catholics, we balieve
that the Pope, as the successor of St,
Peter, has bren Divinely chossn by
God to rule the whole Church free
and iodependent of any earthly
power. We aleo acknowledge that
all Catholics owsa his Holiness un
qualified obedience in religious mat
terg. Furthermore, we believe that
the Bishop of Rome, and only the
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Bishop of Rome, is the successor of
8t. Peter. The conclusion, there-
fore, must be that our Falth teaches
us that the DBishop of Rome by
Divine choice must rule the Chwgeh
and that
we owe him childlike cbedience. It
is certain therefore, that it ig the
holy will of God that the freedom 6f
the Pope be completely secured, Bo
that unhampered in any way he may
lead the whole flock of Chriet in
spiritual masters. No Oatholic can
deny the truth of that conclueion
without feeling that he is ncting
ngoinet the will of God. No Catho
lig, therefore, can approve of any act
by which the Pope is deprived of hie
full freedom and action ms Vienr of
Christ,

The Pope be free ns
Since the
received this
he has a right to

musté then
head of the Chuarch.
Bishop of Rome has
right from God,

determine the meana that he deems |

necessary in order to #xercise his
sublime office most fully and without
molestation of any kiad, These
means may differ with the change of
time and ciroumsiance. But we are
conocerned only with one of these
meang, the Temporal Powser of the
Popes.

Common senge mush tell any one
that the Pape is only really free and
independent in Rome, when he is
absolutely not eubject $0o any one
else. Moreover, the gsame common
ssnge tells ue that such freedom and
independence are best had in Rome
when the Pope himeelf is the fem
poral ¥uler of Rome. History, fur-
ther, tells us that the Popes, almost
from the very moment shat the
Chuych emerged from the catacombs
in the time of Constantine, have
been the profectors ef the Roman
people and bave exsrcised from that
time some political power which

| geaduplly grew into the regal anthor-

ity that they possessed through

St. Besrnard we-
minds us that God “loves nothing
dearer than the freedom ef his
Chuarch.,” Our concept of the
Church /and the Divine Pravidence
that guides her leads us fo the con
clusion that God so shapsd events
that the Head of the Church would
be made secure by the
Power. Leo XIII. thus expresses
thie thought : " By the really singu
lar wisdom of Divine Providence it
happened that the Roman Pontiff
sheuld have the civil leadership in
the Roman Empire which had been
divided inéo s0o many principalities.

Farthermore, evenss of tha Is
filty yeare have proved conclusively
me
exe¢rcige his sublime coffice in a way
befitting its greas dignivy and impor
tance, He is really dependent upon
governmental mesasures and wpon
the whims of ministers of Siate,
houses of Parliament end the crowd,
In a word, hs is rsally at the meroy
and good pleasure of others. Fin-
ally, every one of the four Popes who
have shared the prison howea of the
Vatican has $old us clsarly and posi
tively ' that the Temporsl Power of
nt in
order that they
pendently

may, freely and
of any power or seoular
prince, .in and guide the entixe
C‘.mrc"i." Our present gloriously
reigning Holy Father expressed fae
same idea in
November 1, 1914, " To the wish fox
a prompt peace among the nations
we join the dssirs also for a discon
tinuance of the abnormal state
which the Head of the Church fin
himsel?,’ This 1ast reason, the pro
tests of the four Pepes, should
more than gufficlent. The Pope is
the compatent judge in thig
tion, and when Banedict XV. asseris
that he has not freedom of actio
every Catholic must humbly acceapt
his declarstion. No Catholie, the:
fore, is required to defend tha Te
poral Power bscauss the Pops,
the legitimate prince o

unjastly dseap
No, the real reason for dsfending
tha Pope's Temporal Power is a
gironger and de 13 b3 A
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question will always
tha true one. Our
fellow-oitizens may nof
viewpoint, but that is no reason why
we should give up principles euch as
theee.

Can a solution be given for this
most diffiouls gquestion? As loyal
sons of the Church, we must await
her solution. The Pope, as the chiel
one involved, must be consulted.
There is exaotly whers $the mistake
has occurred in every attempt mada
to solve the problem. The I[talian
Government has deawn up laws, has
formulated plans abou# this vexed
question, but abways the Pope, who
is the one most vitally affected, -has
been ignored. He has not been con-
sulted; he has not bean requested to
give his opinion. He has been
treated not ag the greatest ruler in
the world, for such he is, but more
like a deposed ruler who is to get
something through the mercy of the
eonqueror. The Pope must, there
foras, be a very active party to
plang
of the Roman question, and his
rights must be reeognized. It is not
80 mush a question of territory as it
is the acknowledgment of csrtain
rights that the Vicar of Christ has
from the Divine Founder of the
Church., It ia safe to eay that the
Pope has no deeire &6 break up the
Italinn nation; he has nothing bul
love for Italy, Buat there are certain
fundamental oonditions that must
have place if a reconciliation is o be
had,
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Fire#, 4he Pope must be recognized
08 & supra-national sovereign, with
the vight %0 be indepsndent of every
earthly ruler, net beceusse of any
concession on the part of & govern
mend, bub because his exalted office
requiree such freedom,
the right to have ot his disposition
all the means necessary for the
work of his great mivistry, independ
ent of any earthly suthority, muet
be acknowledged. Thirdly, the inde-
pendence of the person of the Pope
and his official note, of his place of
residence and his offices, togethaer
with the independence of a portion
of territory in keeping with
dignity of a sovereign and not of a
deposed ruler, This independencs
mugt be coosidered not as a gifs
from some earthly governmen#, but
88 n right Inherent in the Pope's
office,
to say exachly what extent of terri
tory 18 accepfable to the Holy See.
But it would nof take. Italy very
long %o find out the answsr
would go direct 40 the Pops and ask
him. This bhas never besn done,
and thersfore there Mas keen no
solution of the Reman Question.

But let ne raal Catholic think that
it isn dend issue because as long as
the Papacy exists it must be frae ob

any earthly power, and certainly it !

does not poesess such independence
today. We must not fall into the
quesr theories with which gome
would surround the Roman Question;
but rather, realizing ite true impars,
give comfors and smppsrt to the One

whom Chriet has placed to rule over |

us, in his struggle to free his exalted
office from any dependsnce on earthly
governments. We should, as loyal
and eslaunch COatholics, stand with
the convers Browneon in,saying that

"1t is enough %o say that the Pope |
never wae & eubject of any temporal |

prince and never can be.
the Church nre gitts $o God.
attacke the epirituslity atéacks God.
The temporal power of the Pops is
the property of the
Tha Pope is not free today; hs asays
& himself. That enough for us,
Wae will do everything to help and
nothing to hinder him in getting
back that frue freedom and indepen-
dence thef is a pert of his office.—
McNamara in Amerioa.
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' Fathey 50-and-Sd is stmck up, or
Father So-and-So makes himseit too
common. Or, he's too friendly, or
1 $00 oold, or he mixes too
with the- peop'e, or he's never
outside the rectory.”

" He talks too much about money.”
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goo M mbout money to hir
and he has maay a bad wo
ng who among l‘ln eritice 18 g
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priegt i 0 make
childre: r0d, heirs of heavan, by
administering of
Baptism. Lafter in life a priest was
anxious to nourish them with the
Brend ol Angels. Pecrhaps like the
Good Shepherd he broughi them
back whep they had sérayed far
off into the desers of sin. And when
death draws near all the horror of
its coming will bs los#, please God,
in $he consoling presence of a prieat
al their side. They forgot this —
these critios of the priest.

And they forget that when sorrow
comea o the priesd, like tha Master,
80 His dieciple, the priest is alone
in his agony. He has renounced all
that the world values. No human
love is there to lighten his burden.
He has given up all to take on
Chriss, f0o bs a man consecrated to
the work of helping others doubly
consecrated to God. He does not
complain—he wishes to be like His
Master—but be is only human and
the trial is often bitter. The world
can give -him nothing—not love, not
even a home, Few of the
human interests with which other
men may lawlally engage themselves
are open to him. He is man-gpart.
And he knows that when he dies, he
wiil in all probability be very quickly
forgotéen by those for whom he has
given his li(e, unmourned, very often
unprayed for.

Oh, it is easy fto
ministers, and many there are to
throw stones.” But how many Cath.
olica ever pray for their priests that
God may give them the graces they
need ? })o you ever offer a Com.
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munion for them ?
all yeur life make a Novena for the
priests of youx parish ?

Don't oriticiee your prieste. Say
a prayer for them now and then
instend.—Intermountain Catholie.
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While it ill besomes us to make
remarks as 1o what we ses in chureb,
still one who bhas his eyssight can.
not fall $o nutice and wondex at the
onreless manner in which meany |
make the tign of the cross, We were |
taught from our esrliest years that
fo properly make ths sign of the |
oross one must reverently touch the |
forehead, then the breast, then the |
letd shoulder, and then she right,
" In the name of the Father
Son and of the Holy
Ghbosb."”

Very well, but whal do we but|

A person comes into
make some sort of down
ward jerk, enfers a pew, makes a
movement with the right hand
toward the fsrebend, then one as
theugh trying to brush a fly from |
off his nose—and sthe operation of
muaking the eign of the croes is com-
pleted ! Or again a squirm in the |
alr is made with a motion Iowurdl
the breast which one might easily
imegine was intended $o brush (tf
fly ox atom of dust,

Whether anything is said -‘unn”
Hnu series of epasmedic movemonts, |
iod slone knows. Csréainly the
uclmm. do not inspire one with the |
idea that there is much reverencs |

Now, shis should |

In t:]nll..g ona's self
must or should think of whu”
What would a non.’|

eholding the care- |

not ke so.
one
be is doing.
Cagholic shink on @
Nstarally he |

" What was |

this escred action ?
would wonder and say.
1@ tnying to do ?

Apart from the scandal such care
lees conduct gives, it is incumbent |
upon us #o bless, oursslves with
deliberate and holy thoughkts of what
we axe doing and eaying. Watch she
manner in which religious make the
bholy sign of the cross, and see
whereln yeu mse lacking. We a8
are bound to make that
sign with reverence just as much
as they are, and we will be held
wecountable for our carslessn It
fo receive a cavelessly
lettar from a friend whe
name was gerawled 1 h s
that we coabd hardl ake it
1ld think b id not reepsct
and thed no matter boy strong
profestation of friendship was we
would consider it §0 a certein sxteny |
but a mockevy or perheps a positive |
and should he in the lstier
ask a faver we would lovg hesitate
to even give him a reply,

When we go to chur or pray |
we God to blews us and gvant |
8 and we desire to tbhank

what we have already

Hesnoe it follows that we
fire¥ ¢f all remembsr whom
are sbout to address end beg'n

petitions by revewently and
devoutly making the wmign of the
San Frencieco Monikor.
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But love wiil nob ye)
desr departed loved onse from th
paing of Pargatory, unless we wlso |
pray. Praser in the K-y of Heaven,
and the key alsao of Pargatory.
When the poet put into the mouth of |
the dying Arthur his fond sdieu to
hig faitaful knighs couplad with the
warniog that if he did not look upon
his face again, $o pray for his soul,
he stressed a weak point in human
nature. |

The bereaved ava seldom wanting
in love for their departed, but they
are often wanting in prayer. And so |
the Christian kiog seeing the gulf of |
Pargatory opsuoing to receive him,
cautioned hie faithiul follower to
rendexr not empty love bus efMoncious |
prayers. ''So let your prayers rise
like a fountain night and day. For
more things are wrought by prayer
than this world knows of.”

The brimming eye, the ohoked
voice, and the heavy heart batoken
only sorrow. They are actions shat
a man might play. But the uncess
iog prayer, the dailly pleading wish |
God to have wmeray on the soul of
the faithtul departed is an ac# of |
faith. Vain are our protestations of |
sorrow if they are not made effective {
with prayers. Herein is she tphe |
Christian differentiated from the !
pagan. I

|
|
|
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The man of the world mourns as
one who has no hope, bat the Chris
tian §uxns sorrow into joy by the
hope that prayer wiil soon relense
the departed loved one from guffering [
into happiness. S8 Augustine tells us |

| these holy seul

| for us before ths Throne

{ would
jﬂl

| able

:LA . nd yei Jusiise B

that we muet suffér loving souls to
mourn over the loss of their dear
enes and not debar them from the
ralief of tenre ; yet these tears'should
be dried snd their grief soothed by
the belief that the just when their
debt of nature is pald will enter o
be#ter life and are ssparated from us
only for a litsle whils.

A mousner should hope, not fsar
fox the friends whom he has loet.
3¢, Francis de Sales fownd the
fhonght of Purgatory consoling
rather than alsrming end regrebtied
that peopl® thought so much of the
paing atid so livtle ol the joye of
Purgatory " tor ¢he soule enjoy there
an inSericr peace with which no
enrthly happiness is comparable.’

Dante apostropbizes the sonle in
Purgatoxy shme: “O happy wouls,
secure, whene'er i come, of etnte
peaceful rest” Languishicg for
love, awaiting the hour of deliver
ance, veonre of efernal happinasss
look to us for aseiat-
3y our prayers we csn, help
them, By our prayers we can give
glory to God by filling Heaven with
saints, by our prayess we can help
oureslves, by aesuaging our grief, by
paying the deb# of fxue remembrance,
and by providing ' ourselves with
poweriul intercessors who will plead
of God
when we in our turn shall be
numbered among the gouls in Purga
tory.

A pious custom now more honored
n the breach than in the obssrvance
decreed thas on hearing the news of
& death, or in mentioving one who
bad passed aw the spsaker would
add " God have mercy on his soul.”
We cancot afford to sllow any such
pious legacies from Catholic times to
| become obsolete.—The Pilot,
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FOR DIVORCE
EVIL

Justice Ruesell Benedict of the
New York Suprame Cours enjoys the
honor and distinoticn of many years'
ssrvice on the bench. Because of
the fact, thersfore, will tcarcely be
contested tnal his experiences have
b2en varied, hie knowledge extended,
and his cooclusic ripened to a
degree of aocceptability.

Such being the case, a la¥ge pro-
portion of the American pecple ovght
to be interested in a decision bhe
banded down n few days ago, expres-
ging a8 he does therein his views on

of America's great evils, and
gesking in positive ferms bhis cure
ing thp New
York Legislature of last year for

réeniug from five to three years
tae period afier which :n applicasion
for permission to might be
made, Justice Benedicy decla ed that
the " only effective way %0 cure the
divorcs evil was to prohibit the re-
merrisge of divorceee during the life
of eitber party.

In swpport of his
based, no doubs, on
experisence, and BuUsStk
mads psrsonal know
hs exta: the assurance
large proportion of divorce actions
never bhave been browghs
pisintiff wers prchiwited fur
acting alllance, arrange-
nents for which are not infrequently
made before tke suit is begun.

We have herein etated sn undeni-

fect—now sn aliogetber too
non condition—a fact proved by
d publie recorde,
)nal expeariance
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servios on the bench,
other conflrmatory acd
rensons that Justice Benediot's ocure |
for the divurce evil is an elhctlu
remaedy ?

To prohibit the remarrisge
divorcses would unquestionsbly end
the now very common csnniving and
the compounding of sin and crime
involved in divorce wuite., The
private and primary puvpose today
in the majority of divorce cases
marriege, or more propesly, legalized
concubluage—wounld bs destreyed
I'o those who regsrd {4 as mar
eivil conteact marriegs woul
made » more setious matfer,
sideration wcould retard haste,
haede mads thoughttul shyeugh
remarriags probibition would
alnly veduce $0 # minimam at
that pres pre urce
orce, javenile runawsys

Other sound snd ncceptable ren
sons might be advanced. Encugh,
bowever, is here for substantiation
of Judge Jenedict's suggestior
which even if it failed to produce all
that 1t promises in his sssurance,

has ye

re-

o)y &
ke
Con
and
the
cer

lifla sc

ary

ganction of the law whieh
What God hath jolned together let
no man put asunder.—Church Pro-
gress,
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