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THE FRENCH ELECTIONS. 1

The French elections, which took
place on May 0 h., though ot termina-
ted by one polling, indicated almost
beyond a doubt that the present gov-
ernment has been sustaiced with its
anti-religions policy.

Paris, which in former times may be
gaid to have ruled France, is now cer-
tainly very closely divided. The city
sends forty memb:rs to the Chamber of
Deputies. In thirteen of these divis |c
jons there was no election on May 0th,
as no candidate received a majority of
the electorate. In the twenty seven
divisions in which the elections were
completed, the Opposition party was
slightly abead, but it is ex pected that
in the other thirteen where a second
ballot was taken on May 13th, this
slight advantage will be lost and that
the final division of parties wonld be
very close, if not quite even 80 far
as the city is concerned. This is what
happened in the election of 1002,

The polling of votes was much larger
thoughout Krance than on any pre
vious occasion, showing that the elector-
ate took more than nsual interest in
the elections, yet the day passed off
very quietly, and there were Do diz-
turbances. Nevertheless, the booths
were guarded by the military and
police, but their intervention was not
needed anywhere, 80 far as heard of.
This fact would confirm the view to
which we have already given utter-
ance, that the Clerico-Royalist plot
which it was pretended by the Govern-
ment, had been discovered, was a mefe
pretext to strengthen their cause 1'n
the eyes of the populace by making it
appear that the Clericals are in league
with the Royalists to overthrow the
Republican form of government in
contravention of the often expressed
wishes of the nation.

The total number of seats in the
Chamber of Deputies is 591, The two
principal parties into which these are
divided are called the Bloe, and the
Anti-Bloe. The Bloc consisted in the
regent Chamber, of one hundred and
forty Radical Ropublicans and ninety
Socialists—a total of two hundred and
thirty—bat beside these the govern:
ment was sustained by a large percent-
age of the moderate_Republicans, who
pumbered one hundred and twenty.
The moderate Republican vote was
necessary, and will still be necessary
to sustain the present Government.
The Anti Bloc party cot gists of the
rest of the Deputies, two hundred and

who are not

number,
general policy, as there

forty-one In
united in one
are among them Royalists of varions
shades, Bonapartists and a few anti
somites, besides those who are declared
ly maintainers of the church.

this that for tke
government, there

It is clear from
maintenaace of any
must be a large proportion of the mod-
Ropublicans to support it, and
of tho vote of this

erate
upon the division

party tho st \bility of any government

has made its appearance in Poland and
has given a good deal of trouble by en-
deavoring to take possession of the
Catholic churches in various towns and
villages,
priests and congregations.
sons were severely wounded in these
conflicts, and in some instances even

Blouie, in the Province of Warsaw, the
Catholic church building was taken by
these Schismatics, but was retaken by
the Catholics, who assembled to the
pumber of 2,000 in order to regain their
property.
but not without some bloodshed, as two
persons are reported to have been
killed
woanded more or less severely.

dioceses the doctrines of the new sect
have been promulgated, and even the
Holy Father has responded to the re-
quest of the Bishops to aid them in
maintaining the authority of the church.
The Holy Father has done this by
writing a fatherly but firm epistle show-
ing that it is the duty of the faithful to
adhere to the teaching of the pastors
of the church, who are their Bishops
and priests teaching the doctrines of
the Apostles, and that the teachers

A STRANGE NEW SECT.
A religious sect called the Mariaviste

the Catholic
Many per-

driving out

ives have been lost. In a town named

The sectaries were defeated,

in ths conflict, and twenty
This schism has created much anxiety
)n the part of several Bishops in whose

whe are endeavoring to lead the people
into false ways are deceivers whom they
should not follow.

It is hoped that the Holy Father's
advice will bear good fruit, the more
especially as the Mariavist leaders have

much alarm lest some fatal accident
had happened him.

But, after some months, his brother,
who lived in the same town with the
absent tradesman, received an un-
expected telegram from London an-
pouncing that tte absent brother
would be at home within a few hours,
and accordingly he appeared at the
time appointed.

The man's mind is an absolute blank
in regard to what has happened him.
During his absence he had grown a
great beard, and his wild and haggard
look indicates that he must have suf
fered much during the interval. He
only remembers, however, that he was
wandering on a London street when he
became conscious that he was lost.
After a little refloction, he remembered
his brother's address, and despatched a
telegram to him with the resvlt above
mentioned. He has not yet been able
to tell any more concerning himself.
A third case is that of a remarkably
handsome man who goes about to the
different localities of Wales where
specially fervent devotions are being
carried on in continuation of the re-

vival., This man does not anywhere
explain who he is. He is fairly
well dressed in somewhat rough

material, and his prayers at the meet-
ings he attends are remarkable for their
apparent favor. When the meetings
are over he strides away rapidly over
the mountains, leaping on his way over
hedges and gates, and not reappearing
in the locality until there is a new
semi revival there which ensures his
return.

met with a sudden discomfiture which
may have the eflect of opening the
eyes of their deluded follovers, or at
least of a majority of them.
The Mariavist leaders told their
followers that the celebrated Father
Joha of Kronstadt, who is regarded by
the people of the Orthodox Greek
church as a saint, is a new reincarnated
Messiah. But Father John has repudi-
ated the Mariavists in a most deter-
mined manner, disclaiming the Messiah-
ship with which they sought to invest
him. In addition to this, Father John
has denouncced the Mariavist sect as a
foolish movement. It remains to be
seen what effect these denunciations
will have upon the new sectaries, who
are greatly discomfited by the rebuff
they have received.
—
AFTERMATH OF
REVIV AL,

THE A

It is stated that as a result of the re-
cent general revival in Wales, numer-
ous instances of eccentricity have
appeared which approach very closely
to insanity, even if they cannot be
actually so called in every instance.
One of these instances is that of a
teacher of a girls’ school at Bridgend,
who, after the revival, absented her

prostrate on the floor.
from her semi comatose state,

ward.

self from her school for several days
without giving any warning, and was
tken found at the house of a friend,
some distance away from the village,
Being roused
she in-
formed her friends who had been seek-
ing her that she had heard a voice
from heaven informing her that she
must remain in solitude until she should
be called to receive her heavenly re-

She was evidently not in a condition
to resume her duties in the school, and,
at a meeting of the School Board, the

depends. At the present moment the
moderate w th
more or less cordiality the policy of

Republicans support fact was elicited that the young lady

Premier Sarrien, and it is by means of enthusiastic attendants at the revival
them that he has obtained the support
of the Chamber so far ; but he must
after all, even now proceed warily and
with some show of moderation in order

be restored to her normal state.
members of the board

40 retain tho support of a majority in vigorous terms the whole revival move-
the Chamber which is divided into so | ment, which they declared had resulted
many parties. in bringing several weak-minded per

M. Doumer, the President of the sons of the neighborhood to the verge

Chamber, is the recognized leader of | of, if not actually into, a condition of

the moderate Republican party, and it | insanity.

is said that he has strong hopes of be It was resolved that the school-room
coming the premier of a more stable

government than France has had

for years. llis success or failure in | ings therein without a vote of th
this will depend much upon his ability
to consolidate a union of his party with
either the party of the Bloc or that of
the anti-Bloes.

About one-third of the districts
which have elected deputies are still
to be heard from, as there was no
majority for any eandidate at the first
election of May 6. The result of the
second ballot of May 13 will, therefore,
decide finally the complexion of the
new Chamber.

of the chairmen
board of managers.

permission

gome resemblance to
tioned, was that of a prosperous trade

friends, and was not heard of lor sever:
months.

- -

The Bishop of Salford, England, on
being asked by a reporter of the Man-
chester Guardian how far the Kduca-
tion Bill at present before Parliament
meets or fails to meet the Catholic
position, answered : ** Why, it doesn't

himself saved, and

regularity, and it was noted thi

meet or claim at all. It ignores our | to his oust)mers on the state h

conception of religious education al- | ¢  their souls, exhorting them Bat in all these m:ltten the PUEpISS

together ; it iguores our vested in- g 8 of the work is kept in view, to furnish
t» attend the religious services

torests—what we have spent and done
—in education : it takes from us the
gupreme end for which we have kept
our schools up — to preserve the relig-
jous life and faith of our children. In
a word it is, as it stands, an impossible

vival has been held.

Miss Morgan, had been one of the most

and it was decided to give her some
months leave of absence till she should
Some
denounced in

should not for the future be given to
the purpose of holding religious meets

board, called together for the purpose,
as toveral of the school managers or
trustees declared that the school houses
had been too easily made a rendezvous
for religious fanatics who met there by
of the

Another remarkable instance, bearing
that just men-

man who suddenly left his business and

He had been greatly moved
by the revivalist's appeals to declare
had done so.
He attended the meetings with great

he took every opportunity to speak

which are still kept up by the people
in many of the localities where the re-
This had gone on
tor a couple of months before his sud-

We have frequently heard of results I
similar to these occurring after the |
highly sensational revivals which from
time to time move our Protestant
brethren to an intense degree. Is it
because there is too much appeal to
emotion and too little to reason and
true foundation of faith in thc manaer
of conducting these revivals ?
—
RELIGIOUS FAKIRS.
In these days of the supposed en:
lightenment of the twentieth century
religious fakirs appear to fare very well
at the hands of their devoted followers,
g0 far as the goods and comforts of this
world are concerned. Mrs, Mary Baker
Eddy, the founder and chief of the
Christian Scientist sect, is already pos-
sessed of immense wealth, but a de-
gpatch from Lexington, Ky., states that
one of her followers, T. L. Tampleton
of Texarkana, Arkansas, has just pur-
chased for her use two celebrated show
horses, Echersall and Ha‘tersall, for
$6 000, which he will present to her in
consideration of her services in the
cause of Christian Science.
The assets of Zion City have also
been accounted to be nn less than $22,.
000,000 which was held solely in the
pame of John Alexander Dowie until
the recent dispu‘e between the pseudo
Elijah and the new managing committee
of the Zionist or Dowieite church. In
justice, this property should have
been in the name of the Dowieite con-
gregation, as the industries which
brought in 8o much profit
were all carried on with money fue-
nished willingly by the people, Dowie
being the irresponsible manager, in
whom his foliowers placed implicit con-
fidence furnishing willingly all the
money called for by him for these enter.
prises.
By the recent settlement which is
believed to have been made between
the disputants, it is said Dowie will
have $1,000,000, and the balance, it is
supposed, will be managed by Voliva,
who, as Dowie's successor is expected
to act on behalf of the congregation.
Even the amount which John Alex-
ander has secured is no smnall sum for
the prophet to have gained during the
comparatively few years which have
elapsed since he was living on the
moderate salary of a Presbyterian min-
ister.

have
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s| THE OATHOLIC ENCYCOLOPEDIA.

The want has long been felt for a

(]

teachings of the Catholie church, and
of the various views which are or may

to the church.

al
by contrariety or

work. Such are Mahometanism, Budd
hism, the Pagan Oracles,
Dreams, etc.

at

cerning the Catholie church,

Bill from the Oa‘tolic point of view." den disappearance,

and there was

complete book which should be at the
same time a reliable statement of the

bo taken by sound Catholic authorities
on matters which have a close relation

It is to meet this want that the
Catholic Enoyclopedia has been coa-
piled by a great number of Catholio
scholars of all parts of the world, and as
there are many subjects which cannot
he said to be specially Catholic, but
which have some relationship whether
corelation with
Catholic faith, many such subjects are
treated somewhat fully in this great

Magie,

accurate information to Catholics cone

In the articles on Holy Scripture,
its authority and inspiration, its chron.
ology, precepts and doctrinal teaching
| are treated interestingly and exhaust.

ively in the ligkt of the most recent
historical, geographical and archaolog-
ical discoveries.

Christian Apologetics, Dogmatic and
Moral Theology, Canon Law, Liturgy,
Church History, Catholic Education,
and other important subjects are most
ably treated by specialists in each sub-
ject,

The article on the Concordat between
Napolecn I, and Pope Pius VIL in 1801,
for example, is by Georges Goyan, Asso-
ciate Editor of the Revue des Deux
Mondes. This article gives many in-
teresting details of an event which un-
derlies the recent action of the French
governwert io dissolving the union be-
tween church and state in France.
There are many circumstances regard-
ing the Concordat which are mnot
generally knowa ; thus :

Io the first phase Mgr. Spina, Titu-
lar Archti hop of Corinth, and the Abte
Caselli, General of the Servite Order,
reached Paris on November 5th, 1800,
to confer with the Abbe Bermier
to bring about an agreement for the
restoration of religion in France, the
last named being instructed by Napo-
leon to enter into the conference on be
half of France. Down to March 10th,
1301, no agreement Was reached , 88
Archbishop Spina felt that he had no
right to sign any articles of agreement
till they were referred to the Holy
See.

Cecault was now appointed French
minister plenipotentiary to the Pope,
and he reached Rome April Sth, 1801,
He was instructed by Napoleou to treat
the Pope as if he had an army of two
hnndred thousand men.

Napoleon wished the Pope, however,
to sign av once the articles which he
had drawn up, but the Holy Father did
not see fit to accept these articles,
even though Prime Minister Talley
rand insisted so strongly upon them that
he ordered Cezault to leave Rome nn-
less the Pope signed Bonaparte's pro:
posals within five days from May 12th,
1801, Cecanlt, who was sincerely
desirous that an agreement should be
reached, by his adroitness presented a
sessation of the negotiations, and an
agreement was reached on July 15th,
1801,

Consali, the chief delegate of the
Pope, at the close of the negotiations,
declares in his Memoirs that the ver
¢ion of the Concordat presented
by Bonaparte's representatives had
changed certain clauses which had been
agreed, and had intended even to sub
stitute a new text differing from that

which had been agreed upon ; but finally
tho negotiations ended with an agree-
ment.

The so-called organic articles which
were afterward concocted by Napoleon,
were promulgated by Talleyrand, but
were never accepted by the Pope.

The Concordat has been of consider-
able advantage, both to the government
and the church, notwithstanding some
disagreeable features which it contains.
The Catholic Encyclopedia may be
obtained from Mr. Thos. Kelly, book-
seller, of St. Thomas, Ont., who is the
sole agent for the work in Ontario and
Quebec. It will be issued by the Robt.
Appleton Co. of 1 Union Square, New
York City. It has been edited by
Charles G. Herberman, Ph. D., and
LL. D. aided by numerous collaborators
and it will consist of fifteen volumes,
8 vo., in the highest style of American
art, forming a complete library of 800
pages per volume, or 12,000 pages for
the whole set. Each volume will have
on an average 20 full page half-tone
illustrations, 3 color plates, 5 maps,
with minor illustrations, making alto-
gether 2,0C0 illustrations to the com-
plete set.

AN ENDLESS CHAIN PRAYER.

A special despatch to the New York
Tribune from Indianapolis, which is
published also by other journals, says :

* The Catholic clergy of this city
have becen greatly annoyed by an
¢ endless prayer chain ' that has come
into this community. This is in the
form of a letter with a written prayer,
the person receiving such letter being
asked to make five copies and send one
copy to each of five friends or acquaint-
ances.

and those who fail to comply will re
ceive dire punishment here and here-
after.’ "’

.| same number of their

threatened with many disasters.

for the fact that some persons Who re-
ceive these letters, knowing nothing
about their source or authority, often
ask the clergy in regard to the reality
of the indu'gences and threatened mis

fortunes. The enquirers are invariably
told that they should place no confid-
ence in the one, nor fear the other.
They are told, in fact, to pay no atten-
tion to these letters.

It is easily urderstood that out of
five persons who receive such commuri-
cations, one or two may be easily im-
posed upon to comply with what is en-
joined, and that is enough to make the
correspondence endless, The corres”
pondent who sent the annoyance mes-
sage to the Tribune must have had an
‘‘annoying '’ dream.

—_———
MISSION AT ST.MARY'SCHURCH.

Just as we are going to press with
this issue of the CATsoLic RECORD, the
Mission which we announced in our last
two editions, is beginning in St. Mary's
church, this city, the first week being
devoted to the women, the second to
the men. Two wellkeown Jesuit
Fathers from Chicago, Rev. F. R.
Rosswinkle and Rev. J. J. Donoher are
conducting the exercises. We trust
that their zeal and earnestness will
be well rewarded. KEvery one is
invited. In issuing his iavitation, the
Pastor of St. Mary's says that all who
assist will be * amply rewarded for

against it as it stands, and may be oy.
pected to give it every opposition, ay
Archbishop Bourne thus intimated
his speech at the Catholic Truth SW‘P
ety meeting : '
*]am giad to know, and to be able
to inform you, that we may count upq,
the fullest and most hearty co "i"""\l.iul;
on the part of our brethren, the Ayeh
bishops and Bishops of Ireland, Of this
I am assured by his Eminence Carding)
Logue himself. I have, moreover, well.
founded confidence that in this .11-(.,,,'“,
of our educational rights we shall have
the unswerving and constant support (f

those who, in the House of Commong
are the representatives of Catholic
Ireland.” .

There is a strong element also in the
Liberal Party cpposed to the I'.ll!:;“

the church of England paper, the Guard.
ian, thus notes:

** Dr, Clifford (the non Confor
leader) insists that all religious ¢
ing in elementary schools must be e
dogmatic’ and ‘ethical:’ but, apart
from the fact that the m:n who objects
to dogmas is himself a dogmatist
churchmen are not ready, never hav,
been ready, and never will be ros t
replace the teaching of a living faith by
the teaching of nebulous ‘ ethics n
the other hand, the Liberal churchmen,
many of whor helped to vote the pres.
ent government into

On

becanse

power

they fancied that free trade was of
greater importance than defizite relig-
jous instruction in the schools, are a

loud in their denunciations of the bill as
the typical conservatives., When Liber
als like the Bishop of Birmingham
the Dean of Ely join the Tories like
Lord Hugh Cecil in applying merci
lessly destructive criticism, we be
to realize that the position of th
Cabinet between these cross fires is 1

na

any sacrifice which attendance at the | altogether comfortable. We deésire 1

Mission may demand. *Knowing the | more complete condennation of the 13

time, ’ as St. Paul says, ‘ that it is now | than Dean Stubb’s one sentence, that
it ‘equally violates the first principles

the hour for us to wake from sleep’
(Rom. xiii. 2) attend regularly all the
exercises of the Mission ; awaken your
soul from the sleep of indifference and
carelessness in religions matters; and
the benefits which you will reap will
be very great. They will be, in fact,
as the value of things brought from
afar, inestimable and beyond all price."’

ot Liberalism and of eivie liberty."’

From all of which it may fairly be
concluded that the intolerant Noncon-
formist minority may not, after all, be
allowed to boss elementary educa!
i1 Englard.

PUBLIC DISASTER AND SPIRITUAL
BENEFIT,

No right-minded person looks on the
recent earthquake in San Francisco as
¢ a judgment.” To quote Mgr. M. J.
Lavelle of the New York Cathedral,
there is no evidence to show San
Franeisco more wicked than other
cities. New York, Boston, Philadel-
phia, Chicago would carefully examine
their own civic consciences before pre-
suming to judge the capital of the
Pacific Coast.

But every great calamity natu

CATHOLICS STRONG AGAINST THE
BILL.
N. Y. Freeman's Journal
The Catholic Hierarchy of England
have practically, with one voice, con-
demned the new Education Bill intro-
Juced into Parliament by Mr. Birrell,
the Minister of Eduacation. Of course
it could not have been expected that

]
they would accept or approve a meas- !

A

. : inces men of their hv'-plc's;-
ure proposing to set aside the funda- Sl “prhe
mental principle of the Catholic idea as -l oo thhq p(i,we“ . M‘ '
to elementary schools. Most Rev. Dr. gz?en::ﬁ”w e‘tpl(;:‘raﬁm;;a"sn.tl'ma;‘:ﬂé
Bourne, Archbi Westmi 078 gor ) EAMUURERE

ourne, Archbishop of Westminster, theories, fall flat on the ears of the

and the Bishops of his province have
formulated their objections in a state-
meut presented as follows by the Arch-
bishop at the recent annual meeting of
the Catholic Truth Society in London :
* The Archbishop and the Bishops of
the Province of Westminster having
most carefully considered the proposals
made by the government in the recent-
ly introduced Education Bill are obliged
to condemn them as fundamentally un-
just.

‘1. Boacause the bill gives to local
authorities the right of control of relig-
ious teaching 1n public elementary
schools, and the power of placing chil-
dren under the continuous educational
influence of those who may be indiffer-
ent, or even hostile, to the conscien-
tious religious convictions of the par-
ents of those children.

¢2, Because while generous pro-
vision is made for the children of those
parents who are able conscientiously
to accept for their children what is
styled ‘simple Bible teaching,’ the
provision made for the children of
those who conscientiously regard such
teaching as not only inadequate, but
absolutely unacceptable, is quite in-
sufficient, and inflicts upon such parents
a very grievous civil disability solely
upon the ground of their conscientious

bereaved and homeless. After an aw-
ful object lesson in the impermanence
of earthly possessions, men want as
surance of the Abiding City. It is the
opportunity of faith and repentance,
and it is usually improved. A great
revival of piety has followed the late
destructive eruptions of Vesuvius and
the earthquake in San Irancisco.
Judging from recent private communi-
cations, the city just named has heen
spiritually renewed, at least among 1ts
great Catholic population, as if by a
score of missions.

“I never saw such penitence,’ says
one of the priests active in his minis
trations, as all the priests were, amoung
the injared and terror stricken, ‘' Men
and women knelt down in the streets
for confession.’ ;
If loss and sorrow abourded, charity
abounded more. Only Heaven can tell
of the angelic deeds of the Little
Sisters of the Poor, the Sisters of Char-
ity, and all the other religious com-
munities, who, if their roof remained to
shelter them, forthwith opened their
doors to the needy, and ministered to
the sick and suffaring to their utter-
most.

On the title page of the current
Oatlook (Protestant), we find this Cathe
olic-hearted poem by Rodman Gilder :

religious convictions.

8T FRANCIS AT BAN FRANCISCO.

The letter says that * those
who accede to the request will receive
indulgences and other favors from God,

This is an old story, as there have
been for years a couple or more of
forms of prayer going around, one of
which is aédressed to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, and another to His five
wounds—with promises of great spiritual
blessings to those who will recite the
prayers, and also comply with the
provision to send five copies to the
friends or
acquaintances, while those who refuse
to comply with these conditions are

The Catholic clergy are well aware
that these prayers are unauthorized,
and that both the promised indulgences
or blessings, and the threats have no
authority, but are mere superstitions.
There is no cause in all this for any
special annoyance to the clergy, except

‘3, Because the clauses relating
to endowments are such as to render it
possible to confiscate and to divert to

origin mainly to the desire of Catholics
to provide for the teachirg and main-
tenance of the Catholic faith."”
The strong point here from a politi
cal view is the No, 2 ground of objec-
tion, ** Simple Bible teaching '’ pro-
vided at public cost for non Conform-
ists ; that is, their religion provided
for them while for no other religious
denomination is such provision made.
This will furnish good material to the
opponents of the bill in the House of
Commons. Why should non-Conform-
ists have their religion endowed in the
schools to the exclusion ot all other
religions ? It will be hard for Mr.
Birrel to give a satisfactory answer to
that guestion. The same objection is
urged by church of England Protest-
ants, as for example the Protest-
ant Bishop of Gloucester, who offers
eight reasons for strenuous opposition
to the hill, one of them being : ‘‘ Bc«
cause it is unjust for the State to pick
out one system of religious teaching
and endow it from public funds, refus
ing all aid to every other system.’’
The fight against the Bill will prob
ably be largely on this line. It will
be contended, and with truth, that
¢ gsimple Bible teaching '’ paid for by
public money would be establishing
and endowing Non.conformity as a
State religion in the schools. Tae
Protestant Bishop of Norwich calls it
*“ the establishment and endowment of
undenominationalism,’’ the latter mean-
ing and understood by
themselves included, as the religion of
the Non-conformists. It is hardly like:
ly that the House of Lords, more than
three-fourths of whose members
are Tory Conservatives and churchmen,
(that is, of the church of England,)
would agree to anything of the kind,
Bat itis even probable that the bill will

with
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