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clinging to him and sobbir
licht. His basket lay on the 01
did the glass which liad oncc
shape of eream bottles, and all
their feet was a white encroaching lac-
teal lake.

“ It's Maggie,
Michael. ** Oh, m

“Oh, no—really !
den.

She turned to her husband.
caught him by the lapel of his coat.

“Jack — just think !’ she panted.
“It's Maggie !"’

“ No !'"" eried Jack. **Is it, truly ?
And would you — Agnes, would you
mind telling me who Maggie is ?"’

“ Why, I must have told you about

with de-

or.

ma'am !""  cried
m, it's Maggie !"’

eried Mrs. Mars-

She

her ! Michael's sweetheart, you
know."’
Mr. Marsden shook his head. *‘‘No,

I don’t know. But I think if she is
Michael's sweetheart that we—well,
we'd better retire—eh, dear 2"

He went back, laughing, to his pipe
and his easy chair. But Mrs. Mars-
den, her cheeks flushed with kindly in-
terest, heard the explanation out.
Maggie had come to the wrong station.
She had tried in vain to her lover, who
had moved. She had gone with a girl
companion of hers from the old country
to the new place of the latter on a dis-
tant farm, and she finally had become
heartsick and had come again into the
:'i_(y which held Michael to seek for
that day gone forth
ment.
name was

home.

“ Well, I'm glad!” declared Mrs.
Marsden, oblivious of the fact that the
toes of her slippers were becoming sub-
that you
but

merged. *‘‘ It’s beautiful
should have found each other,
what am I to do for a new girl 2"’

There was a whispered conference. | to
doesn't

Then Michael spoke ‘‘ She
want to be married for six months
ma'am.
friend of hers who'll suit you well
Never fear, we won't put you out
wa'am !"’

“ Well,”” laughed Agnes Marsden

‘* gee that you don't forget to leave me

more cream !'’

*“ Cream !"" The big fellow laughed,
too, and blinked and choked, *I'd
like if you'd take a present of a ten

But she must work—and she had
to find employ-
Yes, she had told the lady her
Margaret — but she had
always been called Maggie by those at

And by then she'll get you a

|
by long '\
in- |
tense love for the all-em ( l
trine of the Immaculate Cobnception ;|
then, by contemplation led into this
special direction by apparently fortui-
tous circumstances of study and literary
composition ; and lastly, by perscnal
ahearvation of the life and conduct of i
the inhabitants in general of Catholic
Germany, and specially of those of one

the fi

place,

moulded, in
| vears of singular devotion to and of

racing doe

of the sanctuaries of divine graces,
amongst whom the author was led to
sojourn.

It was some thirteen years ago since
the first idea of this work dawned on, or
was seriously entertained by, Mrs.
Shapeote ; and about ten years since
the poetical inspiration, so to say, to
write upon this exalted topic actually
came. In the beginniog of the follow-
ing new year—1804—the actual labor
of love, in honor of ‘‘ Mary, the Perfeot
Woman, ' was first commenced ; and it
was perseveringly and persistently car-
ried on daily for upwards of three and a
half months. The august subject mat-
ter was oontemplated night by night
very much in the temper and spirit of
Fra Angelico, or of some other old-
world saintly painter—and the medita-
tion was drawn out methodically and
committed to paper in verse, morning
after morning, until the doctrinal Epic
was completed in its present form.
Subsequently, but atter a long interval,
the not unusual fate which often haunts
and delays the publicaticn of religious
poetry — difficulties connected with
material reproduction of the MS.-—was
met and was harmlessly passed by. The
combined result of inspiration, prepara-
tion, thought, ereation and issue, now
lie before the reader.

As a treatise of versified dogma, the
Perfect Woman stands inan isolated,
perhaps in an unique position, in regard
its sacred subject-matter. That
such a book could be written under the
conditions described by the author—
away Yrom libraries, with few extrane-
ous helps from stray books to read, and
with no one to advise or consnlt, as the
Introduction reveals—is in itself a feat,
, | literary and doetrinal, of‘ which Mrs,
Shapecote's friends may be justly proud.
The volume, however, is worthy of con-
sideration on higher grounds than those
of personal distinction in thought and
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dinal Vaughan continues, in these
direct, well-weighed and  heavily-
weighed words which demand considera-
tion: * To belong integrally and intin =
ately to the Order of the Hypostatic
1 3 heen the conseious
and deliberate instrument of its accom-
plishment, is to share an elevation more
sublime than anything open to men and

Union, by having

angels.”” Hence we, Qatholics, may
be content with the simple, loving,
child-like words, ** Mother of God."

But many who avowedly, or inferenti-
ally depreciate Mary's exalted claims
to the honor and worship of the Church
even if they formally admit and pro-
nounce the title, do not and will not
acknowledge the underlying truth, in
all its infinite and supernatural fulness.
For it must not be forgotten that the
Chureh not only suggests and encour-
ages, but even teaches and commands
us to consider the Blessed Virgin as
our Advocate and Refuge, the Seat of
Wisdom and Gate of Heaven, our
Mother of Merey, our Lady of Perpet-
ual Succor, our Lady of Good Counsel,
the Cause of our Joy and the Consoler
of our Sorrow—as well as our Mother.
Neither are these high-sounding, melo-
dious, affectionate, or poetical titles
indicative of nothing ; for the law of
prayer is the law of faith. Hence, it is
the part of all who would restore to our
Quecn her rightful prerogatives in the
Kingdom of Grace, to accept the title
of Mother of God as a foundation-
stone, only of something above, or as a
stepping-stone only to something bo-
yond. Forit is not less critically than
morally certain, that a mere believer
in revelation cannot consistently ac-
cept the truth that Mary was the
Mother of God, and remain content
with only such an elementary position.
He must adopt one of two courses. He
must either submit to an accommoda-
tion by over explanation, and water-
down, or whittle away their deeper im-
port, until he finds himself mentally
and theologically indistinguishable
from one who holds the Nestorian error.
Or, on the other hand, he must advance
systematically and logically, though
not necessarily by the same path, or at

most aceeptable offer
easy also to say the Rosary by reascn
of the short time in which one way say
it—say, ten to twelve minutes—and it
may be said kneeling, standing, or sit-
ting, as one desires. Yes, walking to
and from business or our daily avocation
a person may say the Rosary well, and
this should induce everyone to say it,
and to never omit it. What a power
for good it will be to the one who will
recite_the beads daily! Great graces
will attend that soul ; the special love
of God and that of His Blessed Mother
will ever be his to keep him in the
right path, and he will be brought close
to both one day in heaven after he has
been so closely united with them on
earth. Let us carry with us a Rosary,
and recite it daily ; recite it earnestly
every day of our lives.

If some mothers would devote as
much time and attention to understand-
ing and instructing their daughters as
they do to learning the ins and outs of
neighborhood gossip and scandal, there
would be fewer young women going
down the broad road that leads to hell.

SAVED BABY'S LIFE.
Mrs. T. Brisson Gold Rock, Ont.,
writes : ¢ Baby's Own Tablets saved
my little boy's life when there seemed

no hope, and he is now a bright, rosy
healthy child. He suffered more than

tongue can tell from obstinate con-
stipation, and medicine gave him no
relief until I gave him Baby's Own
Tablets. I would not be without the
Tablets in the house, and I think they
should be kept in every home where
there are young or delicate children.”

All the minor ills of childhood, such
as indigestion, colie, stomach troubles,
diarrhoea, worms, constipation, simple
fevers, and colds are promptly relieved
and speedily cured through the use of
these Tablets. They are guaranteed
to contain no opiate and may be given
with absolute safety to the youngest
and most delicate child. Sold by all
medicine dealers or sent post paid at
25 cents a box by writing The Dr.

composition. It is not only written by

the same pace, with the author of the

Williams Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.
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