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less maiden, are there, amd the dumb
beasts, in mute testimony to theip
Maker. Thus was the Néw Law pro-

ed, not in the smoke and thunder ot
Sinai, but in the stillness of a cave,
in the depths of winter, in the e
moteness. of a Semitic hilltown: mne-
vertheless before the representatives
of Creation, animate and inanimatey
before ‘the young and the old, the rich
and® the poor, the Jew and the Gen-
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or cotton meaning of the Old Testament from ot Hopeioe :
the Creation to the Nativity. Like lofy rationalism ‘of ‘the law of Con-
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o fuil ?::“ infinitely Wohin inﬂndﬂy deepy | Creation, made known by Moses from
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] for it is the first time thet history|P"CU ade plain and certain for all
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IMIT ED was 50 expounded. that the old man | P 795u8 Christ, All other laws are
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like signsposts, - directive; the holy
Law saves us, and makes us what it
indicates,—* ‘0 Emmanuel, our King
and our Lawgiver, the desired of Na-
tions, their Saviour, come and save

us, O Lord our God !"
COMMUNION WITH MANKIND.

The true teacher must feel with and
for disciples. And 80, when Christ
would be born to teach all mankind

at  once and ‘the:
grasp its semse,
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‘little. child could

As the splendid drama approaches
ita solution, its memy currents merge
into ever fewer™ ' and deeper
and broader. The follies, the pas-
sions, 'u:é'/axu-mvw, of men, 'all
the immemorial wrong and injustice

% to rise above itself, and be agai
ing of the world,all the stonyhear: 1ike the imége of Godn“::nczo4mpr m‘
f"sd and stiflneckedness,  the ingratisude ;

irs, o

on Adam and Eve, He entered into
the most intimate relations with Hu-
manity. Most men are poor, un-
happy, pitiable; it is only ‘the fow who
are’ otherwise, nor is their lot a cer-
tain one.. So Jesus was born it a
wretched manger and bore every pang
and whip of poverty and sorrow; He
was wmk.ldd lqwly and  dependent,
that He might temch us to 100k . on
all these things, might leave to’  the
most helplest of our race the strong
supporting philosophy of ‘a ' Divine
Example, might glority and sanctify
these usual conditions of our  birth
and training.  Then again, in  all
men there is & spring or source ' of
rebellion against law arkd order that
make for the ‘things above.  Hence
sin and ite

and the treachery, the vanity and the
waywandoess, fall away from  the
stage, and in' their place moves out
the central = figure of Humanity—its
Teacher and its Lawgiver, its Libera-

Strife within the bound ‘of Creation,
and the Great: Reconcilfation or Ap-

worked by Jesus
“wortly of

| Qutfit

hosts of fmplety,

known the roads that led down into

exile: ‘often had thel people of G

‘watered ﬁt.:ur‘ bread with their tear
Ptol

“UNTO US THIS DAY
bbb
tile, the East and the West. One day
men will say of the new Teacher that
He speaks as one having power. It
is because He begam to study human
life at, the lowest rung of the ladder.
One day an emperor will stand aghast
at the temacity of His disciples not
to be shafen by fire or sword or amy
contumely. Jt'is because their Law-
giver squared His précepts with the!
deepest’ lines of the human heart, and
crowned their observation with the

satisfaction of  its holiest impulses
and emotiong.

LIGHT AND TRUTH V&, SHADOWS
AND LIES,

Thé®Holy Church is well aware thaf
the evils of life are not all traceable
to the shortcomings of men; there is
an external power, ‘the power of Sa-
tan, the source of temptation amd
MMr. the irrepressible root of re-
bellion. Ageinst this manfifold pow-
er, she hails the birth of Jesus as
the coming of Israel. His right arm
shall be stretched out to ward off the
Long had Ysrael

od
8
nd of P or Cyrus or
lemies or Caesar. AWay from
tops of Judaea the world it-}

=

in the

in days
And kings, wise men!
from the East, arg even now Lending
over the Infant God, with the tragi-
of their mysterions
lands. One Blameloss mam, one stain-

claimed, the new School of Life open-

1908.
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[ coghi
'agains? an Emperor of Lice. He lays
fOpen. the system of shams and fraunds
and deceits by which the heamts of
med had been ensnared and their eyes
made blind to the- truth. Henceforth
the nature of man's true: enciny  is
lmo‘lwn; 80, too, his habits, his home,
his means of warfare. Pharaoh and
Ptolemy, Babylon and Tyre, are
hencetorth only symbols of a spiritu-
al pnemy, of spiritual strongholds of
temptation and sin,

0 Adonai, thou.T.eader of

Hotso of Tsrael, who didet appear to
Moses in the Burning Bush, and didst
give to him the Taw on Mount
nal, come

Si-
the

and redeem us in
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strength of thy arm+v O Key of Da- |

vid, and Sceptre. of the House
Israel, wha doth open and no mamn |

of

closeth, who. closeth’ and ng|
man doth open, comne  and 1
free the captive from bis  prison- |

house, where he sitteth in darsness |
' ®
and in the shadow of dewth!

FAILURE OF PHILOSOPHY AND |
SUPERSTITION,

In this double conftict with the‘
forces v‘th'm and, without himself,
man was being ground as wheat be-
tween the upper and the pether will-
stomes. He did not understend the |
terms of the struggle, and his best
efflorts, both in the Law and outside |
of the Law, went for naught. From
mamy & heart in those days wemt up
the cry of the Apostle, “Unbappy me,
who shall free, me from the body of
this death ?”’ Phtiosophy had vain-
ly tried to furnish some men with an
anchor in the sea of doubt and opi-
nion. The face of Superstition had
changed again and again, but its
painted lips were powerless to reveal
& secret they did not possess. Am-
bition had stalked over the wido
world in the persons of Greek and
Roman’ and Carthbaginian generals,
but onlv to leave behind the stillfess
anid solitude and the peace of univer-
sal ruin.  For a fime a semblance of
bappiness was set up,—the peace of
Rome, made up of all the crushed
Rgarts amd hopeless sorrows of thel
world, and. thuuore carrying in it~
solf- the response.of death. Already
nu%e;tfn could exclaim: ‘O Caesgr,

A |
He is an Emperor of Truth

the

|He did so;

val Christendom: here the core of re-

‘one amother,

accepted the name of Friend of Sin-
| ners: when He ook the title of King
{of the Jews and yet sent His Apos-

{tles to the ends of the earth;  whon
{He ate with publicans and sinners
and rebuked the proud and lofty

| Pharisees. He madg the twain to be
one when He ignored the narrow lines
! of natiomality and created a Heavem-
'ly Fatherland, in which all juen
could hold a citizenship that trams-
cended whatever was highest dn  the
political world made by wen, Truly
He was the Corper-stone of Unity
when He proclaimed the henceforth
| inevadicable principles of the Father

[ hood of God and) the Brotherhood of
' Man., Through long and painful ages
some men like the Sitoics had eome
| within sight of these holy principles,
but their insight, stheir sugpicions,
were only velleities, mental
| sketches  of ad ' Utopia beyom! thq
grasp of bumanity. The people were
sunk in a Malebolge of sin amd wrong
| and ignorance: their rulers were men
| of blood and iron, skilled in the .\nlv‘f
logic of despotism,--the logic of the |
| sword,

all this.

|

rude

Tha wvirth of Jesus changea |
|
What wonder that a tradi- |

tion soon arose to the coffect that g |

fountain of oil broke forth in tho |
heart of Rome on the mght of |
j’(‘h"is('s birth” and flowed for days
iin unbroken sweetness to tha Tiber !
11t was a symbor, says anciemt Fa-

thers, of the source of ioy and hene- |
| diction henceforth opened in {he heart
|

! of that larger city, the City of God. |
{A NEW:AND PERFECT l!l(()'l‘llbllb;
HOOD, |

l

’]‘l'uly our Brother was born to-day, |
jand with Him we too are born into |
tha sweet bond and union of Brother- ‘
| hood.
{ and the |
Christian name, we have ceasod to e |
moved by the mighty contcept that |
lies in the birth of Jesus Christ, |
among men, as a man, with a
human nature and manmer, It

Perhaps by the lapse of ages |

the very commonness of

real |
was
our Maker, our Governor, our final
Judge, who this day put on flesh,
compressed the fires of His Godhead,
and entered the cyele of ouy poor life
It was no mere chance or whim that
it was the
vine counsel,

result of di- |

foreseen from the be-|

ginning anf fore-ordained. e came as |

& Man and a Brother to relieve the |

|
awful pressure oi inequality and in-|

justice; To reassure men of the equal
dignity of the human soul,
oever frame it has its beirsy;

|
to
kindle in such humamn souls as woouhi‘
listen to Him a mutual respect
one another, and, based on that,
tender love for ome another,—a love
the world thenfirst heard of, the love
of Christian charity. low the first
men who seized upon the import of
this great fact were moved by it you
may see in the Acts of the Apostles
and the Letters of St. Paul, At once
all the pitiful barriers that men had
been building against one another fell
away, and they knew themselves for
one in Christ Jesus. Human neture,
hitherto a scoffing for the cynic, a
yoke for the pessimist, a toy for the
Epicurean, rose transfigured before

re- |

|

their eyes, amd every ome could say
with St. Paul: “I live, not I,  but
Christ~liveth in me.”’ Here was the

regenerating principle of humanity
here was the force that shook the
false and unjust society of the an-
cient world, and remt it apart, and
covered it with oblivion; here was
the power that built up again on'the
ruins of the Roman State the medie-

sistance that a thousand shocks can-
nob overcome in the society founded
by Jesus: God was made Man, put
on our flesh, and dwelt among us.

ARE WE YBT OF THE KINGDOM 2

s this truth fading from our sov
cial conscidusvess? Are we dealing |
with one another as men . who
recognize the Christian dignity in
, that dignity which Leo

the Great

of

b passion for weal

| He

| cial betterment of the world
| Him, that

weary of the endiess roun

in what- | ¥

for | And g

Parishpriest of St. Jacques de‘)’Achi
gan, died on Monday night
syncope of the heart, after an illneeg
of a fortnight,
man was born in 1884, and

ing not to fall: back upon the former |14

Heaven porished  from among us P
And is it true, as the eritics of  oup
country so often tell us, ‘that we ara
the lesst Christian of peoples, thay
We are sunk to sthe lowest plane of
naturalism, and that we bound man,
life, the spirit, God, and the thinga
of the soul by the circumiference of Y
yellow coip ?

JESUS CHRIST IS STILL

KING.,

OUR
No ! in spite of all that appears
upon the surface we are still, and we
know ourselves for the brethren of
that little Infant, whe this day was
born for the welfaro of mankin. Ang
if we have, perchance, allowed thig
thought t6 slumber not
translated it into our dealings with
one another, with the world about
us, with the false, the empty, - ang
the insuflicient ideals of existemce, wa
shall, God willing, do so hemceforth,
None of us will again say with Cain:

it we have

“Am T my brother’s keeper 2 But we
will remember that this little Babe,
grown to mawhood, left to the world
the parable of the Good Samaritany
that He went ahout doiiflg goody that
healed and consoled and blessod
and encouraged all sorts and condi«
tions of men and women; that Hig
whole activity went out into the sow
about
He is the author of the
Golden Rule, and that He transforms

| ed a dogenerate world not with praisg
|

or pramise, but by deed andd example,
Wheit wonder. that the Angels,
d of human
misery, broke out into
chorus of joyful praise,
contemplated the chamges
which the birth of Christ wae sure
to inaugurate. What wonder that
the poet’s fancy was touched with ine
spiration as the glovies of Christ’s
reign on  earth opened
anointed eyes !

wrong and
that
as they

before hig

“Ring out ye crystal spheres,
Once bless our human ears,

If ye have power to touch our
senses s0;

| And let your silver chime

Move in melodious time,
And let the bass of heaven's deep
organ blow;
And with vour nimefold harmony,
Make up full concert to the angelig
symphony,

For, il such holy song
inwrdap our fancy long,
Time will run back and feteh the
age ol gold;
eckled vanity

a | Will sicken soon and die,

And leprous sin will fn-(vlt from
earthly mould,

And hell itself will pass away,
And leave her dolorous mansions = to

the peering day.

Yea, truth ama justice then
Will down return to men,

Orb’d in a  rainbow; and, likg
glories wearing,

Mercy will sit between
Throned in celestial shieen,

With  radiant feet and tissued
clouds down steering;

And heaven, as at some festival,
Will open wide the gates of her high

palace hall,”

et e —

ABBE MARECHAL DEAD.

Thé Rev. J. N. Marechal, camon
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