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the daily witness again—
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Mr. George E. Clerk, the 
founder of the “True Wit- 
necB,'' used to say that 
"flapdoodle is the thing 
they feed fools on."

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCKXX

A recent article in the “Daily Wit
ness** is of the flapdoodle kind. Un
der the heading “Peace in Ireland,-* 
it deals with the prospective settle
ment of the land question which is 
to pacify the country, and it adds;—

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

"It is strange that while 
wealth flow’s so abundantly 
into the larger of the Brit
ish Isles the smaller one, 
which is in most respects si
milarly situated, does not 
share this wealth. Is it a 
question of geography, of. 
climate, of education, or re
ligion? There is a fair pro
portion of good land; the 
climate, though very moist, 
is, if anything, more genial 
than that of England or 
Scotland. It is to be ob
served, however, that Ro
man Catholic peoples are 
seldom self-reliant, and are 
always inclined to look to 
government for benefits and 
to blame government for 
misfortunes."

9<HXKKK><K><><X>0<H><><><><>CK>0

One is tempted, after reading such 
a statement, to ask the question: Is 
the writer a practical joker, or is 
he simply ignorant of ev^n the 
child’s history of Ireland? Has he 
ever read Gladstone’s confession as 
to England^ treatment of the Sister 
Isle? Can it be possible that he is 
not aware that, for England’s bene
fit, manufactures of every descrip
tion were suppressed in Ireland, by 
English statutes that still stare the 
student in the face? Does he know 
anything of the penal laws, of the 
wholesale confiscations, of the cruel 
and barbarous evictions?

[ ^^^'O'O-OOQO-O-OOOO-OOOOOO-O

"Is it a question of cli- 
®ate, education or reli
gion?”

] C^0<>0O0O0OOG090O090O

i „>i0’ St is not a question «I educa- 
j! on excopt, in so far, as the echool- 
[ , . r was ,or eo long prescribed. 

« not a question of religion to- 
, : but th« Faith In Ireland had 

be upheld at the sacrifice of 11- 
?tT and of n,»> and If now the 
jogsrth Aroon" Is so dear to the 
r™ heart. it Is because those who 

ow the history of Ireland are 
that he earned his place In 

“*“• Sections, by standing at the 
In the mountain pass or at the 

01 thc dying, nt the risk of

the queerest of all these was the fol
lowing:—

“Dr. Dana was asked to describe 
the final stage of paresis, and he 
said:—

“ ‘The patient is helpless. The 
mind is almost a blank. The, man is 
practically a vegetable.’ *•'

This is a very extraordinary re
mark, for a professional man to 
make. That the patient may be 
helpless, we fully understand. That 
the mind may be “almost” a blank 
is equally comprehensible. But how 
can a man be “practically a veget
able?” If the mind is not entirely 
a blank some glimmer of intelligence 
must remain to distinguish it from 
the principle of life in the brute cre
ation. If the mind is completely 
gone, the soul has not been remov
ed. It remains as much a breath of 
God as ever, only that it has been 
eclipsed in a manner to render it in
operative in conjunction with the 
body. We could even go as far as 
to admit that man,, in a state of 
mental darkness, may be “practical
ly an animal;” but to be a “ veget
able" is quite another thing.

It seems to us that many of these 
so-called scientific men are anything 
but scientific in the selection of their 
expressions. They do not always 
say exactly what they mean, nor do 
their words always properly convey 
their ideas. But this is their own 
look out; we cannot be expected to 
construe their words for them and 
■to reset them in the places they 
should occupy. In fact, there is too 
little regard for the soul, and men 
become so accustomed to deal with 

’the body and study its physical an
atomy, that they grow to ignore the 
-nobler and more important part of

I his
The readers of the ' 

be sadly imma 
- lf such articles
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KRESS CENSORSHIP. — During 
filmes of war, and at cufrher periods 
of national crisis, we read of a 
strict censorship of the press. In
stead of being surprised at these spe
cial precautions being taken, we are 
of the opinion that the daily press, 
of the present time, stands badly in 
need of a • continuous and most vigil
ant censorship. We do not mean 
that the Government should under
take to safeguard the morale of the 
people by appointing a journalistic 
policeman to stand as a sentinel at 
the press room door and to examine 
each form as it comes from the 
press. But the editorial" manage
ment of a daily organ should be con
stituted Into a strict, and unrelent
ing censorship. It is true that we 
have no daily paper, that is Catho
lic and published in the English 
language, and that the daily press, 
as we have it, is beyond the reach 
of our ecclesiastical guides as far as 
the matter of censorship goes; but 
we would appeal to the great public 
in general.

The publication, only last week, of 
the most improper and suggestive 
details connected with the recent
murder at 8t. Eustaehe, net oni
shocked the general reading public, 
but was so flagrant that the editor 
'of one of our dailies, when he read 
the pfeporta in cold type, found it 
necessary, in the very next issue, to 
make an apology for the same and

sational, and often demoralizing 
journalism; and still the press is 
full of information that no respect
able parent would leave under the 
eyes of his or her children.

We are strongly of the opinion 
that many of the crimes that shock 
society to-day are due to the wide
spread publication, in all their dis
gusting details, of similar crimes. 
But whether or not the sensational
ism that seems to sway the secular 
press of the hour is the faithful mo
ther of all the abominations that 
pollute the social atmosphere, it is 
certain that the press Is—for good 
or for evil—a mighty engine of in
struction. Almost every boy and 
girl reads the daily press; tïiey are 
to be found in nearly every home ; 
consequently, the censorship of a 
newspaper's management can never 
be too strict; we might say can 
never be sufficiently exacting. The 
Church may teach, the priest may 
preach, the Ordinary may admonish, 
the parent may correct, the guar
dian of children may watch; but, if 
the youth can learn, from the ordin
ary daily paper, all the details of 
life’s Immoral side, and all the me
thods adopted by those whose busi
ness it seems to be to lead souls to 
perdition, how is the spread of vice 
and the inculcation of evil to be ar
rested?

Has the time come when the fa
ther, who has at heart the safety 
and honor of his daughter, or the 
husband, who wishes to spare his 
wife the shocks that are daily dealt 
to virtue, or the brother who would 
save his sister's mind from the taint 
of a pollution that cannot" fail to 
produce some degree of evil—has the 
time come when either one of these 
must stand at his hall-door and 
scan the columns of the daily paper, 
before he can trust it into the house 
before he can, with a sense of se
curity and a clear conscience, allow 
it to reach the hands of those whose 
souls and lives are dearer to him 
than his own? This may appear a 
very strong way of conveying the 
situation; but it is justified by the 
fearful danger that faces ls, by V:.u 
presence of a moral monstrosity that 
haunts our threshold. In one of his 
famous outbursts of eloquence Mira
beau exclaimed: “Of yore was heard 
that mad cry 'Cataline is at the 
gates of Rome and you hesitate’ — 
certainly, around us there is neither 
a Cataline, nor Rome, nor factions, 
nor perils; but a hideous bankruptcy 
knocks at our gates, and you still 
hesitate." In this, as in almost 
every civilized country to-day, there 
is an enemy more dangerous than 
Cataline, and a menace more terri
ble than bankruptcy that hovers a- 
round our homes, our shrines, our 
institutions—and yet we hesitate. 
We hesitate to speak out squarely ; 
we dread to expose ourselves to cri
ticism; we fear to hurt the feelings 
of those guilty of conspiring up such 
a spectre; we shrink from exposing 
the responsible parties.

If the management of a daily pa
per, no matter what the creed, the 
race, or the political party it may 
bèlpng, cannot or will not establisl 
such a censorship over the reports 
that appear in its columns, then the 
self-respecting citizen, the conscien
tious parent, or the honest Chris
tian, must assume that role and 
banish from the circle that girdles 
his family the asp that will stinç 
to a moral death the iiinocence that 
God has placed unejer his care and 
for which he shall one day render a 
strict account.

We have no need to dwell upon the 
sensationalism that is the bane of 
journalism in the neighboring Re
public; we have samples o^ its evil 
character and increasing boldness in 
our own land; and we must put forth 
an effort to crush it out before it 
has completed a work of moral ha
voc.

ist. One of our
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to declare that no such mistake 
would ever again be allowed In that- Ing our faith as superstitious 
paper. When such a declaration was 

ttÿ* tbs detail* pub-* 
ive been of a shocking 
was this special in- 
prompted us to touch 

frankly

SUPERSTITION.—Amongst those 
who, through lack of acquain
tanceship with the real principles, 
,teachings, and moral code of Cath
olicity, are constantly characteriz- 

and
our practices as superstition, we 
find people who, themselves, exhibit 
in their lives and. habits the evi. 
dences of the darkest and most un
reasonable superstition. We wish 
to define, in a few words that which 
is expressed by the word

New York contem
poraries published a week ago, a 
lengthy and elaborate article upon 
the various superstitions that pre
vail amongst apparently serious and 
sane people in that city. Without 
troubling the reader with a repro
duction of all the details given of 
the great variety of superstitious 
practices and beliefs that exist in 
America, we will just give the in
troductory paragraph to the arti
cle. It is this:—

“With a priesthood of magicians, 
seers and soothsayers numbering 
more than a thousand, New York 
may claim the somewhat question
able reputation Of being the most 
superstitious city in the world. And, 
yet, viewed logically, why should 
sitch a reputation carry wittt it 
aught of stigma or reproach? No 
man may claim absolute freedom 
from superstition. Always there is 
some vulnerable point even in the 
most practical mind. This man pooh- 
poohs because his neighbor will plant 
corn only in the dark of the moon, 
or because his wife refuses to walk 
under a ladder. He doesn't take any 
stock in these, foolish fancies; only 
he will confess to a belief that cer
tain old gypsy crones have a mys
terious power of peering into the fu
ture and fortelling destiny.

“It is useless to cavil against the 
statement that superstition is ns 
rampant to-day as ever it was in 
Alexandria, or Grenada, or Salem. 
But with this distinction, specializa
tion. The progress of civilization 
and enlightenment has served not to 
eradicate our primitive faith in su
pernatural phenomena, but to differ
entiate and organize and classify 
vague belief into definite creeds. 
Hence we have a New York to-day 
which outrivals the Paris of Balzac 
in the diversity and picturesquencss 
of i^r fortune tellers."

It| is quite probable that any one 
of the people who are given to the 
foolish and superstitious practices 
above mentioned would be the first 
to idenouncl the prayers and the 
actof faith that mark the Catho- 
i?*1* life, at:' abominably supersti
tious. However, any one acquainted 
with the unchanged and unchange
able teachings of our Church, is a- 
ware that all these practices are 
prohibited by Catholic authority, 
and prohibited under pain of mortal 
sin. In fact, there is no faith 
earth so free from the taint of su
perstition as is that of Rome. Just 
glance again over the foregoing, and 
you cannot fail to note that each 
and all of the practices therein en
umerated came under the special and 
emphatic censure of the Church.

Fortune-telling is about one of the 
most common practices that may be 
classed as superstitious. It is, after 
all, a childish and foolish way of 
trying to satisfy a morbid curiosity 
that seems to bold sway over a vast 
number of apparently sensible peo
ple. It is in vain that the tricks of 
the fortune-teller are exposed; peo
ple will still cling to the idea that 
there may be something in it. Yet, 
it has had very lamentable results 
in many cases. Persons who were in 
a state of feverish anxiety about the 
future have found all their hopes 
suddenly dashed to the ground by 
the guess-work of a fortune-teller, 
and have gone mad, or else have 
committed suicide. Many a promis
ing life has been spoiled—effectively 
ruined—by these humbugging seers 
and prophets of “coming events-."
No truer saying than that which the 
poet reduced to this formula: “The 
veil that hides the Future was wov
en by the Hand of Mercy." Twenty 
years ago were we to have known 
exactly all that we were to experi
ence and suffering during the then 
coming years, it is very doubtful if 
we would have had the courage to 
face the ordeal. Were any one of vs 
to know the exact hour and the pre
cise manner of his death, is quite 
likely that he would brood over the 
circumstances so much that insanity 
would result. It is the very uncer
tainty as to the future that gives 
rise to that perpetual Hope which 
cheers and encourages us, even in 
the darkest hours. Faith Is a be
lief in that which we cannot, _iron) 
experience know; the superstition of 
the votary of fortune is the oppo
site—it is an attempt to know that

that which God has purposely hid
den from us. The reader will recall 
that appropriate line, in Campbell’s 

Locheil,” when the poet makes tlie 
Wizard snv:—

Lenten Mission at 
St, Patrick'

God"But man cannot cover what 
would reveal.”

No more can man reveal what 
God would cover. Faith is the op
posite of superstition. It is only 
the man of little, or no faith, who 
will place confidence in tokens, mys
tic signs, fortune-telling, and all 
such jugglery. Thc man of faith 
could never stoop to such poor and 
hollow methods of attempting to 
sound the abyss that lies beyond the 
present. Consequently when the 
Catholic acts, or prays, or practices 
any of his devotions, he does so in 
accordance with the dictates of 
Faith, that is the word of Christ. 
When the unbelieving individual 
seeks to perfect his lot by means of 
forbidden arts, sorcery, witchcraft, 
and the like, he is guilty of pagan 
superstition.

FourteenSteamshipsSoldtoC.P.R
A despatch from London, Eng., 

contains the important news that 
fourteen of (ho Elder, Dempster & 
Company's steamers have been 
bought by the Canadian l’aciflc Rail
way, which will probably begin to 
operate their line at the opening of 
navigation.

The full list of the steamers pur
chased is as follows:—

Built, tons.
1901 8,852
1902 7,000 
1900 0,870 
1900 0,546
1900 7,550
1897 7,319
1898 7,044
1898 5,443 
1897 5,406
1899 5,481 
1899 5,467 
1897 5,431 
1899 7,345
1901 7,050

To-morrow at High Mass in St.’ 
Patrick’s Church, a mission, under 
the direction of the Passionist Fa
thers, will open with the solemn and 
impressive ceremony of the erection 
of the Mission Cross in the Sanc
tuary, and a sermon by one of the 
missionaries. The mission will be 
conducted by the Rev. Fathers Val
entine. O’Brien and Foley. The mar
ried .women will have the honor of 
opening the mission, the first ser
mon to be preached to-morrow even
ing. The second week will be for un
married .women, and the last week 
for the married and unmarried men.

Pake Manitoba, twin . 
Lake Michigan, twin ..
Montreal, twin .............
Lake Champlain, twin
Lake Erie, twin ........
Mihvaukcc, single ........
Mount Royal, single ..
Monteroy, single ........
Montcalm, single........
Montfort, twin .............
Monteagle, twin ........
Montrose, single ........
Montezuma, twin ........
Mount Temple, twin ...

Patti to Make a Farewell Tour.
On November 3rd, in New York 

city, A deli ni Patti, the prima donna, 
par excellence,begins another tour of 
this continent. A daily newspaper 
of New York says:—

Robert Grau, a nephew of Maurice 
Grau, received a contract, which ho 
is to sign, without scratching. When 
he docs, and deposits $40,000 with 
the Rothschild Brothers in London— 
this to assure her payment for the 
last ten after concerts — then the 
great Patti will affix her signature, 
and she will come here once more 
before she ends her brilliant musical 
career.

The stipulations are many, and 
the demands exact. Besides the pay 
ment of $5,000 for each concert—and 
she is not to bo asked to sing in 
more than ten concerts in one month 
—she is to receive 50 per cent, of 
each concert in which the receipts 
exceed $7,500. As she will undoubt
edly at least sing to $10,000 on an 
average at each concert her net re
ceipts for each performance will be 
sw&lled to $6,250, or, in round fig
ures, $375,000 for the sixty con-

At each concert she is to sing one 
solo> one concerted number and ap
pear in a scene from "La Traviata,” 
"The Barber of Seville," 0r "Linda 
di Chamounix," and be it under
stood, she may miss any concert by 
reason of indisposition.

Mine. Patti will -have-a private car 
for herself and her husband, all 
newly furnished, and accommodation 
for a suite of six persons. Another 
specification is that Mr. Grau shall 
also provide apartments on the 
ground floor of all the first-class ho
tels in every city visited.

After two concerts in New York, 
she will visit in turn Philadelphia, 
Baltimore. Washington, Pittsburg, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago, Mil- 

St. Paul, Minneapolis, Om- 
Denver, Salt

Ltnlen Sermons it 
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God."
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There will be an English sermon afi 
the Church of the Gesu, every Sun
day evening at. 8 p.m., during the 
Lenten season. Each discourse will 
be oho of a series prepared by Itev. 
William Doherty, S.J., which will 
be as follows: On March 1st—Faith: 
"The evidence qf things that appear 
not." March 8th—Faith: " Without 

it is impossible to please. 
March 15th—Faith and the 
"No prophecy of Scripture is 
by private interpretation." 
22nd—Faith and Church:

"The Church of the living God, tho 
pillar and ground of the truth." 
March 29th.—Faith and its Oracle : 
"1 have, prayed for thee that thy 
faith fail not . . confirm thy 
brethren.” "Feed my sheep." April 
5th.—Faith and Reason: "Bringing 
into captivity every understanding 
unto thc obedience of Christ.” Faith 
and its Victpry: “This la the vic
tory which overcometh the world, 
our faith.”

Father Doherty will also preach 
tho Passion sermon at 8 o'clock In, 
the evening on Good Friday, April 
10th.

Fraternal Societies
THE A.O.IT.—At the regular meet

ing of the County Board of the An
cient Order of Hibernians, held on 
the 20th inst., the following resolu
tions were adopted and forwarded to 
His Holiness the Pope:—

We, your devoted children member» 
of tho Ancient Order of Hibernian* 
of Montreal, Canada, in meeting as
sembled, beg to lay at the feet of 
Your Holiness the following unan
imously adopted resolutions: — 

Whereas; The occasion of the twen
ty-fifth anniversary of the elevation 
of our Holy Father Pope Leo XIII., 
is a most happy and auspicious one 
for all the children of • our Holy 
Church, and a mark of singular anil 
special favor of Heaven, signalizing 
an event that only two of that 
long -and glorious line of' his prede
cessors have witnessed.

Whereas, The tender and paternal 
relations in which the Roman Pon
tiffs since the dayc of Celestine, and 
more especially our present Holy Fa
ther Leo XIII, have always stood to
wards the people of Ireland.

Resolved,—That this County Board 
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
desires to record its special satisfac
tion and rejoicing on this happy oc
casion.

Resolved,—That a message of con
gratulation be forwarded to His Ho
liness, praying that Almighty 
may long spare him over us as 
shepherd.

> JAMES MclVER,
Co. Secty.


