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Wisconsin Agricultural ik
Schools.

In an excellent introductory atticic o
the subject of Wisconsin’s Agricultuial
High Schools, our bright and pithy con
temporary, the Wisconsin Farmer, ob
gerves :

«The popular conception of agricui-
ture, until a few years ago, was that ol
an occupation which required no prepari-
tion but that of a large stock of muscle
and brawn, and the relationship ol a
grundfuthe!‘ to show us the location “of
the permanent wheat, corn and rye fields.
For the ordinary farmer, no great store
of any sort of knowledge was conceded
=-essary or helpful to his sum of pros-
ity or happiness. Plans were made
for the enjovment of church conveniences,
as well as nearness to district schools,
where boys and girls might learn to read
and write, but this was the limit, for
most of them, of their chance to develop
their minds in successful farm work.

* To-day most people, of both city and
country, have shed this clumsy mantle of
ignorance and prejudice. ~We have come
to see something of the genuine greatness
of the profession of agriculture in the
life of our nation ; and to this end, our
latest and best eflorts have been made
with the aim that farm boys should be
given what is their rightful heritage.
They have a rignt to a special training—
a training that shall better fit them to
plan and carry on their work, and which
will open their eyes to the wonderful life
all about them, and create in them such
a love and respect for their calling that
no shadow of discontent will arise in
their lives, and no ordinary influence will
be able to draw them ‘away from the
rural life that yields them such health,
wealth and happiness as could no other
avocation of this country.

« Most happily, the parents mow on
the farms have awakened to the fact that
their own occupation is a particularly
good one for their boys to follow. They
are well grounded in this belief at pres-
ent, and quite jealously guard against in-
fluences which might draw their children
away to less pleasant and profitable oc-
cupations.

« The work in four county high schools
already established in Wisconsin has been
carried on but six years. Before' the
sessions ©f the Legislature of 1901, Hon.
L. D. Harvey, as special commissioner
appointed for the purpose, gave a report
on the rural-school situation in its rela-
tion to agriculture and farm training.
He recommended county training schools,
supported jointly by the State and the
counties where such schools should be
located. The Legislature acted favor-
ably, and the two schools were built the
following year, the one at Wausau,
Marathon County, opening October 6th,
1902, and the work at Menomonie, Dunn
County, beginning at almost the same
time. The present law provides that
two-thirds of the expense of maintenance,
up to a limit of $4,000 annually, shall
be borne by the State. The buikdings
erected are all light, airy. convenient,
and, altogether, well planned and of good
appearance. All present instructors give
good evidence of a vital interest in the
life and welfare of their geveral schools.
Any parent who has doubts as to the in-
trinsic value of the courses given in soil
study, plant and animal life, shop prac-
tice in wood and iron work, farm build-
ing architecture, landscape gardening,
farm dairying, animal husbandry, poultry
raising, fruit-growing, and study of in-
sect life for the boys, with the splendid
training received by the girls in their
courses in domestic science and economy,
will do well to observe the subsequent
work of the graduates as they go back
to the farms and use the aqqulr_ed knowl-
edge and training in a “‘common-sense

“nner. « Scores are already doing this.
Se agricultural-school graduate is the
best advertisement of the agricultural
school. The Wisconsin agricultural high
schools are being imitated in other
States, and this more than anything else
leads the Wisconsin people to pelieve 'that
in these schools they have a Very valu-
able asset. It will be shown that the
best kind of foundation for an agricul-
tural education can be given in these
schools, and that such education, even
if not carried further in the university.
in itself contributes much in the way of
making those who go back to the farm
hetter farmers, and, above all, better
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The telephone has done aw with the oldtime isolation that
] handicapped social life in the country and drove young people to
the cities. In fact the telephone has completely turned the tables. ancf t
city dweller envies his country brother the good social times that are now to be
had on the farm. Perhaps you think you do not need the best instrument .for a
light chat with friend or neighbor, but remember that same telephone will also be
called upon in ¥our more important business when the reply of | can’t hear
be a serious matter. THEREFORE BUY AND USE ONLY,

The Northern Electric and Manufacturing Co., Ltd.

you say ”’ migh

APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT.

The kind that is used on lines that carry mes es 1600 miles. The kind that
can ALWAYS be depended upon. Write us for prices and information on rural

and suburban equipment.

THE NORTHERN ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING CO., LTD.

MONTREAL AND WINNIPEG. USE ADDRESS NEAREST YOU.
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TAKE WARNING.—Its richness and fertility cannot last
forever. Kighty Joads «f hay means a depreciation yearly of
. _$108. Repairing the depreciativn by putting back manure by
hand is siow, discoura:ing wuirk,and never well done. The time
of yourself and your hired mau, aud increase of crops, will in
two years pay lur a

Frost & Wood
CHAMPION MANURE SPREADER

A stronger, more durable machine there cannot be found in the Domin-
jon. Has rigid, stiff-braced sills and frame ; also solid cold-rolled steel
rear power axle, 21§ inches in diameter. Light draft, uniform spreading
b‘ beater and apron, thorough pulverizing e driven by large sprocket
wheel and worm gear, are only a few features out of & score that make
the Champion a money-maker you. We cannot tell all the news
about this Spreader here, but we bhave done it with photos ) :
descriptions in our Free Booklet, “How to Feed Your Cropa.” -’ LN

Write for Cataloguc F. 6

FROST & WOOD CO., vimitea
SMITH'S FALLS, CANADA.
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SUBSCRIBE FOR “‘THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE.

THE MARITIME
STANCHION.
Patented 1906. Has w

which is simple and sure
20 as to give the animal the utmost
Holds animal absolutely secure, The sim-
safest, nmﬁ cleanest tie on
market, Send for illustrated folder,

UY, RHEUMATISM, SCIATIOA, LUMBAGO, 18

GO
BLA
All Druggists, at 40e.

R'SGOUT & RHEUMATIC PILLS
and $1 per box,




