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HOLSTEIN STEERS FOR BEEF. '

J. N. Reip, Wellington Co., Oant.:—* I would
to ask some questions through your valuable
with to the bee! qualities of Hol-
: How do ‘Hol steers compare
as feeders with Shorthorns? 2. Are there any re-
liable records of their gain per day, and also of ‘the
per pound? 3. Would the beef from well-fin-
ished Holstein cattle be considered first-class? 4.
‘Would steers from milking strains of Shorthorns

be likely to give better satisfaction as beefers 2” -
[1. Holstein cattle (we assume that our corre-
spondent refers to pure-breds) having been selected,
fed and trained for generations along the line of
milk production, without any attempt at
improving their beefing qualities, we could hardly
expect them to compare favorable with Shorthorns.
2.. Experiments have been conducted with a view
to ascel the relative merits of Holstein cattle
as economical beef producers as compared with
beef breeds at Michigan Agricultural College in
1800, and at the Oatario Agricuitural Oollege in
1892, The report of the former is given in Bulletin
No. 69 of the Michigan Station. The animals tested
were pure-bred Galloways, Devons, Herefords, Hol-
steins, and Shorthorns. The steers were as nea.r:ly
typical and as nearly the same age (two years old)
as could well be got. The result was that one
Holstein stood as the greatest consumer of food to
gain, while his companion Holstein stood third in
this respect, a Hereford coming between them.
The test made at the Ontario Agricultural College
was with seven animals secured from leading breed-
crs,  Hach individual was the offspring of a pure

DOG POWER FOR CHURNING.

. 1st, 1896, page 189.
Iving bl address his Totsor
. giving is letter hav-
ing been lost, we will supply description.
HAY FORK OR SLINGS.
The above writer also enquires how slings com-
E:re with the horse fork for handling hag'? We
ave not used the slings for hay and cannot speak
from experience; they are very satisfactory. for
sheaves, but our impression is that for hay or
g:whsy fork is preferable, it is certainly very satis-
ry.
. 'We believe the same writer made enquiry as to
the working of the hay loader. Our o%vnreyxperi-
ence with this machine has been entirely satisfac-
tory, and we would not be without it, but as to
whether it would pay to buy one for the handling
of 50 tons of hay we are not prepared to say. It
will depend very much upon the help one has on
the farm, and what the necessary help would cost.
We have noticed that some farmers who have the
machine have laid it aside, and do not use it,
though for what reason we are not aware.
BROOD SOW ON SHARES,
A '‘SUBSCRIBER enquires :—‘On what terms ma,
a brood sow. be sut out on shares to be fair ang
just to owner and feeder?”
[We have had no experience in this line, and
have not met any one who has. We should think
that for %l"&de sows a fair arrangement would be
an equal division of the litter at weaning time, say
eight weeks old ; the owner of the sow paying for
service of boar. If the pigs are kept longer it
might bﬁ_ngreed that the owner of the sow should
pay for his share of the pigs the market price per
%und. live weight, at the time he claims them.
e understand it is not unusual for breeders of
pedigr plgs to furnish farmers with sows in pig,
retaining full control of the sows as to time of
breeding and the boar they are bred to, with the
privilege of buying as many of the choice pigs as
are up to standard for breéding purpose at a fixed
g(l;lce at weaning time, the balance of the pigs to be
ught by either party at the market price per
pound, live weight, at a time agreed upon. A
modification of these terms to fit the circumstances
may be adopted. ]
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Montreal Markets.

- There was not -O&rut deal of movement in our local
market during the w past, drovers evidently thinking
gg:ning of navigation would cause a better feeling in:

heavy values were ly well maintain

Friday morning, May 7th, the season has once more started in
briskly, and from no!v on there will be more or less demand

far rold for export pnrﬁes have ranged all the way from 4:
to 4jc. per lb., the last

very choice. At these prices quite a few were picked up
(Monday, 10th), and as the nhg

week will be h

good export steers and heifers:

only fair, and no high prices have been paid, the greater
quantity ranging in price from 2jc. for a mid ling 900 to 950 Ib
beast to 3ic. to 4c. for a nice straight steer or heifer scaling
1,050 to 1,100 1b. In the absence of better quality most of the
latter weights sre taken by ex

former meet with little enquiry, most of the demand being for
good lambs from 85 to 100 n:'sy., not too fat, for which good

1b.live weiﬁ‘ht..

Hogs.—The run of hogs just about meets requirements,
choice n lots making $5.25 to $5.30 per cwt.; heavy fats and
mixed packers from $5 to $5.10 per cwt.

Calves.—The offerings have been exceptionally heavy of
late, and the consequence poor prices. The latter have
further stimulated by the poor quality of the stock brought
in. This is evident by the actual figures here given per pound
between good calves and poor ones, namely, 3c. to 6c. W‘l:'d
the difference being entirely that between a well finished and.
a poorly finished one of the same weight. Prices have ran,
{S;I‘llll 50c. to $7 for good calves, very few making an

er.
Hides and Skins.—There has been no change in the market
since the decline of one cent per pound noted in our last re-
port in beef hides, and they still remain steady at 9c. perlb.
for No. 1 green hides, salted, to the butcher, dealers turning
them over at one-half and one cent advance on these figures to
tanners. Sheep and calf skins steady and un .

Sgﬁace.—There is no space to be had on the market for the
month of May, unless it is given as a concession_ by presen
holders, and most of it has been taken at outside figures—
42s. 6d. to 46s., at the last some one or two of the lines asking
five shillings advance on the above to Liverpool, but I am not
aware of any being let at this price.

The British Tlarkets.

Unless the markets improve considerably between this and

the landing of the first batch of Montreal steamers, shlplpeﬁ

stand to lose quite a bit of money, as in the&emnt state of the
e

markets, with the freight being paid and price the cattle
cost, there does not seem to be much chance of a margin.
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Bulchers’ Cattle.—The demand for butchers’ stuff hasbeen

Sheep and Lambs.—Not mmu:e being offered, and the °

prices are being obtained, tops making up to 5jc. to 5ic. per
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