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The William Weld Company
(Limited).

As will be seen by our business announcement
in this issue, the publication of the FARMER'S
ADVOCATE and all business pertaining to it has
been taken over by the joint stock company
recently incorporated, and known as THE
WiLLiaMm WELD COMPANY (LimiTep). This,
however, is not a new arrangement, but has
been under consideration for the last three
years, and was fully determined on in December
1890, but on account of the death of Mr.
William Weld the arrangements were not put in
force until the month of August. The major
part of the stock of the Company is controlled
by Trustees for the estate of the late Mr.
Weld. The personnel of the management is not
changed, on the contrary the new arrangements
permanently secure the gervices of persons who
have for several years done good work on the staff.
The Manager of the company being Mr. John
Weld, who for over twelve years has been con-
nected with the paper, during the last five
years as Assistant Manager, the Secretary of
the Company being Mr. Fred W. Hodson, who
has been acting Editor during the past four
_years, and Assistant Editor for three years
previously. . At the first meeting of the Share-

holders the following members were elected the

Weld (President), John Weld, F. W. Hodson,
Joseph Weld and Thomas Orr.

The policy of the ADVOCATE will be in the
future what it has been in the past, fearless and
independent. ~All the energy previously dis-
played will be continued in every department.
Our staff of contributors is very complete, all of
them practical and successful men. We trust
that the patronage which has been extended to
the FARMER'S ADVOCATE in the past may be
continned. We, in turm, promise that the
AbvocaTE Will continue to merit the support of

every intelligent farmer.

A Matter for Most Serious Con-
sideration.

FREE IMPORTATION OF AMERICAN CATTLE IN-
TO CANADA—THE POSSIBILITY OF CANADIAN
CATTLE BEING SCHEDULED BY ENGLAND.

Though not generally known by the people of
Canada, it has for some time been the custom
of our government to allow the shipment of
Awerican cattle in bond through Canada from
one point to another in the United States.
These cattle are taken from the cars at one or
two intermediate points in Canadian territory,
and fod and watered. Of course strict regula-
tions are observed. Not content with thus
exposing our herds to great danger, pressure
has for some time been brought to bear on
the government at Ottawa to allow American
¢attle to be imported into Canada to be slaught-
ered by an Abattoir Company, who desire to
carry on business at Three Rivers, P.Q.

If this privilege is allowed at Three Rivers it
cannot consistently be refused at any other
point, which means the free admission of Ameri-
can cattle into the Canadian market. Yet the
farmers of Canada are absolutely refused the
privilege of importing, duty free, cheap corn,
the raw material by which they desire to pro-
duce beef, mutton, pork, butter and cheese. It
is the policy of the present administration to
allow manufacturers to import the raw material
free, and to protect the producers of the finished
article. . The farmer has heretofore been made
an exception in this case; yet they, above all
others, are to-day the class who need protection
most. Whatever may be said to the contrary,
the farmers of Canada are in a bad way financial-
ly, though not as bad as in many other countries.
Especially is this true of those in the older
provinces. The government are doubtless in
favor of allowing the privilege asked by the

Abbott, in speaking of this subject on “August
24th, said :—

¢“The government see no gerious difference
between allowing the importation of these cattle
into Canada to be slaughtered for export and the
privileges of transit heretofore accorded American
shippers. Correspondence with the Imperial
authorities on this subject had led to the draft-
ing by the Canadian Government of certain rules
and regulations to be enforced as safeguards from
infection in the shipment of these cattle into
Canada. These regulations had been submitted
to the Imperial Privy Council, which had
declared them in every way satisfactory for the
purpose intended. Although the government
had not yet finally decided the question, I
can announce that within a few years, in all
probability, there will be established at several
points in Canada large meat packing concerns,
and a large number of prominent cattle men
were desirous of starting an enterprise of this
character.”

It would be interesting to know who are these
¢‘prominent cattle men" referred toby the Premier;
not Canadians, certainly, but Americans. It
would suit the purpose of the Americans exceed -
ingly well to be allowed thus to ship their cattle
into Canada, exposing our herds to all the
diseases so common in the U. 8. A. This is
reciprocity with a vengeance ; it is the kind ,of
reciprocity Canadian farmers do not want. Does
any sane person believe Americans would allow
Canadians a similar privilege ! Certainly not.
Brother Jonathan is too wide-awake. All pack-
ing houses in his domains are supplied by Ameri-
can farmers, although better cattle at & cheaper
price could frequently be bought in the Canadian
Northwest. Such cattle would be always sound
and healthy, while American cattle are frequently
discased. We find Canadians practically shut
out from the American market. Then why give
the American farmers a privilege they refuse Can-
adians? The Abattoir Companyat Three Riverscan
be supplied with good, healthy Canadian stock,
which is now sold so cheaply that in many cases
the only profit Canadian farmers in.the older
provinces are making from them is the value of
the manure. That is, they feed the grain on
their farms and obtain about market price for it,
leaving the manure as pay for their labor. Until
recently cheap dressed beef, shipped from Chic-
ago, drove the farmers of the Maritime Provinces
out of their own markets. Considered from a

financial point it would be better for the govern-
ment to bonus abattoir companies than to allow
American cattle access to our markets. Canadian
farmers should be encouraged to feed all their
coarse grains, and even to buy more. Any steps

Directors of the Company;~\\'illism Stephen

Abattoir Company. The Premier, the Hon. Mr.

the government can take to induce them to do
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