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A PARENT OF VICE.
Many very wise maxims have been rivet* 

ted upon the minds of young people 
through the medium of head lines in their 
copy hooka at school. But though these 
hits of boiled-down wisdom, often concen
trating the result of ages of observation 
and experience, are written scores of times 
in the laborious effort to acquire skill with 
the pen, it is to be feared that not until the 
pupil grows up does he take the lesson well 
to heart, and then too often when it is 
forced upon him by his own sad experience 
or by painful observation of the careers of 
the companions of his school-days. This is 
not due to perversity in youth, but rather 
to the fact that the function of the young 
mind is chiefly to acquire knowledge from 
observation instead of reflection. To teach 
a child moral principles by rote as a parrot 
makes small impression upon its mind, and 
the instruction must be made practical to it 
by the recitation of examples known and 
supposed, as well as by patient and regular 
explanation of whatever useful maxims or 
information may be incidentally conveyed 
in the ordinary lessons. One of the truest 
and, if its warning be heeded, most useful 
maxims ever uttered is the familiar copy- 
1-ook head-line, “ Idleness is the parent of 
many vices.” The lives of multitudes who 
have failed of their early promise together 
with the records of crime furnish perpetual 
and lamentable proof of the terse old say
ing. How seldom is to be seen a steady, in
dustrious workman, who has been used to 
toil from his youth, looking forth from a 
criminal duck or the gloomy recesses of a 
prison cell. Then, even when you do find 
a person who has generally been busy fallen 
into evil courses, there seems always to be 
more hope of his reformation than that of a 
lazy and useless member of society. It 
even seems to be the fact that the worker 
does not so readily succumb to the effects 
of dissipation and irregular habits of hii 
leisure as the idler. Certainly the former 
makes a greater effort to maintain self- 
respect and to resist progress downward 
than the latter. Young people allowed to 
run wild and freed entirely from all obliga
tions to make a useful disposition of their 
time are simply being let go to ruin by the 
quickest means and the shortest way, more 
particularly when they have any money to 
spend. These things have been strongly 
forced upon our attention within the past 
few days, as we listened to a father bewailing 
the fate of his boy, shut up in gaol to await 
trial for a serious act of robbery, hi» guilt 
being undoubted. In lamenting the evil 
propensities of the lad, his father said he 
had always been treated with indulgence 
and given a liberal allowance of spending 
money. That was just it ; he was allowed 
to spend money freely before he had 
learned to prize it through the necessity 
"f earning it, and as a matter of course 
lie acquired expensive tastes and habits of 
idleness that brought him to the commission 
"f crime. Not that growing children should 
be subjected to severe toil, but they can be 
trained from a very early age to industrious 
habits. Innocent play is not idleness, but 
on the contrary the best player is apt to 
make the best worker with either hand or 
head. It is not amusements that demand ac
tivity and cleverness and afford healthful ex
ercise to the juvenile, frame which children 
should be debarred from, but rather habits
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decision until it has an opportunity of con-
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payment of its goods was lately lost in 
Toronto, the jury giving as the grounds of
its verdict that the sale was made under 
false representations and that the pads were 
worthless.
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Crimes Act on account of the prevalence of 
outrages therein.

Wages of Lumbermen in the Ottawa
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border line to the capital his progress was a 
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Toronto, Ontario, shows an increase in 
taxable property, this year over last, of over 
three and a half million dollars, the assessed 
valuation of the city being something less 
than sixty-six million dollars.

F. Hart field, late moderator of the Presby
terian General Assembly of the United 
States.

Daily Newspapers in New York and 
other great cities are lowering their selling

United States Exhibitors received 27 
of 6,223 awards at the Colonial Exhibition 
at the Hague, capital of the Netherlands.


