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1,uGne« aid. only those who have worked 
well as 111 the to-day. van fully apprcvialv 

and d aw Ins linal
in office and field Tho-v 

l:irc insur
nccuiacy a* a
in the ohl days.
\\ lu n your v<<!\i<t <• mes to Mini up 
,. ,u lesions le will have to admit. I har. that not with 

all the modern advantages, the insurance companies 
. n lo-ing money and grumbling abott it at the end >i 

old-time regularity Oh. the pity of it.

The method of liny years ago
the days of I. S I» . Halifax currency 
then meant .| ot cash. Applications had to he ma le 

nid -igned for any in ttrance wanted by the applicant and 
submitted for approval to the Chief before 

e.etnanec because the modern quick lunch effects in lire 
nderwritin* l ad not come in I'ohetes gave a minute d 

of everything coverc 1. passport style, and the
was given 

s,.rt of n

landingor the most part

each year with
ARIEL.m riptton

location and geograph cal outlook ot the hmhlmgs 
111 painful detail. Wri in g lire | ol.v es was a

The office hoy lo. ked up with res|iect to the clerk 
Some day lie might reach that

Toronto, j.trd April mot-

then
who composed the policy 
eminence himself The wordy policy had to he copied nc 
euratelv hi hand into a Register, and revised before issue 

Good writers counted for tnurh then No type
wanted
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of policy
writing machines. No telephones. If the governor 
, private word with some other manager lie had. if winter 

and muflier and goloshes.

Finance

Railroad trafficWe have now the figures of our Home 
f r the first quarter of the year, and they are not ex hilar 

The freight carrying roads show detlines all the 
round, whilst the passenger lines show very hesitating 

for tlte rise are out of sight, and a

to get into his great coat
himsc’f Telegraphing was both dear and hunted 

h Postage very expensive. Economical manage 
and weight allowance in a letter 

Head Office meant the

and go 
in rea

,dvancv< 
glance at

ment utilized all the space 
I lie adding h’ank forms to fill up

It does not always mean that now 
loh mail day. "lire a week was a hated day in the eeiie.il 
department; Governor generally cross, and everybody more 
,,r !,„ fussed, even in the hc>t managed offices N"w

cable then Official

Speculators
to day's prices as compared with those of a year 

v ides fend for reflectionEn 4nfiice across seas
see

North Westerns, which, last Ap il were at iqi 
tl, (t;,y at 17,1 1 2. wild St Metropolitans front 107 12 have 
-,11,11 if. 74 Taking ill - Caledonian as a fair specimen of 
Scottish Rails, there is a drop from t.ffi t 4 lo '•*> ’ 4 These 

eoiiiiniiing. despite the increased cheapness of me! 
.ml ok for .In dills for the current half-year is

......... hut for the December half mat e s will have as-
mined a better aspect, and old rates will probably rule.

loan is still impending, and the longer

12. are

Pay is an English mail day No
fvars. home office wisci just hung in suspense neat •>' 

Agt ncics were few and confined to principal 
The wild rush for the much loved farm risks came 

in 'ater along with the many village and travelling a gen - 
Railroading limited and costly, and so it often happened 

did business together for years

hopes or
a month ft Is are

The

that agents and managers 
,im| died, having tin per-,mil knowledge of one another 
Exhibitions and fairs, tourist tripe, and holiday excursions 

Facilities for travel were scant 
were much

Our great war 
-t keeps off the bigger we are imagining it will be What- 
, ,er the exact number of millions, fifty, sixty, or so. it will 

of these times, with the exception of 
Whilst this issuehe the biggest issue 

tlie tremendous French indemnity loan
and almost entirely underwritten.

not yet in season-
In field work the adjuster and the appraiser 
about the same sort as now. in a business way. excepting 
perhaps that there i. i little more air. style, and Pullman 
ear. etceteras about the adjuster of to-day. and they do 
say the typewritten hills for services tendered the rum 

- to often characterized by an oriental magnificence

was made at 5 per nnl 
,,„r own share of this white man's burden, war borrowings, 
will he a- a much lower rate, and will not he hawked riumd 

underwriting hankers Hut it will he a cheapamongst the 
linepanics, an

and wealth of figure that wru'd I ut o h ush the old pen 
and ink claims for services rendered in the fifties

will fear I have gone into the essay business

* * *

Monthly trade returns are never cheerful reading now- 
The March fig res show an increase in imports of $7.140.000 

I ut when we find that sugar alone accounts for $6745.000 
- f that, and that sugar is the commodity which most fears 
the iittnns,tions of the Chancellor of the Kx-dicque. we see

It does not accrue from a

♦ tup, or you 
myself.. L
1 imnently able, if iliry were willing 10 recall the bygone 

and crystallize for the present young generation, and 
account ->f how we did things ut the 

Soon, unless the work be done now it will he

I could name (or you three of four gentlemen

that the ns,- is a deceptive , ne.
. lid expansion of trade, hut from a rush through the eus 

house to avoid impending heavier duties.

lati r generations, an
mug ago _
too late, and what should he written by the older men Iront 
personal experience, may have to he written, ii written at all. 

mil hand, with likely inaccuracies, lierausc iront hear 
There is a mine of interesting details waiting develop- 

Two marked factors in the attainment of the heights

• • •
TheyExp rts are smaller than in March of 'ast year 

wnu'd have Icen 1 ry much worse had not shipbuilding 
l ilt ki ll lip" and exhibited an improvement of $l4..s)5.<mo 

Coal exports fell away Jo per cent in value and 12 1 per 
The hno'ii lime* are over

we have m w reach. <1. ai d which have added much to the 
minion, efficiency, and accuracy of the fire insurance wo- k 
of to-day. "tir essayist might well devote a chapter to cadi 
of. I alluded to the coming of the (load Plans or Stir 
uys. which, whilst they may have been expensive, have done

his work.

cent, in vol me
* * *

editor and proprietor of the financial limes, 
the city daily which shares with the Financial News" (of 
which 11 ;irr\ Marks i- editor and proprietor) the honours 

leading guide for British investors is dead, at the age

Macrae
m ry much to help the Canadian L nderwritrr in 
,,nd which to appreciate more fully, one need only refv 

the . rude plans nr diagrams of old time, as madehack to
1 y |.Mal agents with niea-uremcnts on a sliding scale tint 
♦ lid many time* in the one diagram The other factor 
the coming of the lady stenographer and typewriter Tha 
die has. in the discharge of her official duties, done much 
hy reason of her personality and influence, to sanctify and 
gtaden the pro.-aic round of office duty and work and the 
general « ftioal tone, is generally admitted 
value of her service, her general steadiness, reliability and

«.f forty
* * *

t times are shaping up for British electric companies 
American and German competitionu.<1 their shareholders

becoming increasingly severe in electrical engineering 
combine to tight it- A start is beingand we are going to 

made by a combination of some sort between the Thames 
Ironworks, Siemens, Mather- and Platt, and the Brush
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