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EXPRESS RATES INCREASE.

The express companies of Canada have applied
to the Railway Commisison for permission to in-
crease their rates what they claim is approxim-
ately 30 per cent. Experts, however, who have
examined the new rates, claim that the increase
is more like 60 per cent. On small parcels in the
parcels post limit the rates have been reduced.
Plainly, this is an attempt to put the parcels post
out of business. But on larger parcels the pro-
posed new rates have gone soaring. On fruits,
the increase goes as high as 150 per cent.; on
cream, as high as 111 per cent.; and on poultry,
butter and eggs, in some cases over 200 per cent.
The organized farmers are making determined op-
position to the new rates before the Railway Com-
mission now sitting in the West. Investigation
before the Railway Commission some years ago
showed that the express companies were making
huge profits upon practically no capital invest-
ment. It was an enormously-profitable business
for the handful of men who owned the express
companies. The recent investigation has not yet
shown how much water there is in the express
companies’ capital, and whether there is sny jus-
tification for increased charges.If these charges
are allowed to go into effect it will strike the far-
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mers very severely upon their small shipments of
farm produce, as well as their purchases of fruit
and other express parcels heavier than 25 pounds
It will be another severe burden upon the back of
the farmer for the benefit of the few.

—Grain Growers' Guide,

NORTH BRITISH & MERCANTILE CHANGES
IN UNITED STATES BRANCH.

Mr. Ellis G. Richards for nearly twenty years
United States manager of the North British &
Mercantile will shortly retire from that position,
after a most brilliant career in fire insurance. Mr,
Richards became president of the National Board
of Fire Underwriters in 1915. He will be suc
ceeded as manager of the North British by Mr,
Cecil F'. Shallcross, United States Attorney, and
New York manager for the Royal. Mr. Shall
cross entered the service of the Royal in 1893, and
after serving the company in foreign fields he
came to New York in 1900 under the late Mr. E.
F. Beddall whom he succeeded last August. He
is said to be a man of exceptionally fine presence,
thoroughly proved judgment, and splendid organ-
izing ability.
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The money raised by the sale of
War-Savings Stamps is used to
finance our export business. The
more credit we can furnish the
greater will be the volume of this
trade.

NNTIONAL WAR-SAVINGS CONMITTEE, OTTAW

SIR HERBERT B. AMES, Chairman,
CAMPBELL SWEENY,

W, M. BIRKS, Montreal.
Vancouver. RENE T. LECLERC,
H W, WOOD, c.lﬂ Montreal.
HON, GEO. A. LL. HON. CYRILLE DELAGE,
Regina SIR J. DOUGLAS HAZEN,
St. John,

z B. MONK, "hnn;

JEO. M, REID. ndon. W. A, BLACK., Halifax.

W. K. GRORGE, Torento HON. MURDOCK McKIN~

SIR GEORGE BURN, NON. Charlottetown.
Ottawa. TOM MOORE, Ottawa

DR §. H PUTMAN, Ottaws

TRAFFIC RETURNS
Year to date 1017 1918 1919 Increase
 Aeuh - apitodds $8,041,000 $10,570,000 8 12,797,000 $2,227,00
Week 1917 1918 19 Tncrease
¢ 1,800,000 2,008,000 2,579,000 485,000
k 2,306,000  2,883/000 577,000
2,225,000 2,435,000 2,729,000 294,000
3,537,000 2,482,000 2,501,000 109,000

Grand Trunk Rallway

Year todate 1017 1918 1619 Tnorease
Jon. 8iiienes $ 4,741,088 $ 2,076,338 § 4,402,220 1,425,801
Week 1017 1918 1919 Increase
Feb, 028,462 480,714 905,440 424735
14 828671 531,316 047,880 41657
; 956,487 683,121 974,220 291,099
A 1,130,386 834,925 1,260,470 425,545

ational Railways
}r.u :fdm 1917 “}:.l',sm‘ 1911‘% g Increase
Ao e oy 018 82,046,451
Week ending 1017 1918 ‘im ncrease
B Yoviicis s st 1,003, 1436757 433,284
v Y SRR 1147484 1,545,442 30738
8 | e 1,061,681 1,605,872 444,201
ook 1,208,066 1,512,271 303,205

LETTERS OF CREDIT
FOREIGN DRAFTS
TRAVELLERS' CHEQUES

Letters of Credit or Drafts issued to over 1,500 prin-
cipal points in the Kingdom and the world-wide
British Empire, and countries of Europe and Asia not
'-rtgl u;:dor thcoh:u ban.
vellers' ues supplied good everywhere in
Caiada and the United States. com
Branches and connections throughout Canada.
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2111 Ontario East, cor. Davidson Street.
1818 Wellington Street, Verdun.




