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of combs of that kind that can be saved 
the greater quantity you will get; but 
where an old comb has had a cell of foul 
matter in it, it will stay there as long as 
the comb lasts.

Mr. Pressler—Does this apply to both 
American and European foul brood!

Mr. McEvoy—Yes.

Getting Rid ol Foul Brood With the 
Least Financial Loss

[By Hon. R. L. Taylor, Lapeer, Mich.,
Inspector of Apiaries for Michigan]
Mr. Taylor—The subject has been talk­

ed about so much that I had got rather 
tired of it, and I presumed most of you 
had. My topic is “How to Get Rid cf 
Foul Brood With the Least Financial 
Loss.’’ I think the first thing everybody 
ought to attend to who has foul broad, 
or fears he may have it, is to get thor­
oughly acquainted with it and with the 
description of it. I have been surprised 
at men coming to me and wanting to 
know about something that had happened 
in the combs of their bees. Some had 
dead brood and wanted to know whether 
it was foul brood or not. They had read 
all about foul brood, the descriptions of 
it, but they couldn’t tell whether the 
dead brood was afflicted with the disease 
or not. The descriptions are plain 
enough. There are 1,000 of them, and 
they are every one plain enough so that 
anybody with any intelligence can under­
stand when they see a case of foul brood. 
The trouble is that bee-keepers do not 
sit down and study the description.

Now, as was intimated by some one 
here, the price of freedom from foul 
brood is eternal vigilance. We are not 
going to get entirely rid of it, because 
it is in the woods, and bees die in the 
woods, although I have heard some say 
that a colony in a tree never dies, but 
it is pretty certain they do, and they 
surely would when they had foul brood, 
and we will get it from the woods and 
from two or three colonies here and there 
out in the country perhaps that we never 
have known about, where the owner

takes no particular interest in them jnd 
does not care whether they die or not, 
and does not care whether thev are 
robbed out or not when they do die. 
That, I think, is the point of greatest 
importance.

Now, as to avoiding financial loss other­
wise. You understand the loss may con­
sist in the loss of the bees or the hive 
or the honey. How shall we proceed m 
order to save this property? Sometimes 
the bees will be found to be worthies- 
when you discover the foul brood. When 
they get so weak that there are about a 
handful of bees left, they are almost 
entirely old bees, and the quicker you 
can destroy them the better. There is 
no financial loss in that. The hive is 
safe to use again. There is no financial 
loss in that. But sometimes we find foul 
brood colonies that are of considerable 
strength. You may discover in your 
apiary a half dozen or dozen colonies 
affected with foul brood. How are yon 
to dispose of it? In the first place, von 
want to understand thoroughly just whad 
you have got and the condition of ea< 
colony. Then you want to lay down 
plan as to how you will proceed. I: 
your colonies are strong there is a wa\| 
to get rid of it without much dange 
and I think with perfect safety, so ia 
as the new colony is concerned, and tha 
is Baldridge’s plan of using a bee escape 
You prepare a hive for your colony will 
starters or foundation and place it upoi 
the stand of the colony that has the f< 
brood, setting that one a little asidi 
putting the entrances as nearly togethej 
as possible ; then take sufficient bees r 
of the foul broody colony and put tb 
in the new hive with the queen to ma 
a start—sufficient bees to take care 
the queen, at least—and then put up 
bee-escape upon the front of your hiv 
having it in every other way perfects 
bee-tight. Then you have nothing moi 
to do but to let the bees come out 
themselves through the escape, and 
you place your escape properly they cal
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