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Canada’s National Missionary

Congress
SOME NOTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

The greatest and most significant gath-
ering of a religious character ever held
i British North America concluded its
sessions in Massey Hall, Toronto, on
Sunday night. From whatever point
we view it, that of numbers or enthus-
dasm or high purpose or breadth of out-
look or earnest and dntelligent discus-
sion, the Canadian National Missionary
Congress was the most unique and com-
pelling thing of its kind, we believe, ever
seen in Northern North America.

And in some of its features ai least
it was unique among great world gather
dngs. It is true that we could not call
it a National Congress in the fullest sense
of the word, in that it did not include
the great Roman Catholic Church, but
for all the Protestant Churches of any
country o unile in « greal representalive
gathering for the discussion of mission-
ary probleme and opportunities and the
assuming of missionary obligations and
duties is something new under the sun.

Time will most surely tell what the
full resulte of this great gathering will
be, but it would take no prophet to pre-
dict that they would be of the most far-
reaching and enduring kind. The mis-
sionary "obligation is so clear and insist-
ent, the missionary opportunity is so
large and invitine, thet an honest and
earnest Chrisiian man oanhot face them
squarely and not be won to the cause of
world-evangelization.

In reality, the Congress began on Wed-
nesday morning in the schoolhouse of
Bt. James' Oal with a prayerineet-
ing conducted by Mr. 8. J. Moore, It
was signifinnt t0 note that in almost
every prayer that was voiced in that large
gathering there was a pleading for
larger vision touching this grest work
of Qhristian missions.
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great living cause. The perpetuation
of an or the pr lon of
a body of doctrine was no adequate
cause. The true cause was the propa-
gation of a great and living principle,
an end, a something to be achieved.
The laid hasis upon
the personal element and demanded
personal loyalty, It made the church's
purpose to be the conquest of human
personality for its Founder and the
establish of His I rule and
control over the whole life of hu-
manity.

Principal Gandler, of Knox College,
was the next speaker, strong, thought-
ful, educative, on the theme, “The
Minister, the Leader of his People.”
He pointed out that though the min-
ister should himself do the work of
an evangelist, his work was not end-
ed until he had made his people to
feel thelr responsibllity to win souls.
His power to win souls was not limited
to personal contact, but his influence
could be projected into any land where
it might be most needed.

Mr. J. Campbell White, General Sec-
retary of the Laymen's Misslonary
Movement ,of New York, gave the
third address. His subject was “Re-
flex Influence of Missions,” but In his
intensity of earnestness he was not al-
ways able to keep very closely to his
theme.

Wednesday Evening Meeting.

In opening the evening meeting of the
Congress, the president, Mr. N. W. Row
ell, K.C,, took occasion to say that it
was the largest and most representative
gathering of Christian men ever assem-
bled in Canada. Tt represented the
growing spirit of Christian unity and
co-operation among the churches of the
Dominion, and the awakened interest
of Christian men in the real work of
the church. He read letters of regret
at being unable to be present fmm dlc
Hon. James Bryce, Britis

GOD IN THE HANDS OF MAN.

By A. W. Lewis, B.D,

Theology is continually telling us that
we are in the hands of God. The su
prewe joy of rcu(io. is that we are in
the hands of God. This is a natural
thought. It is a rational truth. It i«
the only rational idea of God the Creat
or and father. No esteemed father on
<arth will cast off his children. We can
not imagine that the good God and all
loving Heavenly Father would let His
helpless children suffer in the power of
a terrible, law-abiding machine, of irre
sistible fate. God keeps us in  His
hand, to father us into a godlike char
acter.  This is Christianity. But it
startles us to be told that God puts
Himself in the hands of man. He
eaid to Moses: “ Let me alone, tha: |
may consume this stiffnecked people;”
and to Jacob He said, after wrestling
with him all night, “ Let me go, for th
day breaketh.”

In the case of Jacob we are told .
man wrestled with him.” We need n
delay long to enquire who this man wa
It mav have been an angel. It may have
been the *‘angel of the Covenant.” I
does not make any difference who
was, exoept this, that he represen
God to Jacob. The same is true of
Bible, and of the Chureh. Nature is the
work of God. The Bible is His Word
The Church is His organization, a world
wide brotherhood. Tn all these He puts
Himself in the hands of man. He per
mits man to do his work. He calls man
to be His representatives on earth. A
the angel put himself in the hands of
Jacob, so God to-day puts Himeelf in
the hands of man. Jacob accepted this
truth. Tt was too plain for him to
evade. “T have seen God face to face,
and my life is preserved.”.

..

You have seen a father and his little
child. Who has not watched them
with deepest interest? Sometimes they
play together; and the father puts him
self in the hands of his boy, though a
hundred times the stronger. Me con
descends to the power and the wisdom
and even the childishness of his little
one, that they may be companions. More
than this. The time has come to end
this playfulness; and the father must
g0 to weightier things, and the boy to

fitable things. The father is

at Washington; His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General, and Sir Robery Hart, late
of China.

The Hon. J. M. Gibson, Lieut.-Gover-
nor of Ontario, sapoke a few worde of
welcome to the members of the congress,
in which he revealed the fact that he
was himself in close touch with the
work of the Laymen's Missionary Move-
ment. ®

A very interesting incident of the
meeting was the introduction of 8ir An.
drew Fraser, who stated that he appear-
ed before them as a representative, first
of the Laymen's Movement in Scotland,
and then of the native Preebyterian,
Church of India. He was still Moder-
ator of that church, and still continued
to have the keenest of interest in the
religious conditions and needs of the
people of India.

Mr. Rowell epoke on "Cundu Op-
ponunny n Home and Abroad.” In

of the church as utlon Lnd power,
not ref) or

These latter had thelr place, but when
the Lord came to deal with the real
message of the church, He placed the
emphasis on m hrnur The oo-p-l
was to be not by

it about, but by aggressive action. The
of a relig ng the

hought and effectiveness
ot deliuunce his address was quite the
equal of anything during the Congress.
He said:

That we may better appreciate the
greatness and significance of this oppor-
tunity let us briefly recall to our minds
the extent and genefal characteristics of
our country and the number and char-
acter of our immigrants and settlers,

(Canada, with a present population of
not more than 7,000,000, j& larger than
the United States, including Alaska, the
Philippines, Porto Rico, and iu other

with their bi mull
tion of aver 100,000,000. Canada has al
Continued on page 12.
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more
otill in the hands of his child. He
olings to him. His love will not let
#0. Perhaps he has some petition. Per
haps it is merely a yearning for con
tinued fellowship, Tle father says:
“Let me go. I cannot stay longcr."
8o God said to Jacob: * Let me go; for
the day breaketh.” And the day was
to bring to Jacob new duties and new
joys. *Let Me go."
L

The Incamation is a marvellous ex
pression of this truth: God in the hands
of man! In olden times He gave hints
of His condescension. In Jesns Christ
He so perfected the thought that all the
world wonders. Some cannot believe
that it is true. It seems too good to be
true. It is too wonderful for us to
understand. And God so condescended
to man's lack of faith that He sent an
gels to announce it beforehand. The
choirs of heaven heralded ity accom
plishment. At least three times the
Father spoke to men: *“ This is My Son.”
No one else was e er like Fim—the only
begotten! God N1 the hands of man!
Word mace flesh! A lenten

thought! On God's aide of the truth
there is nothing else so express of
His love for humnWy for even the

sinful sons of men. He stooped to share
the struggles and the ills that flesh is
heir to. His yearning love led Him to
put himaelf in the power of human na
ture and became subject to human
Mh.ﬂomnﬂhhﬂphlm

And He could bless His ohildren
mthnuﬂwoomm oause with

them, and by
hands of men. No heathen religion




