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Theology in continually telling tie that 

we are in the hand* of God. The su 
pretne joy of rohg <u* 1» that we are in 
the hand* of Ood. Thik is a natural 
thought. It is a rational truth. It is 
the only rational idea of Ood the Croat 
or ami father, 
earth will oaat off hk children. We can 
not imagine that the good Ood and all 
loving Heavenly Father would let IIi« 
helpless children suffer In the power of 
a terrible, lew abiding machine, of irro 
aktible fate. Ood keeps us in His 
hand, to father us into a godlike char 
arter. This is Christianity. But it. 
atari les us to be told that Ood puts 
Himaelf in the hands of man. 11.x 
sad to Mows : *' Let me alone, Unit I 
may consume this stiffnecked people;" 
and to Jacob He said, after wrestlin' 
with him all night, " Let me go, for 
day broaketh."

In the case «># Jacob we are told " a 
man wrestled with him." We need not 
deley long to enquire who this man wa
it mav have been an angel. It may have 
been the "angel of the Covenant." 
does not make any difference who 
war. except this, that he represented 
Ood to Jacob. The same is true of the 
Bible, and of the Church. Nature is the 
work of Ood. The Bible is Hi- NX 11 
The Church ja His organisation, a world 
wide brotherhood. In all these He puts 
Himself in the hand» of man. He per 
mils man to do his work. He calls man 

be His representatives on earth. A- 
the angel put himself in the hands of 
Jacob, no Ood today puts Himself in 
the hands of man. Jacob accepted 
truth. It was too plain tor him to 
evade. "T have seen Ood fane to face, 
end my life is preserved.".

No esteemed father ongreat living cause. The perpetuation 
of an Institution or the propagation of 
a body of doctrine waa no adequate 
cauae. The true cauae waa the propa
gation of a great and living principle, 
an end, a something to be achieved. 
The commlaalon laid emphaela upon 
the personal element and demanded 
peraonal loyalty. It made the church's 
purpose to be the conquest of human 
personality for Ita Founder and the 
establishment of Hie personal rule and 
control over the whole life of hu-

Prlncipal Oandler, of Knox College, 
was the next speaker, strong, thought
ful, educative, on the theme, “The 
Minister, the leader of hla People.” 
He pointed out that though the min
ister should himself do the work of 
an evangelist, his work was not end
ed until he had made hie people to 
feel their responsibility to win soula. 
Hla power to win soula was not limited 
to peraonal contact, but his Influence 
could be projected Into any land where 
It might be most needed.

Mr. J. Campbell White, General Sec
retary of the Laymens Missionary 
Movement ,of New York, gave the 
third address. His subject waa "Re
flex Influence of Missions.- but In his 
Intensity of earnestness he was not al
ways able to keep very closely to hla 
theme.

The greatest and moet significant gath
ering of a religious character ever livid 
ir. British North Amer .va concluded its 
eeneions in Massey Hall. Toronto, on 
Sunday night. From whatever point 
we view it. that of numbers or eu Uns* 
iastii or high purpose or breadth of out
look or wriivat and intelligent discus- 
si-ui. tii# Canadian National Missionary 
Congress waa the moet unique and com
pelling tiling of it* kind, we believe, ever 
seen iu Northern North America.

And in some of Ile feelurw ei least 
Jt wue unique among great world gather 
Sags. It is true that we could not call 
it a National Congress in tit* full eel sense 
of the word, in that it did not include 
the great Roman Ustholio Churuh, but 
for all tite Protestant Churches of any 
country to unite m 
gathering for the < 
an problems and opportunities and the 
awmniing of missionary obligation.- and 
duties is .-meshing new under the win.

rune will most surely tell whet the 
full résulté of tide great gathering will 
be. but it would take no prophet to |rre- 
diei that they would be of the moet far 
resulting and enduring kind. The mis
sionary'obligation is eo dear and Insist
ent, tiie missionary opportunity is to 
laige and inviting that an honest and 
earnest Uhrietian man oanhot face them 
»iilately and not be won to the cause of 
world evangelisation.

In reality, the Congre» began oo Wed
nesday morning in the school house of 
bt. James’ Cathedral with a prayer-meeb 
in g conducted by Mr. 8. J. Moore It 
was egmlKiiut to note that iu almost 
every prayer that waa voiced in that large 
gathering there was a pleading lor a 
larger vision tvuolung this great work 
of Uhrietian missions.

The opening meeting in Me *ey Hall 
was on Wednesday afternoon, announced 
to be specially for clergymen and stu
dent», though probably the audience dif 
it*rod very little from that which assem
bled at tiie oilier.seaakms. The theme of 
disc aw ion was "The HolaUun of the 
Milii#try to a Missionary Church." The 
opening devotional exerowes were of en 
exceedingly hearty and inspiring kind, 
end there was a very mauoleet epirit of 
expectancy and reueiyiven 
Robert E. Speer, of New Yotk. waa an
nounced to apeak upon "The Great Com
mission."

Mr. Speer, always so earnest, straight 
forward, ooo mciiig. waa in splendid 
form, and thrilled hia audience with his 
appeal for loyalty to the spirit and meth
od of Jeeus Christ That last great oocu- 
n tand of Christ's to go into all the world 
and preach the Gospel waa not, he said, 
the foundation of the missionary spirit. 
It that command had never been utter 
ed the missionary obligation would not 
have been affected, because it reeled 
upon the character of God, the universal 
it} of the Giapel, and the unity and 
need of humanity.

The commission defined the message 
of the church as action and power, 
not reflection or defensive apologetic» 
These latter bad their place, but when 
the Lord came to deal with the real 
message of the church. He placed the 
emphaala on the former. The Gospel 
was to be safeguarded, not by walling 
It about but by aggressive action. The 
spectacle of a religion conquering the 
world would be the beat argument that 
that religion was divine.

The church waa bothered with 
hereav because It had lost Ita momen
tum. One never saw heresy bothering 
a church that bad speed enough. Then 
the commission gave the church a
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Wednesday Evening Meeting.
In opening the evening meeting of the 

Congress, the president, Mr. N. W. Row 
ell, K.C., took occasion to say that It 
was the largest and most reproeentative 
gathering 
bled In Canada, 
growing spirit of Christian unity and 
co-operation among the churches at the 
Dominion, and the awakened interest 
of Christian men in the real work of 
the church. He read letters of regret 
at being unable to be pres 
Hon. James Bryce. British 
at Washington; His Excellency the Gov
ernor-General, and Sir Robert Hart, late 
of China.

The Hon. J. M. Gibson, Lieut.-Gover
nor of Ontario, spoke a few words rj 
welcome to the members of the congress. 
In which he revealed the fact that he 
waa himself In close touch with the 
work of the Laymen's Missionary Move 
ment e

A very Interesting incident of the

You have seen a father and his little 
child. Who has not watched them 
writli deepest interest Î Sometime < they 
play together; and the father pets him 
•elf in the hands of hk boy, though a 
hundred times the stronger. He con 
descends to the 
and even the childiahness of liis little 
one. that they may be companion*. More 
than this. The time has come to end 
this playfulness; and the father must 
go to weightier things, 
more profitable things.
•tUl In the hands of his child. He 
clings to him. Hk love will not let 
go. Perhaps he has some petition. Per 
haps it is merely a yearning for con 
tinued fellowship. Tie father ways: 
"Let me go. I cannot stay longer." 
So God said to Jacob: " let me go; for 
the day hreaketh." And the day wan 
to bring to Jacob new duties and new 
joys. " Let Me gn."^

of Christian men ever assein- 
It represented the

power and the wisdom

sent from the
Ambassador

and the boy to 
The father is

wheo Mr.

The Incarnation ia a marvellous *x 
pression at this truth : God In the hands 
of man I In olden times He gave hints 
of His condescension. In Jeeti* ftirist 
He so perfected the thought that all the 
world wonders. Some cannot believe 
that it is true. It seems too good to be 
true. It k too wonderful for u* to 
understand. And God so condescended 
to man’s lack of faith that He sent an 
gela to announce it beforehand. The 
choirs of heaven heralded its aocom 
plkhment. At least three times the 
Father spoke to men: " This is My Son." 
No one else was e er like Rim—the only 
begotten! God It the hsnds of man! 
The Word me# e flesh ! A lenten 
thought I On (kid’s aide of the truth 
there Is nothing else so expressive of 
His love for humanity, for even the 
sinful sons of men. He stooped to share 
the struggle* and the ills that flesh is 
heir to. His yearning love led Him to 
put hJmnelf In the power of human nn 
turo and herame subject to human 
authority. He came not to judge but to 
save. Wnd He could blew* His children 
most by making common cause with 
them, and by putting Himaelf into the 
hand* of men. No heathen reMgfon

ng wae the introduction frf Sir An 
Fraaer, who stated that he appear

ed before them as a reproeentative. first 
of the Laymen’s Movement in Scotland, 
and then of the nstive Presbyterian. 
Church of India. He was still Moder
ator of that church, and etill continued 
to have the keenest of interest in the 
religious conditions and needs of the 
people of India.

Mr. Rowell epoke on "Canada’s Op 
portunRy at Home and Abroad." 
clearness of thought and effectiveness 
of deliverance, his address was quite the 
equal of anything during the Congress. 
He said;

In

That we m 
greatnees and

av tietter appreciate the 
significance of this oppor

tunity let us briefly recall to our minds 
the extent and general characteristics of 
our country and the number and char 
acier of our immigrants and settlers.

Canada, with a present population of 
not more than 7,000.000. is larger than 
the Vnited States, Including Alaska, tiie 
Philippines, Porto Rico, and its other 

saions, with their combined populal*oi
lion at <wer 100.000.000. Canada has al 

Continued on page 11.
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