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FAXATION OF MINES

Hon. the Minister of Mines, who has been

fficially touring the Kootenays, is to be con

TH!Z

gratulated upon the means he has adopted of g

ning
first-hand a knowledge of existing conditions in those

districts, and of ascertaining from the men most

directly interested and presumabiy best informed, the
grounds upon which the present imposition of the
considered

2 per cent

inequitable

tax on productive mines is
unfair, But if the
return to

and honourable

gentleman does not his duties
at the Capital with an adequate idea of the feeling of
the mining community, it will not be for lack of mod
eration on the part of those who profess to express
public opinion.  Thus a Rossland contemporary re-
marks that :

“The two per cent. mineral tax is iniquitious. Tt
throttles the development of the Rossland and other
camps possessing resources of a similar nature. Fur-
ther and permanent prosperity can only be attained
upon the abolition of the tax.  The Rossland camp
will then forge ahead on a scale hitherto without pre-
cedent. TFacts and figures are forthcoming to support

these contentions.”  And it gives this as a fair sum
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sed by

at a banquet given the other dav

exPre leading  muining

land to the Minister Mr. Kirby, general

\

of the \Var Lagl entre Star Com

report ( to have san his occasion

know that the great cause depre
now coming over the Dritish Columbia miming

|

Iming

like

industry is excessive and overw taxation

cent. tax A stond

hefor

I'he S \pression referred to operations o

s of which he is manager so deseribed

as an  cenormou rake oft

Kirh remarks fa resen e views

I by other speakers
d of

to the

me owners cannot be accus wishing

ontributing their due share reventu

ther do the

11

AN laim that the

e amount of unduly

portion to the magnitude of the industry

plaint is that the incidence of the tax is

prevents

[For example

profitable operation of low grade ores

Mr. William Thompson, manager
Gireat \\

that the

of the Rossland

stern allicd mining properties, is of the opi

ion two per cent. tax alone prevented

mines in 1

\laska being, a

well known, a very low grade but very

establishment of many Treadwell

Columbia, the Treadwell mine in
extensive e
posit.  Estimating upon the basis of ore worth $8 30

Viner

1s really

a ton, the Rossland shows that the so-called

two per cent, tax about 12 1-2 per cent, oi

the net profits, which would certainly be regarded as

an unduly heavy burden if imposed on anv other in
dus \ two per cent. tax upon the net income of
the mine would be exceedingly reasonable, but surely
to be compelled to pay one-cighth of the profit to the
Government is I'he

before the public for some time

CXCUSSIVY

question has been

cand we see no rea

son for amending tihe opinions expressed in the
MINING RECORD several months ago, when demon=-

strating that the present tax is highly  burdensome

to low-grade mines,

Mr. J. BMceKilligan, Survevor of Taxe s, in his re-

port to the Minister of Finance, makes a painstaking

He

: . and
thinks the question calls for very close investigation
Mr. McKilligan does not, however, believe th

effort to analyze the subject of min taxation
admits that the difficultics presented are great

at the




