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livre, it i- worthy of note that there were only four in the iutirmar. . The houses 
were in every purtieuhir w.-ll etpiipp.'d. and the whole practically u self eontnined 
village. The ehihlren go a! out after school hours with freedom and reasonable lati
tude. They are under goo I hut not too strict discipline. They are stmt to the town 
of Sideup. which i« near hy. and do messages and shopping. Their personal appear
ance, and polite! c" w I h spoken I >. reflected i redit on the Superintendent ami lady 
Matron, and while there were, as might he expected, some poor and indifferent types 
among the children, the perccn'age of such was small. The Staff of Olliccrs, from the 
Superintendent and Matron down, seemed to me to possess quali ies well ealeulated 
to inspire m inline-' and self-respect in the children.

The Si. l‘ancras Schools and I Ionics were next visited. Tlie-e schools and 
homes, which are splendidly equipped and ollieered. are classified a- follow- :

(«) Maternity wards. A- the name indicates these are really Im-pi al*. They 
are part and parcel of the workhouse -y-ieni. Their need is felt in a great Metro
politan city like London, with it> complexity of population. Women who are lionic- 
h or without proper home conveniences, are eared for and provided with free 
medical and nursing a tent ion in these wards. The children seen here are not all 
horn in the workhouse., hut are in many cases brought there at an early age hy parents 
or guardians. The mother and child, (if it happens to he an infant of the nursing 
agei remain in tin- nursing mother's ward until the infant is weaned, when it: passes 
mi to the mir-cry. At the nge of three years it is transferred to one or other of the 
block or district homes.

(/>) Nursery wards, provided for children of three years and under,

( <) A Receiving Home for ‘in and out * transients, and children en route for 
one of ih 1 block school-. Almost immediately following the reception of an unneeom- 
paired child in tlie workhouse it is sent to the Receiving Home, ils stay in the work
house depending upon til • hour of it- reception. A child received after s.dn p.m. 
usually spends the night in the workhouse, but does not conic in contact with the 
adult population of the Institution and therefore cannot properly he designated a 
‘ worklmuse child."

A- far back a- 1 <17 the attention of the Home (Joverumeiit wu• directed to the 
ueecs-ity ter lettir ta ilitie- fir tie instruction of ehil !rcu than the then existing 
schools, -it iinleil within the workhouse area, afforded. The Local < loverninent Hoard 
thereupon addressed a circular letter to tin- various Hoards of ( J mini bins, urging' that 
where feasible Hoard- should group and coinbin ■ to establish homes and schools in 
which a nioie satisfactory training and education could le had, and with the further 
object id removing .voting children from a-socialion with the ordinary workhouse 
habitue. The result is the present system.

*•. Margaret*- Receiving 11 > >i 11 - (Parish of Si. I la lieras) at tie- time of my visit 
contained thirty-three children, twenty of whom were from three to eight years of 
ago. ami thiiteeu from eight to sixteen years of age. The children of school ago 
attend the London < mini y (' iiueil schools in the noiti.* .* " \ and associate with^


