
RmsUoi, Ihavehodoal.l but that the.-«f' ficaUi.i-s afttroMal-
having colomes in Oreenland wd Iceland, visits d this country
and ra.»de m^e aottlem.uts here, but I believe the few p'onle
they brought with them either perished in their wura with tho
Qkroelligers, or Esquimcaux, or that the remnant left the country
which they couldnot then have found vorv inviiin^r.The real cause
I should imagine, of the abandonmejit of these hunU was iho inl
^«ion of more genial climes and poliehcl nations bv thoNorthmen.'
When they obtained possession of one of tho finest provinces of
France, now called after them Normandy, when tliev settled in
Northumberland, and along the fertile banks of the Shannon, the
•stunnea of tho Liffly and the Suir, in Limerick, W'aterford Cork
Dublin, Wicklow, and many other Danish towns in Ireland, and
when they showed such a capacity for the rereains oi' civilization
lingering in the Koman Empire as to adopt tho langungi's. tho
^rts, and the sciences of the prnvinccs they had conquered, wp
ffiay naturally imagine that the tide of advrnturous emigration
would be directed fr«>m the frightful shores of Greenland an4Mnnd, or the rugged and uninviting localities of Newfoundlancl,
or Northern Continental America, to the shores of the Seine in
smiling France, or the rich pastures of Ireland and England. The
V> estern land would soon be forgotten, there would be no induce-
ment to cross the stormy ocean in ships not as large Psour West,
ern boate, when they could coast along the shores of ^!:urope, and
find their countrymei settled in the maritime districta of a oivil-
«ed country. It is said that a Gieenland Bishop, Eric, visited
Winland in ^121, to endeavour to reconvert his countrymen to
M»rifltianity which they had forgotten in those then remote and
desolate regions—yet all appears buried in obscurity. We know
quite enough to excite our curiosity, nov to sati-fy it, and it U
impossible that the real history of the Northmen in America will
ever be cleared up. They left no monuments after them : like all
peoplfs who have abundance of wood, they would not build stone
houses, and the only records wh have ot their existence here, are
tfye songs of the Scalds, or the histories of Adam Bremen or
ptbers who lived agoe subsequent to their settlement here, and
embodied the traditions, half fact tmd ha|f fable, which they
iound floating in the songs and legends of thp people, in the his-
tories they compiled.
We now leave the doubtful region of ronianceand fable mingled

with some facts, for the mm ground of history. The wonderfui
discoveries of Columbus had excited in a degree we find it diffi>
cult to comprehexid, the enthusiasm of Europe—a new world up-
peared, not as a discovery, but a new crtnition. Every maritimo
and commercial Nation waa aroused, and all wished to partleipntft a


