
I>R. JAMES FhHrcHKH.

In MiiniloltH Timothy ih now nn»wn to a liir^o extont in wnne wctioiiH, ami by

fonniiig a wui nnifli iinpioveH the condition of tim soil und prnvt-nts l.iowin^r, which

ttives it ft Mptial valui«. Uroin« Kniss Iiiim thi» quality ami to a larKcr dcKree It

Jias t.K., another cliaiacteriHtiu 1 hIi .ul.l like t^. mention, imh-ed, it has ho many

K(kk1 .iualiti.'H that one Ih npt to think we ni;.y Iw .'xagjieratinK when de«cnbing

them This fharacteristic is that, unlike Timothy and neatly all other ){r«Hs,.H, there

is little decrease in the value of the hay for feed even when it is left standiiiK until

the seed is ri|H«. This is owing U) a fH-culiar habit of growth by which i.fter the

tlowerin ' stem has »)een protlucetl, several other supplementary barren sh(x.t8 which

do not flower spring up from the ro«.t. These sh.n.ts are very leafy and a<ld inuoh

to the value of the hay. Mr. Sliutt, our chemist, has found that the hay from which

the ripe seed has l.een threshed, is almcml of the same value as that cut at the proper

time iu8t after (lowering, and the grower has Iwsides a large supply of valuable seed

for which he can always get a ready sale. The hay is of fairly good ciuality and

smells sweet like Knglish hay. Mr. McKay speaks of from one and a half to two

and a half Urns as an average cnip. Here, we have had at the rate of four and a

half ti nsof hay. I have a letter from Mr. Wm. Hull, who ha>* an irrigated farm near

Calgaiy, in which 1 e tells me that he cut 900 tons oH' 200 acres, from which he

would have got nothing without irrigation.

Mr. Mc(JuE<ioK.—With the native grasses one ton of hay is goo«l growing.

Mr. Fi.KTciiKH. -Yes, but that is without irrigation.

By Mr. McMillan

:

Q. Have you reference to a small plot 1

A. One-twentieth of an acre.

Mr. McMm.lan.—As farmers we would rather see an acre.

Mr. Fi-ETciiKK.—Ye , we have that this year.

Hy Mr. Dutujhi*

:

Q, Has any experiment been made with this gia-i^s on alkaline land?

A. Not oil lan«l classed as alkaline, but at the same time it has been grown on

lands containing a great deal of alkali, and has given goo«l returns. Mr. McKay is

now testing it on "alkaline" s|K»ts at Indian Head.

Mr. DouoLAs.—That is an important point, because so much land is now going to

waste, and it wou'd \w. important if a success was made in this respect.

Mr McKav. -We have some alkali on a very low part of the farm and it is

growing there as well, if not better, than on other parts. I believe it is a great success

on alkaline land. ... i i * ui

Mr. FLKTriiKH.—With regard to the hay, it is particularly sweet and palatable.

Any one going into Mr. McKay's barn notices the sweet smell like English hay

and moreover the cattle are verv fond of it. It holds its leaf which gives it a peculiar

value Most grasses after they flower deteriorate rapidly, but as smm as this is in flower

it begins to increase in value from the numl)er8 of supplementary shoots which are pro-

duced, so that when it is threshed for seed you have a valuaV»le fodder in the straw.

By Mr. Roijers :

Q. When and how should it be sown 1 .

.

A. In the west, it recjuires to lie sown alone, because the young plants dry out in

August when sown with a mother crop.

By Mr. McMiUan

:

Q. As it grows from the bottom, would it not be too troublesome?

A. It may probably be some trouble to get rid of it again, from the running

root-stocks: but if you examine the root I have here, you will see that it is near the

surface, and for the same reason it, like couch grass or " Quack," can be taken out of

the land by shallow ploughing.
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