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NIAGARA SUSPENSION DRIDOE RAILROAD TRACK VIKW.

THE FALLS OF NIAGARA.

[RljiMl from New York, 440 1 QmlxH', S85 ; Plillndelphia, 441 ; Bsllimora, «3S i T..nmlo, 60 1 Buffalo, M nMn.]

To nttempt to convey the fiiintcat imprcssiim

of the unspeakable niajtnitude iind ninnniticence

of the Fulls of Ningiirii tilniost biinlers on jiri'-

sumption. Thcv Imve been clad with ii brilliant

halo of iniuf;inution since we first lioaid of their

existence, nt school. The pen, the pencil, and
photO(;ruphy, Imve nil been laid nnder contribu-

tion, for the purpose of describing and illnstrat-

inj; the niijjhty cataract. The powers of word-
painting have been wielded by the literateur,

the preacher, und the poet, to furnish ^-litable

representations of the "world's ivoiider." Fu-
tility and failure have been written u])on every

attempt. The thunder of waters is inexpressi-

ble by human language; but yet, to be admired
it needs only to be seen; and the deep impres-

sion that is stumped upon the mind of every

spectator that stands before the stupendous scene

of Niagara, will never Ik! erased from the tablets

of memory. Who shall ever forget that moment
wlicit lit: leapt froin tlie Cars, bounded, with all

the inipotience of o curiosity cherished from
earliest infancy, down the declivity, and the

ubiime scene burst upon his astonished vision?

The eye wandered up and down "the Rapids,"
rushing, for n mile above the Fulls, in tumultu-
ous nuidness, fretting and eddying, wliirling and
twirling, rumbling and tumbling, pell-mell, iu

precipitate confusion ; fell then upon the pure,
pellucid waters, that soothed themselves into a
solemn sweep as they moved, with the nuijesty

of irresistible might over the lofty precipice,

with the deafening rour of gratulation at their

safe descent ; and last, not least, upon the beau-
teous bow that capped and crowned the glowing
scene resplendent with nuignificence und re-

dolent of transcendent sublimity.

But insteud of straining the capabilities of
langunge, by heaping metaphor on metaphor,
in u listless endeavour to describe the inde-
scribable, let us act as cieenme to the tourist,
and leave hiiu to drink inspiration from the
voice of the living waters themselves.
Wo may here notice that the Falls are formed

by the United waters of Lake Superior, Lake
Michigan, Lake Huron, und Lake Erie, which
all meet in the River Niagara, at the eastern ex-
tremity of Lake Erie, from which it pursues its
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