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I trust it will not lie il.oi.gl.t egotistical, if I i„(Wm you l!,.. ti.e funds

Iw th^t thp"''
'"'•'''

'^r^'l"' ^'"•P'*«^«' and the returns of the Ordeshow that they are sacred to those purposes, viz: of relief and sunnortto Brothers, their widows and orphans.
"^

iJ^r*"'"' *"
^''r ^'"f"^

^•^"'^ J^^^g^' ''o^^''^ year ending June 30184.0, show a gain ofmembera by initiation, in one year: of ^2 862 Thprevenue amounted to $449,194. The ihole nu2r o? cSbuul^members was near 100,000, Relief had been extended t^eSBroth?e 8 and 476 w.dowed families. The total amount paid for r^Hef dir nethat year, was $124,669, to which we may add 9 Grand LoTes wh c

h

faded to make report of relief extended, and doubtless showCar wohundred thousand dollars expended for the benefit of the sSbSJthe support of the Widows and Orphans of our beloved o2r
son V' w^^ '^ ''"' *^""^' T '.^""^'^^ broad-cast to every wanting per-

men ThZ "V^'^V "^'
^f'"'^' T^^^ ^iven as freely as those of any othermen. The Lodge funds bemg held sacred to the Order, we must have thepnvilege of preserving them exclusively fcr the Order Wc must have

cnmTeZ'tharrf
'"^"

"r''^'^^
^'"^" "'" ^^'^"'^ appropriatell,^eentitled to that privilege. In protection to Brothers-to widows and or-phans, our .nst.tut.on is eminently distinguished. See ye the lone orphanfor whom no mother's bosom throbs in soft sympathy !

'*'"^°'^P"»'''

^Sec ye the widow forced in age for bread.
To stnp tlie brook, wifii mantling cresses spread

:

To pick the winter's faggot from the thorn,
1 hen seek some nighUy shade and weep till morn."

These are the objects of the Odd-Fellow's tender regard. Perhapsthere is no association of men that can with more truth say :-«Whe'he ear heard tne, then it blessed me, and when the eye saw me, it gavewitness to me, because I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatheriessand h.m that had none to help him. The blessing of him that was Syto perish came upon me, and I caused the vtidovv's heart to sing forWI was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a father tothepoor, and the cause which I knew not, I searched out."
Hut It is often alleged that ours is a secret society, and that the secrecv

^^IZiV """""'^ '''''''^'^ ^^'^h the benevolence it profc se We.emark that ours is not a secret society. Is that a secret society, whoseprinciples are spread out all bare and beautiful before the worij^who^membe,^ are publicly known as members-whose laws, plac^of meet-ings, and practices are understood by the whole community. No • That
.8 a secret association whose plans, purposes, places of meeting and mem-bership, are all concealed-who keep banded together like robbers andassassins, unknown to others. The Carbonari of Italy, or the band' n-

fes °L?ST' '7r" T'^
'''H' '

'^''^ ""^y •'^ ^^^^^ secret sec".

^ZL '
?"'"' ^'^^°"Sh we observe the principle of secrecy. The

nroSltP?"^!^
'' "°^ r"""'" *° Odd-Fellowship. We use Ufor iff!

one to r^n:! Tr"""" r">"'
'"^'"^7 '' '""^^ ^° ^^ «" «?«» ^<^'^'^ ^o^ everyone to read. Ifour Lodges were thus open, we might expect hat everV

WntZ ^"VT l-u'
^'' *" Powei^of locomotion, wo^ld Sones7

y live on our funds, till none would be left for the sick nnrl H;«t«.«co-i
tnc wndovv and the orphan among ourselves.
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