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HHcml, less from (nxl than those which h(-K)ii^r t,, the (lomnin
of the spiiitu.il. Thn)u<,'hout the history of the Chmrh
Huch views liuvo riTeivcd imictit-al expression in various forms
of asceticism, in recluses, coenobites, Hagclhmts, " eremites
in cell," and orders wliich in some epoclis and countries have
embraced an immense portion of the Christian popidation.
The Influence of such vi.-ws is still i)()W(>rfully though nu)re

imi)erceptibly felt. 'I'he gambols of childhood, the recrea-
tions of young and old, the pleasures of society, the study of
the Arts and Sciences would now be denounced by i'vw as

irreligious
; but how many still regard them with suspicion,

considering them as weaknesses that they must tolerate, in-

stead of acknowledging thi'm as good gifts of (iod, or as

duties that mc owe to Ilim ! Hence their feeling that thev
cannot enter into sudi a sphere without hurt to the soul anil

the great weakening of piety ; henc(> the continual restraint

that is upon them so unworthy of those who are born unto
liberty and who ought to look upon everything in heaven
above and earth beneath. In the family, the state, and all the
work of ordinary life, with the grateful thought "all are
ours," for our " Father made them all." To take an in-

stance
: if we heard a number of little children singing

hynnis, or repeating scriptural lessons, we would be delighted,

and if they engaged In such religious exercises heartily would
be i)ersuaded that God accepted them, and that the sight

must be pleasant to angels as to us. But I hvUvw that

there are Christians who Mould regard with verv different

feelings the same children keeping holiday ui the fields, full

of fun and happiness, skipping like hnubs in the mead, and
bursting Into shouts of delight and Irrepressible catches of
song. 1 fear that there are some who Mould look upon such
a sight with little sympathy, M-ould let their heads shake and
their countenances darken,

—

mIio, M-hile admitting that there


