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THE PYRAMIDS.
9

have been already mentioned in connection with the ruins of
Thebes.

Over sixty i.yramids are still in fair preservation. Of these, the
greater pyramids of Gizeh, three in number, are the most won-
derful. The largest of the three covers thirteen acres of ground-
hvice the area of the largest building in the world, St. Peter's at
Rome-and i. 480 feet high.* It contains two tomb chambers for
the stone coffins of the king and queen. The king who built this
pyrannd was named Chufuf-a name transformed by the Greek
Herodotus, who visited Egypt in the 5th century b. c. and de-
scribed the pyramids, into Cheops-J The pyramid of Chafra
(Chephren, m Herodotus) is 447 feet high; of Mei.kera (Myker-
inus), 218 feet high. The entrances to the galleries which lead
to the tomb chambers were originally closed by enormous blocks
01 stone.

to tteMfhVh""'^','",'?"'"™'
"'''''' '"""'"'"^ '*•" construction of thoBO tombs was analogous
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Tlie.r moral law contained many distinctions of great refinement Theirworelnp of an.mal. became, an.ong the lower orders in the times of decay, a degrading Woatry
:
but it first originated in the pictorial symbolism by which the forms ofanimarvere ttito indicate the attribntes of various divinities, and .0 were connected with them. It probably

Trl. \"r"r "'"T':' " """"''' '"^ ""*""' "'^' ^'^'^'^ «'^°^« '« """ »»>« killing of^ar ous kinds of animajs for food, by making them sacred. In the submissive nature of thebrute creation, accomplishing its work without repining, obedient to the natural instinct of

hehM pursur'""
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forrs'oSr.rr'°^,"r
'"''''''''•' '" f-™. "« deities bemg personifications of thelorces of nature, the Sun-god, Ra, at the head.
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'"'''""" '•' 'he colossal rock-hewn Sphinx, a5 feet inhe.ght and M2 eet m length, .ncluding the extended paws. It consists of a lion's body with

i n s'JmbT V r 'T'":'
""""'' """^ """^ ^P^'^'"'' '"•^"-' - combination. thfCnan symbol of divnnty. Between the paws is a small temple 18 feet high On its wall an.nscription records that Chafra restored the Sphinx, leaving tis to assume an unLown authorand an earlier date for this wonder of the world.

uuKnown author

+ Soft "ch" in Egyptian.

t Pronounced, as always in Greek, liard " ch."


