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them to txpomid the (Uric inytl«ri« and Myings of the

pn^heta and RoTtlationa,' anid the 9th of the Komaiu.
whioh I bcliere oontaiiu aome of thoee many thiflla which,

in Panl'e epiatlea, Peter laHh, were " hard to M under-

•tood ;** I my none ate more forward to dig in theee minea

than thoee that ean hardJy gire a eound reason ftn* the flrel

prineipka of religion j.and euoh as art ignorant of many
mora wtighty thhigt that are easily to be seen in the fMS
and soperfioies of the 8(^pture ; nothing wiU aenre theiie

but swimming in tha deeps^ when they have noi yet learned

to wade through the shallows of the Soriptoiea : like the

Qnoatioks of old, who thought they knew all things, though
they knew nothing as they ought to know. And as those

Qnostioks did of old, so do such teachers of late break the

unity and peace of ohurchee.

How needfU then ia it, that if we deaire the peace of

ohurehesi that we choose out men of knowledge, who may
be able to keep them Irasn being shattered and scattered

witk every wind of dootrine : and who may be able to con-

vince and stop the months of gainsayert.

(S.) You must not only ehoaae mea of counsel, but if

you would dflrign the unity and peace of the churohea, you
muaiohooae men of couxtfe ifo govern them ; for as there

must be wisdom to bear with some, so there must be courage

to comet otheit : as some must be Instructed meekly, so

othsivai^iit be rebuked ahirply; that they Httf be sound

in tha &tth ; there ttiuak be wisd<mt to rebun some with

loog-snfiering, and there must be courage to suppress and
tUxp the mouths of others. The apostle teUs Titus of some
whose months must be stopped, * daa they would subvert

whole houses, Titus i. 11. Ifhun thia courage hath been

wanjUng:, not only iHiole honass, but whole churehes have
been ^bverted. And Pftul telle the Qalatians^ that when
ha saw BOM endeavour to bring the churehea into hondlige,

that ha.did noi give place to them, no not for aa hour, 8u.,

QaL ii. 6, If thia couma had been t4ken by the mlera of
churohea, their peace had not been so often iavaded by
unruly atid vain tallcen.
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