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ally, it has no direct effect on his 
moral character. Ilis morals are 
primarily the result of his environ­
ment. Indirectly, as we shall present­
ly see, heredity is often a very import­
ant factor. Inherited mental and 
physical characteristics often deter­
mine the extent to which a person is 
affected by environmental influences, 
good or bad. Hut morals are not 
themselves inherited. A child comes 
into the world neither moral nor im­
moral but simply unmoral. Right 
living is something that must be ac­
quired. The idea that babies are born 
as criminals, once popular, has been 
found to be false. It is as impossible 
that a child can be born a criminal as 
that it can be born with a knowledge 
of the Greek language. That a crim­
inal could be recognized by certain 
physical characteristics or stigmata 
was at one time a common opinion. 
That is not true. These indications 
point, not to criminality, but to defec­
tive mentality. A person of abnor­
mal mentality is not necessarily a 
criminal but he is much more likely 
to become one than a person of aver­
age intelligence, because in the first 
place he has not sufficient intelligence 
to apprehend that happiness depends 
upon well doing and, secondly, he has 
not sufficient power of self-control to 
enable him steadily to pursue an adop­
ted course of action. Epilepsy is 
often accompanied by anti-social ten­
dencies which frequently occasion the 
most revolting crimes. Low or ab­
normal mentality, feeble-mindedness 
and epilepsy are all hereditary and 
when these conditions are accom­
panied by crime the only effective 
remedy is usually permanent institu­
tional care. These cases are the des­
pair of the Juvenile Court, and while 
the percentage of them among first 
offenders is small, they account for a 
much larger proportion of the re­
peaters.

In the case of a certain number of 
children, delinquency is due to phy­
sical defect. Adenoid growth or eye

strain or earache robs a child ol 
nervous force which is required for 
carrying on i lie ordinary functions of 
the body and an abnormal condition 
is brought about which results in ex 
treme irritability, lack of self-control 
and consequent delinquency. We had 
a boy in Ottawa who could not be 
kept from stealing, lie had a crooked 
neck due to a slight spinal curvature. 
We straightened his neck and lie 
stopped the thieving. A straight neck 
kept him straight. 11c is now fairly 
launched on a useful and honest 
career.

Apart from these abnormal cases, 
which do not together account for 
more than from five to ten per cent, 
of first offenders, the child delin­
quents are ordinary normal children 
and their unfortunate moral condition 
is attributable to environment. They 
are just what your children or my 
children would be if similarly situ­
ated. And it is from these as well as 
from the abnormal that our criminal 
population is being constantly re­
cruited. What, then, are we doing to 
stop this criminal stream at its 
source? What are we doing to save 
these children ? Until a bare quarter 
of a century ago we were treating 
such children in the same way as 
adult criminals. The law prescribed 
punishment ; punishment was not a 
remedy: and from generation to gen­
eration the making of criminals rather 
than the prevention of crime was the 
result. The last twenty years, how­
ever, witnessed a most remarkable 
change. The evolution and gradual 
spread of the Juvenile Court and the 
Probation System for Children have 
proved the validity of their underly­
ing idea.

The Juvenile Court is far more 
than a separate court for children. It 
has a spirit and a view-point and 
methods the very opposite of those of 
the Criminal Court. The chief char­
acteristics of the Court are, first, its 
realization of the great value of the 
child both for its own sake and for


