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into an ini|iiii'(' >liitv liiiustonc, (li|i|iin.:: south iin^lf II , i'ro|is out;

and on the ('oiii>f of the rivrr iIon^ nwiinl- at ahont a ini\v ami a hall'

ticlou tlif stt'ii'lv. -Iiohl; liamls ol lilni>h i;i> ;, liinotonc strik*'

urross the riser. 'rhi> is >iic( ectlnl at intefwils l.v liiui.-h <j:>'*'\

slate, lint at tlie lower I'ail.-. aliont luo miles I'loir ijie jiiik tion u itii

the main H\|iloits {{iver, the slate- are interstralilied with lie(l> ol'

(liorite and lieic a->nnie a hard llini iiatni'e a|i|iroaehiii,u I'eldsitiV'.

'I'liese apiin are nnderlaid h_\ line ron;rloinerate.> and .-antlstones in

Miassi\e lied-. Seveial lar;:e Iioulders of a \er_v coarse eonitlonier-

ate, not ,-ecn in |i!aie. are strewn alontr tlu hed of the river. Thes-

aji|)eared to he verv sindlar to a eoar-e i (in;:liimerate seen o ihe

shores of liie iSay of Kxploits. The.-e >lates and associated lime-

stones, sand-toni'-, etc.. are dearly of one i,'eo|oi.deal horizon, and
corres|iond so clo.-ely in litliolo-ii al -haracter with those of the

lv\|)loits \alley |>ro|icr, that there is little donl.t of their heiu;,'

identical. The alisenct' of or^anii remain- anywiiere ainnn;.'st the

ro<ks seen this >eason renders it dill'icult to estalijish their exact

ai:-e, Imt there are uood j;roiinds for assnniin;^- the ahoM' sn|»|)osiiioi!

to he correct.

The few fossils foMiid at the month of the Kxploits on a form-

er occasion, and the ,i;fa|itolites disco\ered in tiie Mack shales ol"

liittle l.'ed Indian Kail on the Main l,'i\er, (drajitolithiis \anios-
us). were referred by Mr. r.iiliii->. late I'aia'ontolooist of the Can-
adian (ienloiiical .Siii-\cy, to indicate an liori/iin ei|iii\alcnt to liie

I'tica .'^late and lindMin Ifivei' divi.-ions i>\' the Trenton .-erics, at

the top of the Lower Sdiirian formation, now known as the ('am-
liro-Silnrian. Further in\e,-ti-ation (d' tiii- region is likely to

result in the disco\ci\ of oth -r and hetlcr delined fos-iis. whicii

Will jilace the horizon lieyoud doul.t. and prolialily. also lead to the
di-;cuvcry of other and hi-licr measures, c(»rres|)ondin:i- to the mid-
dle ,'Niluiian rocks of Xew World island, and other parts of tho
-.cat r>ay of Xotre Dame. The important hearing' which the de-
liiiiny- of these i;col(.ui,.ai prolilem> has upon the suliject (d' the .-oils

alone, may l,e -athcrcd fmni the fa.-t, that, nearly all tho hest

auriculiural tract- of the I'ppcr ,^t. I.awrenie. and Lower Can-
adian provinces, are underlaid hy the .-elf-am(> .-cries of formations,

the disintegration of whicii. ha- yielded the rich -oils for which
they are proverI)ial.


