
VARIETIES.

TliiTf i-i lit pro>oiit i*od of II (Ti""'"' Mi'iiilxr i>f xi-cnlloil viiriotit's oUcnd t'i>r .^nli^

ill CiiiiikIii. Miitiy of tlii'w art' iinirtiriilly tin- siiiiii' vurictios uiidtT ditTiTciit iiiinii'>.

liiit, fvi'ii iifliT iilliiwiii); for u liifK't iluiilicatioii, there are still lietwivii forty uiiii tiflv

ilistiiiet viirii'ties to clioose from, ijoiitrhly, these may he );roii|N'(l into seven ehis*'-.

viz.: Yellow (ilohe. Red (llohe, Yelhiw Tiiiikartl. Ue<l Tiilikard, Yellow Iiitennediale.

I.oiifr Ueil. iiiiii the viiriouH tyiH-s of Iliilf-sunnr maiitrels. Of these latter the miijorily

are either iiilcTmeiiiate or lonif. und vary in eoloiir from white to intermediate helw n

white and nil, and white and yellow.

A rdiiiK to the variety tests eondiu-tid amiuallly l>y the nominioii Fv\|H.rinioiitiil

Farms, the most protitahle varieties are found amoiiR the llalf-sut'ar. Yellow Inter

mediate, and lionir Heil elasses, the three heaviest yieldin;r varieties heint' (iiant Half

Siifiar Whiti'. (iiant Yellow Intermediate, and (late Post. Either of these vnrietips

may he de|ieniled upon to jiroduee n satisfaeton- erop in ahy section of Canada where

nmnu'il ^rowi'itf i"" I'rofitable.

OBOWINO AND HANDLING OF SEED ROOTS.

The nian(;cl is a hieiinial plant-aiid reipiires two years to eompletp its !ifo eyele.

The first yj'ar the miui»rel itself is formed, and the geeond year tlii« nmnpol thrown

out seed stalks wliii'h hear the seed. The seed jTTOwer must, therefore, prow the roots.

Iiirvesf them in the fall, store them throupliout the winter and plant them nprain the

lollowiiip sprinp in order to )>rocure a erojt of seed.

Selection of Seed Roots.—When ehoosinp mots to he used for seed produc'tion

the following year, a very eloso seleetioi\ is advisahle. All roots selected shoidd 1»^

]H>rfeetly sound, free from diseases, and conform as nearly as iKissihle to the ideal

type of the variety. They .should be uniform in colour, size, shape and peneral ehnr-

iieter of top. Proiipy roots should he avoided.

Seed (jrown from roots selivted, as outlined bIkivc, is much more likely to produce

roots of a uniformly pood tyjio, than seed prown from the peneral run of roots. I'urity

of the variety sliovdd iilw ys he maintained and hy cnrcful selection the prowor rnii

not only maintain the jmrity hut also improve the variety.

For si:rd, full grown or medium sized roots, perfect in all respeets, should h"

xelecled. Abnormally lurpe roots should not ho selected. They are rarely i>erfe<a!.\

sound, are difficult to store aiid ket>ii, a id do not produce, a larper (piantity, nor better

quality of seed than normal .siieeimens of tile variety.

Where seed prowinp is carried out on a commercial basis, the st-ed is penerally

produced from so-called rootlinp.s, i.e., roots whicli, on account of late seeding, have,

at the end of the prowinp season, reached the thickness of a finger. Althouph advaii-

tapeous, seed raisinp from rootlings cannot at present he penerally recommended. The

chief reason for this is that the rootlinps do not exhibit the characters of x.xe variety

clearly enouph, and as a eoiise<iuenee there is a danger of choosiiip roots, for seed

raising, which in some particular lack in uniformity.

Harvesting Seed Roots.—^Vhpll harvesting seed roots, rough handling should be

avoided. Roots that are badly bruised or broken are very likely to rot, and the rottiiifr

roots may iiife<'t the sound ones, lessening their vitality and reducing their seed-pro-

ducing capacity. The roots should be care'iilly pulled, leaving_ intact as. many of tin-

fibrous roots as jiossible. The top should i carefully trimmed off with a knife, bet

not 80 closi< as to injure the crown. Twisting off the top will often seriously injuro

the crown, and roots thus damaged will not send out sntisfaetory seed stalks.

Storing of Seed Roots.— Se<^d roots should be stored during winter in such a

manner as to insure a maxinium vitality at the time of planting the following spring.

Excessive (evaporation or growth, that would not seriously damage the roots for feed-

ing purposes, will lessen their vitality !ind should be guarded against. Mangels for

seed raising should, therefore, be keiit at a temperature that is high enough to prevent

freezing and yet low enough to prevent growth. A temperature of from S'i to !!'<

degrees F. will be found satisfactory. A well constructed id properly ventilated
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