
German Travel Notes

site of Gutenberg’s house to see. The Grand Ducal 
Palace once sheltered Napoleon the First, as did 
many another palace in Germany. The present 
Grand Duke prefers his palace in Darmstadt, the 
Neue Palais (built by Queen Victoria for Princess 
Alice), and comes little to the ancient city of bygone 
Electors,

We have fallen into German ways—alarming 
thought !—and become unquestionably alive to the 
virtues of cafés and Restaurations as a wind-up to a 
day’s expedition. At Mainz we discovered a café 
close to the theatre, and sipped coffee and ate 
Streuselkuchen out of doors in the shadow of the 
cathedral and Gutenberg’s statue. A pleasant-faced 
Gretchen brought us miniature Mont Blancs of 
whipped cream on small glass plates, and loitered 
near us ostensibly rearranging a table, but in reality 
studying our gowns and hats. Before we paid our 
Rechnung, the Haushâlterin and Frau Ritterguts- 
besitzer turned up hot and rather cross, having 
spent their time since we parted in futile attempts 
to match Schleswig-Holstein ribbons with those of 
the sunny Rhineland.
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