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JUST GOOD :
COMMON. '
SENSE

"lyl, ‘has mt boon roeo!vod from
London. There is a certain breezi-
ness -in, it and m ‘enthusfasm that
will _he ~
ndiana

m his statements
% m’ about to ex-
plore another v region of the
Canadian fastnesses o tﬁs north. It |
is quite redolent of thp“ old-time pio-
neer spirit; he. i8 out to corquer or
be nqu ed. One oéin almost hear
.\ ath or minster Ab-

boy And he mml to have ‘quite

made up his mind at 1f he s left
to do his work A1 his own ‘way, and
without the pfn-pricking of the 'party
politicians, it\ will be “Westminster |
Abbey.” It 18 dmcuit t0 imagine his
allowing any att on the part of
voliticians. to. iuh wmi him; it
is not difficuit, to pll ze what will
happen if they o, It \will be *“so
much the worse fd¢ the coo.” at, :
at least, is the imj jon one gath- |
rers from the interview referrsd to.

It will be interesting to note the at-
titude taken by the Hon. Mackenzie
King on the nﬂny questfon. It is

true that he . the definite
promise that e 1 be no po-
'litical interférence.- Yut one cannot

forget what lpmod to promises
made during tbe election eampaign;
they, -after the election, were not to |

be taken too seriously. The question

is, will Mr, King look on promises |

 made belord the appointment oF SIr'

nry in the ume manner,

Sir Henry Thornton sayg t
task is of a fourfold chanc He
will have to weld the e uystem
Into an entity, he will#iave to se- '
cure competent men and suitable of-
ficers, he will have to prevent the
system from being a financial bu 3
den_en the Dominion, and he,
have to make it the means of devel-
')t:m‘ the country more rapidly. It is

t his

be sincerely hoped that he: will
'Succeed in that task. To do so, how-
ever, he must be permitted to work|
;on his own lines. By such means
‘only will the mational lylthm have
that “fair deal” that has been prom-
ised for it: From the viewpoint of
8ir Henry, the laat object is the most

important, t.haugh most people would ||
have considered that the first was
pre-eminent, as the last three of his |
aims are dependent upon the first. It
vas fhat on which Mr. Meighen laid
special stress, '

When He refers to the need for
competent and suitable officers, Sir
Henry states that he did not mean|
that such an ohject would necessar-|
ily ‘involve the yemovai of present

1ders of positions, but, he says, and

rightly, that “o , in this and
lny other business, an on‘o who ean-'||
not pull his weight in the boat must
give way to some one who can; but
every man will have a fair run for
his money.” Then he pays (8 Just|
 tribute to the work that ‘has nlready
been carried out under the most if-
ficult and troublous clrecumstances.:
“I have only admiration for what the
officers of the warlous component
parts of the C.N;P have done,” he
declares.

mum "At ﬁ ddve!w M eonntry
’ more rapidly,” he says, “we s

duce the deficits. Success of
| ways depends upon the &
| cess of the country, and the i

of the country depends on the ef
'Jency of the rallways. That has

 the History of every. somm-y It xn,l
50 in the ‘States; it 1s
“South Africa. ‘You have to bm; uw
country to traffic by th |

bushel of wheat, Jp D¢
_can’t get it to pa
able cost:- 18portal
-of conveying a’ oﬂm i
person who has it to the person ;i
[wanu it” He further qﬁmm m
' there must be an anceurugmt
 immigration of the right sort—“mi
'vou, of the right sort” And then
| he goes on to poiy to the necessity
of extending and develooing the
oresent system. “There will have to
be construction of branch lines and
feeders wherever conditions justlfy J
{he declares. That -statement-
enough to make the Hon, Mr. Crerq,r
open his eyeg widely in astonishment.
He would have had many of the feed-
#rs of the main lines torn up. Sir
Henry says, no. He goes on to say,
in effect: Provide the lines and “in-
| duce people to éxpand their efforts
5 and increase production.” That is en-
' tirely a different thing from what Mr.
Crerar hag said concerning the elim-
fnation of the rallway deficits and
the successful aperation of the roads.
Labor will also note with intepest
what Sir Henry has to say In regard
to the Interests of the employees of
the Natfonal lines. !n this heé also
|shows a sure business acumen, and
strong commonunﬂe .His policy. ke
declares; was to g!vo %erv indiyidual
wages on” which he could bring up his
family fn  comfort and decéncy.
“Otherwise,” he remarked. “you are
creating unrest and fnefficiency, and
producing an oncoming generation of.
Bolshevists, Then there must be
scrupulgus honestv n dealing with
the~xmen who work for the rallway' |
Further, there must be a quick]|
adjustmant dt co!nplnints It's easy
'to deal with any labor quest{oms if
you get them while they’re plastic.
Tt yon wait till it is a festering sore. J
!t es and is exceedingly aiffi-
“to deal with, With that ¥ind of |
trequnent I have mever found men
'of pny\coum; uﬂrsnom;mg" :
There {5 a sound business-lke r!m; ‘
in the' -m’;nQen:u made. hy Sir
' Henry Thornton, which will but ad
3&0 the already streng feeling of gon- |
'fidence expressed 't hout  the
country in himself an his work. It
vmxk! be air to him to expect an,
kﬂment of the promise'
out by s appointment.-He will
;/h to be ziven time to bring, his
k to fr “tion, and he will have to
ha ven a free hand Only thun will
ho be succeus!ul ‘

PUBLIC ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA




