
How to build a better student government I
Q-or constructive from hap­

pening in the YFS offices, 
papers, and created a new level of This leads right back 
student government: the faculty to item 1, the volunteer 
council.
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■oSrJÆTLT college councils, the faculty
councils andthe YFS are all 
clawing at the same chunks ZVZTXZ

and the YFS (not to mention a heap of and when they get to those , - , more meaningful system students who sign up to volunteer
clubs and services) are all clawing at higher positions they will OJ WCUTH flesh. of student government, every year should be given something ^
the same chunks of warm flesh. have real experience and °S stud®ntshaveamuch to do- Each of them should be o_

Most impartial observers will tell ^ocumbers°me administrative jobs a few token student positions on faculty (whkhrepTeseShdr voca' ^ co^Uee" StodentT w^tTget

you the faculty councils are the so- ” a°" boardsand committees, and that’s it. tion) than to their college (which rep- involved - and they should be given ~
lution. They make sense. They repre- ___ The YFS ,s really little more than a resents very little). The faculty coun- real hands-on power in return. =
sent students where they need it and „^db^fte^omr'5 * f,°“P’ rePresenting ^e cils will be able to help out students They should organize a YFS In- I 
theydon tencourage redundancy and of StudemAffaklfbîamh ofîhe ^ ^ const,tuency- where they need it. terns’ Society-a volunteers’ union. 5

university administration oi.r r^i tl • l, This step should begin immedi- which should be officially recognized. :5
One problem, though: student tu- student government Thevhaveleeal e,9^'P0,nJ program tO ately, since it will take time to get Decisions made by the Society should "5

ition money (in the form of a $28.50 authorityoverallstudentmattersfihev destroy the YFS* (and replace thmgs rolling on the faculty council carry real weight with the YFS coun- 2
tuition levy) still goes to the college Can override any YFS action) and it With Something better) CVelf Th^.$2^f° !evy sh°uld be cil andexecutive. These are the people 
councils. Some of the faculty councils they run most of the ‘services’ which transferred to a faculty pool, where who will change the YFS from a club
have managed loge, srmll levies, bu, s,udem governments provide a, cher U Fordfy the (.celt, coundls with “ “P TTt"81° “f in'° “ lns,i,“llon
they really should be taking over the schools: housing, foreign sludents, college dollars A strange place to ,T md n“ds of Ule facul’ «) Move Into the Office of Student
budgets of the soon-to-be-obsolete and, especially, complaints. start, but a good place. Right now Wp aIrMHv h , „ Affairs. You know the office. It’s in
collegecoonc,Is. Delerattî sutd», government eve,, student givi $28.50 ,0 Iheir ,p7 cen,nl s<Iu*re "'S »l«* you go if

The YFS needs die faculty coun- atYorkisreallyabitofajoke asmost college. , , . the Faculty ot Education Stu- you’ve got complaints, if you want
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surprised. This yeaf, the biggest chunk It has no role in the operations of the lessly at war with the YFS and each 21 Flwt VPS,, . n ., , be operated by a democratically-run 
of,heirtime was spent managing the university, and it isnT mentioned In odrer! and ly don’t do mu^dïm Uhl,veh«^d^!^,7 f Z' TT A\““y ^ ”
Blue Cross health insurance plan, any of the acts or regulations which selves). Third it creates an imhal Thf« o™! Î F*8* eVeL awkward appendage of the university
Probably the second biggest was spent govern this place. York’s two central ance(the vast majority of this mnnev hls 8®es hand-in-hand with the pre- administration — one which should 
helping college councilsout with their governing bodies the Senate and ends un in the hanrie f h ^ ictus step. By getting the colleges out be lanced (but we have to make sure
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and they both prevented anything new please, and, hey usually do. Them « lion. Commuter stufen'ge'tTn^

government reps and the YFS execu­
tive will feel and act more like they’re 7) Invent the YFS. Right now it’s a 
part of the same organization — be- bit of a chimera. It isn’t a part of the 
cause they’ll be representing exactly university in any sense: just try to find 
the same students. They’ll still argue it in the books.
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silly infighting.
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and disagree and that’s important Here’s what we need to do: re- 
but the debate will be predicated open the York University Act, the 

on common goals. They’ll actually Ontario law which defines York as an
want to do work together instead of institution, and re-draft it to include 
sneering at each other from across the student government. While we’re at

it we can do some work on the Board 
3) Turn the councillors into work- of Governors, that little feudal instru- 
ers. Right now all they do is attend ment of totalitarian power at the heart 
infrequent meetings (or not). If we of the university. In fact,
want to get things going, we’ll have to combine the two: include a clause 
put them to work. They should chair which says that Board of Governors 
committees, work with theexecutive, decisions can’t pass until they’ve been
put in office hours and organize vol- ratified by the student government 
unteers. (the opposite is true right now):** *

This will take some work: the Old

room.

May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan.
✓1 Michelle Huoes Pi«sid«ni ✓ ✓ Z we can
✓2 ZiodHofeZ VP Siam ✓ z
✓3 EliSSO Hotacioft VP taurin, l Sand Affnirv

4 Nikki Gershboin VPlnumd
Z ✓ ✓

✓ Z ✓ ✓
✓5 Rob Canto YPhtwnd z z For some incentive, councillor 

positions should come with a $1000 Boys who run York will squirm and 
honourarium. The YFS can easily holler. But, as a fight for democratic 
budget for this — especially if they principles, it will get lots of public 
account for the money they’ll save attention, and it’s just the sort of un- 
with the extra office help. derdog-supporting issue that NDP

The council will operate more like governments are supposed to love, 
the house of commons: individual Aren’t they? 
members will compete for juicy com­
mittee positions and inner-circle con- 8) Reorganize everything. So 
nections. People will actually climb we’ve got a student government which
over each other to do work! This will has a real role, a real identity, real 
be a refreshing change from the cur- power, a whole bunch of people 
rent lugubrious scene in the council working for it and, not doubt, 
chamber.
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Z zz11 Sheldon Bergson Seihum z z z
12 Elan Thornes itthun. nowzz13 Dionne Porton Column z
14 Mott Clarke Vmw z z15 Tim Anderson Mriaghhi a very

high visibility both on and off campus.
And the YFS can write a firm job We can’t even predict how this

description for councillors — a mini- step will look. The inner workings of 
mum-necessary-work contract. Vot- the YFS will become fluid and laby-

will know who’s been naughty rinthine. Executive positions and or- 
and who s been nice when it comes ganizational structures will be rede­
time to stuff the ballot box every year. fined; the constitution will be rewrit-

z z zz16 Andrew Feldstein OmpoA Z zz17 Glen Johnson (hqnod. Z zz18 Nick Adetj-Bostine Atkinson Z z z ers
Z19 Allen MocDonold Foundur

20 Douo Souilliere Aifansm
21 Cossondto Doulis Vawic"

Z zz z ten ; and the cou neil meetings—those 
4) Set up a system of hard-working tedious, interminable council meet- 
committees. In any reasonable gov- ings — will take on a whole new life, 
emment, this is where the work gets They will become a spectator sport, 
done. In the present YFS, there’s only better than Hockey Night in Canada, 
one important committee: the execu- And the best part: everyone will be
live. Weneedsomethingforthecoun- talking about it. It will affect every 
cillors, volunteers and executives to student’s life. It will be every student’s
work on together, so let’s do some doorway into the university. It will be
restructuring. the thing that holds us together on this

At the centre of the operation dismal little strip of greybelt tundra, 
should be a Priorities and Planning It will be the subject of heated battles 
committee. This is where the big and potent politicking, 
schemes will be hatched. Then we can

22 Susie Ronolli ksa- z z
23 Jim Boll MduunUii

24 Bteonne Munro Foundm
zzz25 Geofoa Sflnohflm MrimnMtr

26 Brod Abrohms nwmtn z
* fttiAty of fixotion Stadmt AtsocMan 
** Imptoditd and/or Quit
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It will be areal student government 
have committees for each of functions for York. And all it needs is somebody 
the YFS performs (a social events to give it a kick-start.


