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Issues
veryone was well aware of the pitfalls before the 
election was called. The media hoped beyond reaso­
nable expectation that this might be an issue-oriented 
campaign in which Canadians would have real choi­

ces outlined clearly before them. Instead the media became 
complacent in turning this election into one of image and 
electoral strategy. Policy statements seldom dominated the 
front pages, while polls grabbed the spotlight, turning the 
election into a kind of political stock market. Publics were 
supposed to jump on or off a party’s bandwagon accord­
ing to how their performances stacked up.

The heated exchanges between the 
parties involved issues that seldom 
touched the welfare of the average 
Canadian. Although the patronage 
appointments that kicked off the 
campaign put an ugly pallor over 
the Turner effort, the staie debate 
that followed offered little or no 
hope for Canadians with more press­
ing concerns, such as high interest 
rates, and unemployment.

The leaders questioned each oth­
er’s integrity frequently. Turner 
called Mulroney a “let's pretend Lib­
eral." Mulroney constantly linked 
Turner to the Liberal's recent 
unpopular past. Ed Broadbent called 
the other two “the Bobbsey twins of 
Bay Street.”

Petty name calling filled in the 
void left by a lack of serious differen-
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ces in policy. The v want to reduce 
the deficit, although none are outlin­
ing how. They all want tax reform. 
They all want to beef up Canada's 
conventional armed forces. They all 
want to retain social services. They 
all are respecting the principles of the 
national energy programme. They all 
want to reduce unemployment, but 
again none are saying how. They all 
support the aspirations of the 
women’s movement..

In a rush to the political centre the 
three major political parties have 
created a kind of political totalitar­
ianism with democratic structure.

The Gazelle looks at some of the 
issues that have lurked around the 
peripheries of this election and exam­
ines what differences we could find in 
the platforms of the three major 
parties.______________ ___________

supporting among other things a 
freeze on the testing and develop­
ment of nuclear weapons, including 
the controversial cruise missile testing 
in Alberta. The party points to other 
nations that oppose NATO policies 
by refusing the cruise, saying if Can­
ada is serious about stopping the 
arms race, it should do the same.

Both the Liberal and PC parties 
hoped to show their concern for 
world peace by strongly endorsing 
former Prime Minister Pierre Tru­
deau's peace initiative. Liberal 
Leader John Turner said he will con­
tinue Trudeau’s efforts to bring 
leaders of nuclear powers together to 
discuss the issue. Turner wrote to 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan and 
Soviet President Konstantin Cher­
nenko during the campaign, and also 
appointed a new Canadian Ambas­
sador for Disarmament. Aug. 17.

The Progressive Conservatives 
have said very little about a nuclear 
weapons freeze. Although former 
leader Joe Clark reported in late July 
on his findings from a cross-Canada 
commission into the nuclear arms 
issue —launched at the peak of Tru­
deau's peace initiative Tory Leader 
Brian Mulroney has not released it.

PC External Affairs critic Flora 
MacDonald made an extremely cau­
tious statement Aug. 16 in support of 
a freeze, “provided it doesn’t lock in 
nuclear superiority on either side.” 
Mulroney supports the cruise testing, 
and views any move to stop it as a 
unilateral disarmament action.

The most fun over the freeze issue 
has been in the Liberal camp, when 
party president Iona Campagnolo 
departed from government policy 
Aug. 8 to support a nuclear weapons 
freeze and no cruise missile testing. 
Six Liberal candidates quickly fol­
lowed her lead, including former aide 
to Trudeau, Jim Coutts. Finally, on 
Aug. 24, Turner admitted to endors­
ing the freeze “personally,” but 
explained as Prime Minister he had 
no choice but to stand behind Cana­
da’s allies in developing the cruise 
missile.

Meanwhile, the Progressive Con­
servatives have attacked the Liberals 
for neglecting Canada’s Armed For­
ces, pledging to increase the force 
size by 8,000 and return distinctive 
uniforms to the three divisions. 
While Mulroney did not announce 
the cost for this. Turner estimated a 
$580 million price tag.

The Liberals oppose a return to 
the three uniforms, away from the 
current unified green uniform, saying 
the money would be better spent on 
tools. At the same time, the Turner

Continued on page II

Pushing the peace button
By CATHY MCDONALD The Liberals and the NDP have 

both tried to appeal to peace move­
ment sympathies, with the NDP’s full 
endorsement of the peace move­
ment's election agenda, and the Lib­
erals’ considerable variations on the 
nuclear weapons freeze issue.

The Progressive Conservatives 
tried to downplay the issue, making 
the decrepit state of the Canadian 
Forces their prime defense issue.

The NDP has identified strongly 
with the Canadian peace movement.

11 three parties have been push­
ing the peace button this elec­
tion campaign.

A Gallup poll result released early 
in the campaign made the nuclear 
weapons freeze a prominent election 
issue. Fully 85 per cent of Canadians 
favour a mutual and verifiable 
nuclear weapons freeze, the poll 
showed.
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Coalition continues ad campaign
creation—in the long term it’s going 
to cost us jobs. It’s a sad joke to say 
the government can create jobs,” he 
said.

By RICK JANSON

hile interest groups across 
the country vie for headlines 

this summer’s election, 
there is one group that has 

long been content to buy their way 
into Canadian newspapers.

Since 1967, the National Citi­
zens’ Coalition has been purchasing 
ad space in Canadian newspapers 
to espouse their right wing views of 
“more freedom through less 
government.”

Recently, the 30,000-member 
group defeated the government’s 
Bill C-169 in an Alberta court chal­
lenge. The legislation originally 
placed restrictions on the type of 
advertising a non-political party 
could sponsor during an election. 
The proposed restrictions would 
have meant the cost of advertising 
“directly promoting or opposing a 
candidate or a political party dur­
ing an election” would be subject to 
election expense ceilings. The 
government declined to appeal the 
court’s decision.

On July 19 the NCC ran a full 
page ad in the national edition of 
the Globe and Mail trumpeting 
their victory:

“Federal politicians didn’t want 
you to read this ad... Now that we 
are free to speak out, the Coalition 
would like to tell you about the six 
issues on our Agenda for 
Canadians.”

Based on a Gallup poll the Coa­
lition sponsored in March, the ad 
states that Canadians—and the 
NCC—want Petrocan and other 
crown corporations sold, the fed­
eral government forced by law to 
balance the budget, an end to 
indexed pensions for MB's, private
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“The only way to create jobs is to 

get government off the backs of the 
free enterprise system.”

In the Halifax area politicians dis­
count the impact of the NCC.

“I must admit we haven’t seen too 
much of them,” said Liberal candi­
date Ben Prossin (Halifax West). 
“They haven’t had any impact here 
yet. We haven’t felt any feedback 
from any voter on anything they 
said.”

Prossin says the NCCs “Agenda 
for Canadians” is an unrealistic
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“It’s derived from 19th century 
thinking. It’s a flakey programme,” 
he said. “Extremism in any variety— 
left or right—is unacceptable to 
mainstream Canadians.”

Duncan Has lam, campaign man­
ager for NDP candidate Dennis 
Theman (Halifax West) charges the 
NCC “is a cover for the Conservative 
Party in Canada.”

Somerville denies any connection 
to any party and says the Coalition is 
no longer considered right wing.

“Ten years ago it was right wing,” 
he said. “In the 60’s and early 70’s the 
pendulum swung left. The pendulum 
has come back to us.”

Somerville says that even if Brian 
Mulroney’s Conservatives get elected, 
the Canadian public can still expect 
to see the NCCs ads.

He points out that in Ontario the 
NCC has taken out two ads attack­
ing the Conservative Davis govern­
ment for its purchase of SUNCOR 
(Ontario’s mini-Petrocan) and Davis’ 
stand on the constitution.

“We won’t be letting up on 
government," Somerville promises.
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has changed.
“It’s taken five years to do. We 

could take a lot of the credit for it.”
The Conservatives had problems 

with the issue becaue it wasn’t part of 
a “philosophical pedigree.” “They 
had no reason for selling it," he said.

The NCC wants the crown corpo­
ration sold in order to help reduce 
the federal deficit.

Discussion of “balancing the 
budget is just under the surface,” said 
Somerville. “They’re starting to talk 
more clearly and honestly on the 
issue. I don’t think these guys are 
taking any courageous stands on 
anything. If Turner was being honest 
with Canadians ... he knows we can’t 
keep all these social programmes and 
reduce the deficit at the same time.”

Somerville says the candidates are 
the wrong track with job creation

property rights entrenched in the 
constitution, and curbs on union 
powers.

David Somerville, NCC vice- 
president, says the Coalition is 
encouraged by the response it has 
had so far.

The NCC has found 84 candi­
dates to support their stand against 
fully indexed pensions for MP’s 
and Somerville claims the Conser­
vative party is also endorsing that 
position. He said The Globe and 
Mail recently ran an editorial sup­
porting the idea of selling-off some 
crown corporations and that even 
Liberal Senator Michael Pitfield 
has endorsed the idea of selling 
Petrocan.

Although the government of Joe 
Clark found the selling of Petrocan 
to be an unpopular stance among the 
electorate in 1980, Somerville says programmes, 
the public’s perception of the issue

on
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Six issues
Canadians should make 

Politicians debate:

wm
mm 3?

#3
«

M
B

lif
e

/ A
Sf

ii

/\

. s
 .X

£
X


