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Canadian university students treat thei
national union like Quebeckers treat Confed-
eration. From Victoria to Saint John's, the
National Federation of Canadian University
Students is alternately condemned, praised and
qguestioned. Yet it is the only organization
representative of Canadian university students.

The aims of NFCUS are good — to promote
a better understanding among Canadian stu-
dents, more co-operation and a greater correla-
tion ameng all Canadian Universities, in order
to keep an effective watch over the progress
of student inferests; to make Canadian students
more familiar with their own nation; to formu-
late and carry out a definite policy, providing
a plan of action to benefit the students of
Canada; and to furnish a means of creating in-
ternational ties with groups of students in
other countries.

With secretariat headquarters in the nation’s
capital, NFCUS has an annual budget bordering
on $100,000.00. It's biggest source of revenue
is a national per capita student levy (60c at
Dalhousie), with industry, government, founda-
tions and council grants making up the re-
mainder. And this is the main issue, raised
yearly in campus papers, is NFCUS worth its
cost. The average student asks, especially frosh,
“What does NFCUS do for me?” Very few
question the real need for student unity, only
the worth of the returns it brings for their
money. The attitude has resulted in NFCUS try-
ing to serve the student community as a “ser-
vice" organization.

In an attempt to make NFCUS meaningful
to the average student many local committees
sponsor lecture or seminar series, dances, foot-
ball weekends, blood drives, and bock stores.
Sixteen universities participate in the national
student discount service (discounts range
from ten to twenty percent). Only in Ottawa
and Vancouver have difficulties arisen. At
Memorial University of Newfoundland, a St
John's laundry does all of a student's laundry
at $25.00 for the college year. A local insur-
ance company also agreed fo low cost group
accident coverage.

The students at the University of British
Columbia wanted a national student magazine.
They persuaded the National Congress at
Sherbrooke of its virtues and accepted the
mandate. Now every student shares the bene-
fits of Campus Canada, underwritten by UBC.

The last Congress also drafted a Charter on
Student Rights. At present it has not come in-
to effect because it lacks the one third majority
membership ratification needed to pass it. The
preamble is proving a stumbling block. Mr.
Jordan Sullivan, S.A.C., President of the U. of
T., has been mandated by the Ontario region
to re-write the preamble to make it acceptable
to those universities which have indicated op-
position. It will be submitted to the National
Congress in Edmonton this fall.

; In an editorial sent to member papers, Pres-
ident Roger McAfee of Canadian University
Press commented on NFCUS.

“Most people seem to agree
NFCUS has to be meaningful to
individual students on the wvar-
ious campuses, How then is it
possible for NFCUS to reconcile
tI_r:is with one of its major objec-
tives: “The promotion of better
understanding among Canadian
Students; the institution of great-
er cq-operation among student
organizations; the advancement
of legitimate student interests.””

“Many NFCUS supporters claim
this means the Federation must
work almost entirely on the na-
tional levelto achieve these ends,
This is only partially so.

“It is true that national pres-

. sures which reduce textbook
tax, make university feesincome-
~ tax deductable and reduce trans-
portation costs are advancements
of “legitimate student interests.”

“However, any local program
which gives students in one sec-
tion of the country an insight in-
to the problems of another sec-
tion, is surely contributing to
“petter understanding abong Can-
adian students” and at the same
time making NFCUS a useful
part of campus life. The “French
Canada Week” slated for next

. Fall at UBC will bring top Que-
‘bec political and economic fig-
 ures to Vancouver for a discus-

sion of French-speaking Canada,
and is an excellent example of
this type of program.

“Travel has long been recog-
nized as an integral part of edu-
cation and an excellent method
for developing a ‘“better under-
standing” among people. With
this in mind NFCUS has heen
operating a travel department
since 1952

This year NFCUS tock over administration
of the KLM trips to Holland for summer em-
ployment. It is planning to put the same type
of operation into effect with upwards of five
airlines next year.

Moreover, the Canadian Debating Associa-
tion, the Canadian University Press, Arf, Short
Story and Photography Contests are among
the annual NFCUS activities which receive
wide participation and support.

NFCUS represents Canadian sfudents abroad
through it's International Affairs commission.
Ironically, NFCUS is better recognized outside
of Canada than inside. This is mainly due to
the number of energetic Canadian students and
ex-students, many former NFCUS Chairmen or
Presidents, now in Europe representing NFCUS.
They have given Canada an extremely high
prestige in the international student world.
When going abroad many students may now
prefer to wear a NFCUS crest, the design of
which has not been finalized.

A dilemma facing NFCUS today is one of
identification. Who does it represent? Where
do it's grass roofs lie? Does NFCUS represent
39 councils through their presidents or 106,000
Canadian university students?

National President Stewart Goodings, (B.A.
Hon., Queen’s), in his “information and action”
bulletin to council presidents and NFCUS
Chairmen had this to say :

“1 have often felt that NFCUS
occasionally suffers from a lack
of communication between the
‘brass and the grass’ In other
words. the students very often
don't know what their local
committee or council is doing or
why they are doing it.”

This situation is not unique to NFCUS. Mr.
Mitchell Sharp, Liberal candidate in the Toronto
riding of Eglington, has-hit upon the same sub-
ject, as reported in the Globe and Mail of
March 5th.

“No political party can sur-
vive without strong roots, roots
that are deep and extensive,
drawing nourishment from many
directions. . The urgent need
is to provide channels of com-
munication from the bottom up
and the top down.”

“Most students think that the local com-
mittees are responsible to the national office,”
points out Dalhousie Vice-President Graham
Read. They tend to think of NFCUS am_ﬂ ?he
local committees as separate bodies existing
apart from them and their campus. This at-
titude is known as the “they” complex. In fact,
NFCUS on the local level is responsible to its
student council; NFCUS on the national level
is responsible fo all the member student coun-
cils in Canada. The Federation is not a d|red|ng
body located in Otftawa; NFCUS is a directed
body. NFCUS is each university.

it is our sounding board. We should take
full advantage of the opportunity offered. We
must not shirk our duty. We must play our
part to the full. NFCUS works for the wel-
fare of the student community. The NFCUS
programme includes studies of education; re-
search and information (on student needs and
problems); services (like life insura_nce),- and
leadership and representation (with docu-
mentation of student opinion). The sponsoring
of national and regional meetings, seminars,
weekend exchanges, Inter-Regional and Ex-
change Scholarships, and a Travel Department
have been insirumental in realizing the aims
cutlined.

The key to success is a well informed par-
ticipating membership in constant communic-
ation with each other. At present the Atlantic
region suffers from a breakdown in communic-
ations and as a result is disorganized. In addi-
tion, some delegates to the recent Atlantic Con-
ference had not done any homework. Regional
President Fred Aresenault considered the re-
solutions dealt with of a practical nature such
that could be acted upon with immediately
foreseeable results. But he failed to realize that
many of the matters discussed were a repeat of

the 1959 Conference. One resolution was pass-
ed before in 1961. Granted a great deal of
business is often transacted at socials, most
delegates felt the same amount of business
could have been considered in a shorter time.
Here the fault lay in poor organization and
preparation. And by such a showing, NFCUS
lays itself wide open for sever criticism that it
does not always deserve.

Students must be well informed if NFCUS
is to progress. They must have a complefe un-
derstanding of NFCUS. As was demonstrated
at MUN, the local committee must first be a-
ware of the organizations potentialities if their
student body is to appreciate it. At present the
local committee lacks organization and a realiz-
ation of what NFCUS is and does. They claim
a lot of the NFCUS program does not apply o
Memorial. They expect NFCUS to come in from
the outside and impose itself vpon the campus,
while in fact it can only act effectively in sup-
port of the local committee’s initiative and posi-
tions on issues. MUN is weak at the grass roofs
level where the student body is quite young.

The result of Memorials negative attitude
was a demonstration by some thirty Memorial
students at one of the morning sessions of the
conference. The signs read, “Pourquoi la
FNEUC?: Let's revolutionize starting now; Not
apathy, antipathy; NFCUS (with a thumb point-
ing down). Yet these people were not quest-
ioning the need for student unity anymore than
they do confederation. They want guidance.

If we do not agree with the Federatior’s
dealing with certain matters, our duty is to state
our position as such.

A case in point is the sitvation revealed at
the Atlantic Conference.

The MUN NFCUS committee fails to see the
importance of NFCUS dealing in student wel-
fare. The MUN administration forbids political
figures from speaking on the campus. Earlier
this year NFCUS National President Steward
Goodings and Canadian University Press Presi-
dent Roger MacAfee spoke to Premier Joseph
Smallwood on the subject. At the time Small-
wood denied the ban but promised 1o rectify
the situation. He has not. Yet this restriction in
their freedom was not considered suitable for.
NFCUS' interest. But as Stewart Goodings poin-
ted out, it is for the purpose of improving the
lot of the student, on the local campus as well
as nationally, that NFCUS exists. “The only
raison d'etre of NFCUS is that it acts in the best
interests of student.”

By more vigorous action in NFCUS—propos-
ing motions on our part and regisiering our
favour or protest against measures we feel
NFCUS shouldn’t deal with — instead of Jetting
our votes fall automatically one way or the
other on matters that other universities pro-
pose, we can more effectively control what
NFCUS engages in. NFCUS belongs 1o those
who take the most inferest in it. Council rep-
resents our views on international, as well as
national affairs through NFCUS.

As Mr. McAfee stated:

“Bach student body, through
its elected representatives and
the NFCUS committee, has both
the right and duty to direct pol-
icies of the Federation.

“If the student doesnt like the
amount of money he is paying
for the service the Federation
provides, his representatives ecan
work to get it changed. H he
doesn't like the travel plan, #t
too can be changed. If he doesn’t
like the NFCUS policy on inter-
national Affairs, change it,

“Students and student coun-
cils must look on NFCUS as “we”
not “they” if the organization is
going to be of any use to amny-
one.”

There is no excuse for not participating ful-
ly and not being well-informed. We should
leave university better informed than when we
entered. We should be the educated elite of
the public. NFCUS provides us this opportunity.
We will never command respect until we de-
mand respect. We must speak and speak force-
ably to be heard. NFCUS provides us with a
single national voice supported by over 100,-
000 Canadian students across the Dominion.
NFCUS's importance lies in providing us with
unmatchable strength. ‘




