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We take a history course and
learn that the emancipation of wom-
en” occurred at such and such a
date in the history of the world. The
word emancipation has a very vague
meaning which can be found in any
good dictionary—"the act of setting
free or releasing”. This definition
ie not very concrete and the use of
the word by writers of history text
books is correspondingly abstract,
Women have been set free in a po-
litical gexse in that they have the
power to vote. They are no longer
(in theory at least) regarded as
weak, siily creatures whom men
must protect from the cruelty and
wickedness of the world. They now
wield power, as indeed they have
always done, but in more varied
spheres. However as career girls,

a compengation for some lack in
their emotioinal life. They wish to
stand on equal terms with men, yet
in tho very fact of their inequality
they are different. Womar's place
is in the home” is an old adage often
guoted (by men) but with reserva-
tions it is true. Every woman,
whether she will admit it to herself
or cthers, wants a home and chil-
dren. Yet if she has this, she pesr-
haps feeis that she is béing deprived
of the very thing for which her
grandmother fought. She then be-
comes a frustrated dictator in her
cwn smail world,

Undoubtedly women now have
more ‘“‘power” than their great
grandmcthers; but how are they to
use this? Power alone does not
makie happiness or success; the

superficially successiul and secure | events of the last hundreds of years

their amhbition is frequently merely
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man relations, psychology and so-
ciology have posed solntions but
only tentative ones. Why do so
manry fee! that life ig a muddle?
Time has slipped cut of our hands
and raced on before us,

During the past war, women play-
ed important roles, if not actively, at
least passively, They “kept the

home fires burning”, they were em-
bodiments of the ideal for which
men thought they were fighting.
Women wrote lotters to their fath-
ers and sons, husbands and gweet-
hearts, expressing concretaly things
they had never put in words, now
however the war is over.

Ibson’s Nora slammed the door
upon a life of hyproerisy and delud-
ed happinesgs, a strange yet cour-
ageous act for her time. But where
di@d she go from there? Ibsen did
not tell us — he did not know, and
neither do we, when we read the
play, know where Nora or ourselves
are heading. The influence of wom-
en, whether behind the scenes or in
the bright glare of the footlights, is
growing and will continus to grow.
A small world i8 no longer neces-
sarily a safe cne, we have seen that.
We also know that the more equality
women have had, the healthier so-
ciety has been and the reverse is
inevitably true. In Cermany and
Japan, where fascism was (or ig)
not a word but an idol, women were
thrust back into the feudal role of
childbearing kitchen slaves, who
had no voice and supposedly no pow-
er or will to think independently.
But women are °essentially sym-
pathic, this is a quality which can
do much to teack the future geuer-
ations that a different creed or color
is not synonmous with hate and in-
tolerance. They have also a capa-
city to endure pain and surely noth-
ing worthwhile has ever been
achieved without suffering. We ad-
mit that women must be feminine
(and we equate beauty and femin-
inity), but we do not mean the
clinging vine tynqot woman. Beauty
and brains is a combination hard to
surpuss.
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Well, gals, there hasn't been
much gossip on this page lately and
while we wouldn’t exactly call what
follows “gossip” we thought you
might like to catch up on the iatest
news. 2o we curled up on the win-
dow seat and hid behind the cur-
taing. This is what we heard!

That Betty Price, ex '48 is now a
sophomore at the University of To-
vonto, and Den Moore '49 U. N. B.
became engaged at Christmas.
Everyone who was “up the hill"” last
year remembers Bet aund will wish
she and Don all the happiness in the
world. And while we're on the sab-
ject of engagements, Ralph Miller
'49 presented Muriel Wilkina '49
with a gorgeous hunk of ice before
the Junior Dance last week. Best of
luck, kids!

That the Bar ’'48 was definitely
“the dance” of the year. Even the
Juniors exjoyed themseives. The
floor show was a ‘‘huge success’
sspecially the chorus line (rff!) and
the singing, gum-chewirg barn-
maids (or did you think so?)

That the two Connecticut co-eds
had arrived. The girls have all been
anxious to meet this year’s exchange
students. Finally Mary Lou Casey
and Isobel Bosch came nito the
Reading Room. We had a short talk
with then; and from the number of
social events we've seen them at,
we're sure they'll like U. N. B.

That the “Con” was expected to
he the biggest and best the campus
has yet seen. The air of secrecy
has everyone on tiptoe (even those
who aren’t going). Elsie has been
rushing around for weeks ‘saying
“you’ll find out” and whispering to
Nancy and Patsy. By the time this
column reaches you, the hush-hush
affair will be a pleasant memory so
(to change the tense) we hope you
all had a super time. Incidentally
we also heard one co-ed exclaim
(we'll reveal no names): “Sally this
is my senior year and my last Con.
why can't I ask someone to take
me?” {but after tkinking a moment})
“fhere’s no one to ask.” ‘Tsk, tsk.
We thought there were supposed to
i be 1300 meu on the campus.

Be sure and see “Our Town”. The
i Dramatic Society has put a great
deal of time and effort into muking

this year’s play a sucecess, See you
| thera—we'll be sitting on one of the
| step ladders!

| P ad s

Spring Pcetry a ia Jig-Saw

This su%ed poem I wrote

In 10der <-oreation,

Let me reiter8, my dear,

List 2 my supplication.

What if 5 told you countless
times

My unzed devotion,

A love 6wain cannot withhold

Gay Cupiid’s b9 potion.

& so I'm . . . ing off this: song

With desol8ing passion,

4 give me, if 5 raved 2 long

in this low 'n fashion.

Like blassing; fire, my heart

Now '.vherel\(\)/l,mt 10der bliiss is,
I'm smitl0, Kid, so 'n now,
Accept my 0000 and XXXXXX

ried!”
Hushand (hepefuily): “You think
you could find him?”

Why Do You Read

If you were to usk the average in-
dividual off the campus: “Why do
you read a book?” he wouid stare at
you blankly or regard you ac slight-
ly insane. The variety of answers
would be astonishing. A DBabbit
would say that he read a book be-
vause everyone eise was reading it
-—it was a “best geller” (it would
be pointless to analyze what a best
seller i8 but obviously it is some-
thing that sells the beat). An
adolesconce high school girl would
say “because it's such a beautiful
lgve story”, and there you are.

But ask a college stadent the same
question and ten to oné he’ll answer
in worde to this effect: “Professor
So-And-8o put it on the required
leading list for his course, I want to
pass the course so read the book”,
Now we're not preaching a crus-
ade or harranging professors, but
why do we feel that we can only
read what we are told to read? The
answer to this would probably be
that there is oply time to read the
books which are required (includ-
ing text books which are usually
dry). It sems to have been forgot-
ten that reading is intended to give
pleasure not to be drudgery. Enter-
ing college most @f us had read the
standard, conventional chiiren’s
books. 1s our reading to stop there.
Some of the greatest writers of the
world are not included in college
courses., Many wise men have said
that they could gain as much knowl
edge from four years of reading as
from four years of regular college
curricvla. We should not leave col-
jege with a narrow view of human
culture, such as is encompassed in
the numper of credits required for a
degree. We should have acquired, if
not a knowledge of the great authors,
at least a desire to become acquaini-
ed with their works sumetitae in the
future.

When we are gleeping in our beds
-—the grim, relnetlss clock—starts
rininging londly in our ears and
gzives us such a shock—It says
“Coma nn, you jazy thing—and don't
hesitate!” —- Oh, how we hate that
cruel cloek — especially when we
are ¢old — we have to leave our cozy
beds and do just as we are tcld, and
face the hleak realities that crowd
upon the mind — begin the day and
leave our rozy dream land far be-
hind . .. And Life's like that — we
think that we're secure and safe
and warm — and suddenly we find
we've got to face the strife and
storm—Some trouble comes along
and gives us such a pasty knock—
Just like the rude awakening of that
fiendish thing — the clock!
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SUCCEES

Success is speaking words of praise,
In cheering other peopie’a ways,
rln doing just the best you can

With every task and every pian.

It’s silence when your speech would
hurt,

Puliteness when your neighbor’s
curt,

It’s deafness when the scandal flows

And sympatky with sthers’ woes,

It’s loyalty when duty calls,

it's courage when disaster falls,
It's patience whn the hours are long,
Ii's found in laughter and scng.

Wiife: “You're not the man I mar-| it's in ths silent time of prayer

In happiness and in despair,
In all of iife and nothing less
We find the thing we call suceeons.
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