
CANA DIAN COURIER

" Shooting the Chutes," at the New Municipal Playground, Toronto. This popular amusement Îs seldoin wîthout a line-iii-waiting.

" A Boxful of Babies,"1 Building Casties in the Snnd The Horizontal Bar for Boys is a ,,great aid to physical development.

A PARADISE FOR C
Wkat the Establîkhment of Public Pla vgmrnds in the

thw Chi/dren of C-anada

HEl-RE was a ture in the hisory of our Cali-
around the corner froin the home of almost

every smnall boy, and the rnatter of having
the school teain meet the "Lu-ckies" in old jonse's
field for the Saturd-ay afternoon gaine, was anl easily
arraniged one indeed. Lately, however, these open
places have becoie few and far between, and Bobby
and Johniny and the whole teatu nust take anl hottr's
runi on the street car to reach the city limits and
unobstructed space before a ball gaine rnay be
played.

The woods, too, wbere the girls could go iii the
summier tiniie to pick tbe wild flowers and paddle
in the brook, have slipped farther and farther away
until thecy have passed comipletely out of reach,
Rapid increase of population and vast building
operations bave done the deed.

The public park, witb its restricting sign "Keep
Off the Grass" confining one to the narrow gravel
paths, and the city street, busy witb heavy waggons,
dashing motor cars, and countîcas dangers at every
hand, are the only spots which remain to the chil-
dreil of our great commulilties whercin they rnxy
play. The necessity of sonie provision being nuade
for thern has recently become lçeenly apparent, and
a mjoveienit to establish public playgrounds in our
larger cities hias lately beeni gaininig force through-
out the Dominion.

On the 28th of MýtY, s9o&, a ineeting waa calleâ
in the City F-laîl, T'oronto, by Mr. J. J. IÇelso, Pro-
vincial Superintefldent of Neglected Children, to
mtablisb a playground association,~ and as a resuit
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of the eniergy and periseverance displayed by Mr.
Kelso and bis co-workers in the enterprise, there
exists in Toronto to-day eight supervised and fully
equipped playLrcounds, with an average attendance
of front one-huindred and fifty to three hundred
children each day.

The provision of these grouinds has found great
favour with the childrenl theniselves and no wonder
that Bobby and jobinny and Little 4 4fiary Ann, who
alI their lives had been accustomed to an atios-
phere of sinoke and griminess, sbould open their
eyes as well as their mnouths wben they first entered
the playground and saw what had been prepared
for theni. Swings there were, trapeze and flying-
rings for the boys, sand boxes for the little ones,
and most beautiful of all, a summes toboggan where
they night "shoot the chuites" to their hearts' con-
tent. And everything frec. That is the pôint that
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at the sietrehving instÎlled intotenas
of fairness and honesty, and the beauty of a 1
mionious association with others of their kind.
miany instances the grounds have becomne a meet
place for these wornen, who corne often of
afternoon bringing the younger chiltiren with th
and spend a pleasant hour wîth one aniother W]
the littie onies play.

At the Toronto Industrial Exhibition this y
there is to be dlsplayed a "Model Playground,
facsimiile of which the association hopes wilI sc
day be established withini five minutes' walk
every little citizen of Toronto. fi is believedt
an texhibit of this kind will awaken a great c
of interest, and open the eyes of the general pli
to the wonderful. work which is going on in 1
connection.

Mr. C. A. B. Brown, who for some years
been a mnemrber of the Public School Board, is Pr
dent of the Association. and an active worker in
children's cause. As a mark of tribute to bis loy;
and support a scbool which is uinder erection in
northern part of the city is to be called afterh
aiid it is tinderstood that Mr. Brown bas generc
]y offered to supply the equilpment for a playgro,
in connection with the institution bearing bis na

Montreal, Winnipeiz and Ottawa are also:
tating for the establish ment of these breath
spaces throughout their cities, and s0 favourý
a welcorne has the idea received generally that
men and womren wbo bave uindertaken the pro1
tion of the enterrise are Pre;ttlv tnrninirmaýr


