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Are We Ail Robbers?

B ECAÜSE the annual crop of boney in Ontaric
will show a falling-off amounting to a millior
pounds, the executive of the Ontario Bee-

Keepers' Association will advance the price oi
honey. Are the bee keepers robbers? Why sbould
they put up theprice and make the consumer pay
more simply because the crop is smaller than usual;
Has the consumer no rights?

Smnall fruits are scarce in Ontario, and the fruit
grower puts up the price. The consumer must pay
more for his cherries, raspherries, gooseberries, to-
matoes, pears and peaches. Are the fruit growers
robliers?

The crop of wheat the world over is not too large.
In Canada it will be excellent. Yet the Canadian
farmner puts up the price and makes tbe Canadian
consumer pay more becaiîse wheat is scarce in Rus-
sia, France and Germany? Is tbe Canadian far-
mer a robber?

The numnber of expert carpenters needed in sev-
eral of the large cities is large. The carpenters
know that and up goes tbe price of carpenters.
Agaîn the conisumer of carpenter work must pay
the increased cost. Is tbe carpentee a robber?

Tbe makers of rubber goods find a huge demand
for their goods and raw rubber is hard te get. Up
goes the price of rubber goods. The consumer of
rubber goods, the wearer of rubber shoes and so on,
must pay. Is the rubber manufacturer a roliber?

The dernand for good industrial stocks is large
and the broker, the financier and tbe merger.inan
discover that. Up g o the price of industrial stocks.
Instead of paying $90 a share for certain stocks, the
inyestor wbo is tbe consumer in the case must pay
$120. Are the brokers and financiers robbers?

The banker and the merchant thînic the farmer is
a roblier if he puts up tbe price of bis products and
the farmer cornes back and sa 1 s that the banker
and the merchant and the manufacturer are robbers
because they have a protective tariff to keep up the
prîce of their wares. Are we ail robbers, or are
none of us robliers? Isn't it rather tbe resuit of a
competitive system whicb none of us may avoid?

The state robis us by niaking us pay more for bad
governinent than we should pay for good. Tbere is
reallv rohberv. herause there iR no r~nmnntiWirn T~i-

During the samne period, Mr. Lemieux bas an-nounced that a new parcels post system is being
considered and that if the country merchants did
ae obec too strongly it niight be adopted. Such
panies more reasonable. There should be competi-
tien, and the post office alone is in a position to
give it. The express companies perform an ad-
mirable public service, but they have flot shown
that sweet reasonableness which makes Public
utility corporations popular.

As for the country merchant, bis f ear is ground-
less. Interurban railways were once thought to seal
the doom of the country merchant along these lines.
Everybody would go into the city to shop. Instead
of killig the country mnerchant, it doubled his busi-
ness. The customer bas no accounit in the city, and
tbe country merchant: bas, tberefore, the country
nmerchant telephones in bis order and the goods are
ready for the customer in a f ew hours. It would
be the saine with a parcels post.

If Mr. Lemieux wiIl push these two reforms a
littie faster even, he will find a solid public opinion
bebind bii.

Naughty Premier Fisher.

p REMIER FISHER says tbere is no British
Ernpire-now wbat do you make of that? It
makes one want to lean a weary head on a

tired hand and wonder if thinking is worth wbile.
"We are not an Empire; we are a loose association
of five nations." Alas and alack! Shades of Cecil
Rhodes and Richiard Seddon!

OUR NEW SERIAL.I
Next week we shall begmn a new ses

story. This tizue it is a Canadian eto
by a Canadian writer. As its backgrou
it will have Cobalt and the new min]
country. As its theme it wiII have
modern
good an

-of the struggle betwe
1 in love and hife as
Dung college graduate.

lias gone

spruce provinces W111 be exported.
This is a proper "conservation" policy.

the policy in Ontario long before Presîdent
veit told uis what to cali it. His naming of it
it perhaps. His and other support made it
enouzb for Premier Gouin- of (Iie.ip,, nri

11 Lit Illater o1 puip wooc. Wvitti regard to wJheat,
barley, vegetables and fruit there may be rooni for
two opinions, because our supplies of these are
aznnual. Pulp logs, on the other band, are harvese
only once in fifty years. Destroy the present sp
ply, and there may never be another.

The United States papermakers have our syni-
patby. They love their country, and it is no
pleasant to be forced to get up and move te
another country. We hope tbey will not feel it o
keenly, and we assure themn of a hearty welcoe
Our advice to themn is to corne over before it s
too late.

The Lords Are Beaten.AFTER a strenuous battle Iasting three years
and involving two general elections, the
House of Lords must yield its veto power.

It may revise, it may- suggest, it may consult, it
may temporise, but when the British ,House of
Comnmons says "Yea" three times, the 'matter is
settledl. It will now bie almnost as useless as the
Canada Senate, and both bodies will be in strong
contrast witb the Senate of the United States, which
is probably the most powerful second chamber in
the world of nations. The battle ended when Mr.
Asquith, on Friday of last week, sent a polite note
to Mr. Balfour and told himi that the King had
agreed to create the pters necessary to overcome
all opposition to "The Parliament Bill."

li new House~ of Lords, ini whici brai s, achieer'n

Iry istence. It may b. more dangerous and even more
ndconservative than its predecessor, but it will not bend fouinded upon a principle which is opposed te modern

Dg democratic ideas. Cromwell was a dictator and
cried, "Tace away that bauble"; Asquith and Lloyd-a George are his modemn counter-parts. Cromwell

en succeeded because. tbe people were behind him;Asquith and his coîleagues are undoubtedly in the
it sanie position.

King George bas been wiser than the Peers. He
has yielded gracefully without sacrifice of prestige.

_1The peerage lias Iost and monarchy lias gained.
The King lias again adniitted tbat he is a consti-

nie to tutional monarcli enthroned to do tbe will of bis
ssing people.
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