
CANADIAN COURIER.

CHAPTER XI. (Coutinued.)

I RE girl glanced at him sharply,
and ut was because tlie niewe
eaused lier an unreasonable con-

eern tisat tisere was a trace of irouy iu
lier voice.

<'Your last venture! I Have' we been
unkiud to you or does it imply that, as
you once insinuated, an exemplary llfe
becomes monotipueus T»

William laugised. "NoK. 1 eliould lîke
to stay lisre-a very long wliule," lie
sa-id; and the girl saw lie spoîslteh
truth as she watched fii glanes wist-
fu*lly at thse splendid teains, great
plouglis, and ricli, b1ick soiu. "In fact,
strange as it may appear, it will ýhe
virtue, given thse rein for once, that
drives mue out when I go a'way."

"But wliore are you going ta?"
William glanced vaguely acrose tise

priie, and the girl ws puizzled by thse
look lu his eyss. "Ba.ek te my ow~n sta-
tion," lie said softly, as thougli to hlm-
sel'f, and tlweu turned ýwitli a littie s'brug
of bis mitoulders. "lu the meanwhie
tliere ie a good deal to do, and once
mocre I am sorry I caunot release you."

"Tisen, tisera is an end of it. You
could not expect me lie beg you to, so

1 canuot under thse eircumetauces borrew
nsyT uncle's 'teaus, and 1 am toid I have
ntot sufficleut mn or borses to puJ a
large crop lu."

"~Of equrse!" said Witam quietly.
"Well. I have iiw tise ýbest teas and

,'as a little flushi on the gil's
le aIl distasteful, ýbut as you,

give me back my word, I will
o the letter. Still, it almost

a relut,'t to k you sa f ur-
ur.11
nte le prosplsed before yon ask

MaudBarrnyo sosue trouble

ion respeeting Courthorues venture~ by
a few discreet questÀon 's.

"He1aven ku'ows where lie was tauglit
it, but there le no doubt that tise -an
la an excellent farmer '" hie said. "It Îs
a pi'ty that he le alec, te ail intenta and
purposes, mad."p

~Mise Barrington glanced at -lier niece,>
and both of them smiled, for the Col-
onel usuaily took for granted thse lu-
sanity o! auy one who questioned hie
opin1ions.

In the meanwlile, Witliam ýsat sway-
ing 1on ie dIrivlrng-seat, mechanicaiîy
guiding tihe horees and noticiug how -the
prairie sod rolled away in black waves
beneath the great plougli. He heard thse
rrackle of fibres beneaeli the triple shares,
and tue swishi of greasy loamn along the
mouldboard'e side; biut hie thougis
were far away, aud when lie raieed hie
liead h le oked inito the dim future be-
yndi the long. furrow tbs4 cut the sky-
lisie ou the ries.

It was shadowy and uncertnlu, and
one thing *was clesr to hlm, and tisai
was tiset bce eould. not &tay in Silver-
dale. At first lie had almost hoped lie
mlghit do titis, for thse good land, and
the meane of efficientiy working it, 'iad
been a. horrible teuiptation. Thalt was
ha! ore lie reckoiied on ',Iaud Barringtou's
attractIon<3; but cf latse bisad seen
wisat these were leading fhlm to, and al]
that we's good i hlm recoilid frein an
a.ttenipt Vo Win ber. Once lie itad dared
to wonder wisetiser it couid 'be doue, 'for
bis grisn life isad le! t hlm seif-eutred
and bitter, 'but that mcd had passed,
and lt was with disgust be looked back

oss'iýd be to rorget i
deteyrmi'ned to vindi
work lie did, and s
eure. Tisen, w'lth
fession, lie Would ai
scuirity 'li Mae le

Wisuile lis worked

no great moment '.vhat became of hlm.
Couniesa generatiofla of toffing men
had borne their petty sorrows before
hlm, and gone back to the dust they
sprang f rom; but. stili, iu due succes-
sioix, liarvest followedl seea-time, and
the world ýwhIrIed ou. Then, remember-
iug that, in the meanwhile, hie bail mueli
to do which would commence with the
sun ou the morrow, hie went bac înto
the house and ehook the faurcies from
hlm.

CHAPTEli XII.
Master*y Recognized.

'waz, considering the latest
price of wheat, a somewhat atn

ishing attendance in -the long room of
the 'hotel at the railroad settiement oee
Stiturday evening. A big stove in the
midst of it diffused a stuffy and almost
uunecesmary heat, gandy niekelledl lam>ps
an, uncertain briiliancy, and the place
was filled with the drlfsting smoke of in-
different tobacc-o. Oleographs, barbarie lu
colour and dra.whrig, bung about the
roughIy- board ed walls, aud any critilcal
stranger would have found the saloon
comfor'tless and tawdry.

It was, however, filýled that niglit witli
hronzed-faced nmen who expeeted nothing
better. Most of theni wore jackets of
sof t black leather or embroidered deer-
alun, and the jean trousers, and long
boots of not a few apparently stood ln
ueedc of repairiug, thougi te sprinkiing
o! more conventional apparel and paler
faces showed that the storekeepers of
the set'tlement had been drawu together,
as Weil as the prairie fariners who liad
driven ln to 'huy provisions or take uip.
their mail. There wase, however, but
little launliter, and their voices were
low, for boisterousness and assertion are
uot generally met wWbh ou the mulent
prairie. ludeed, the attitude of some of
the mien was mildly depreatcry, as
thougli tliey feit that iu asstlng in
what wa% going forward they were do-
ing an unusual thing. Stli, the eyes of
ail were 'turned toward the table where
a man, Who difi'ered widely in appear-
anre fromnimo;st cf 'thern, dealt out thse
cards.

Hle wore citv clotbes, and a white shirt
wlth a fine diamond iu thse front of At,
wile tbere was a, keen intentrema ie-

hi4n4 thse haZ!4ircnical snjle in bis some-
wbia.t coloures face. The whlteness of
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