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CANADA'S CRIMESEVERAL European visitors, experts la social
condition s--some oi them labour leaders irani
the United Kingdom-have been telling us ai
late that aur "siums" are very much worse

than anything tliey have across the water. They
say that hovels in which famulies live in Canada
would bie tam dawn by the Boards ai. Health in
British cities. And 1 am quite prepared ta believe
it. The "slum" is a new evil with us; and we have
just begun ta fight it. Naturally, we lack bath the
"know haw I and the assiduity. We havenot came
ta death grips with it-we do not yet realize that we
mrust strangie it or it will strangle us. The conise-
quence is that we leave aur "slums" pmetty largely
ta the willingness ai transient foreigners ta lie temr-
pomarily crowded in anyway, and the reed of native
landiords wha are quite willing ta pick coins f ram
the eyes ai the dead. Such a combination -auta-
maticaliy foais a murder club whidh it is liard ta
beat.

0N F course, we wiil pay for aur négligence. The
'Jcarmying breeze blows over the fiithiest "slumn"

towamd the finest residence quarter; and "the littie
dhiîdren ai the ridli" sicken'and die ai diseases
whidh are bred in the festering bodies ai the ex-
ploited poar. Epidemnics wîll camne fiom that source;
and the man who wauid not take a day off ta estab-
lish a civic government whidli wauld abolisli the
"asluni" and ahsolutely prevent its iurther trans-
plantation ta aur fresh soul, will take a sadder day
off to attend the funeral of his best loved. Fromx
the beginning ai tinte, "Arn 1 my bmther's keeper ?"

lias been a niurderer's question. And the punish-
ment ai murder is-well, the least terrible punish-
ment is death. We are biound ta be aur brothers'
keepers. We cannat stand aside and permit the
weak and the ignorant and the lacking in capacity
ta lie ground inta the muck oi aur great cities witli-
out ourseives finding the poison ai the tragic mix-
ture in aur awfl veins.

A "SLUM" in Canada is an absolutely indle-
Sfensible and unpardanabie crime. Europe-

you may say-was bmr with "slums." The utter
social, economnic and politicai break-down ai the
Middle Ages crowded ail but the strongest and best-
equipped survivofs into a dank ceilar ai pitiless
and yet poweriess communal anaernia. '1hie Church
did what it cauld-same iew noble souls struggled
ever ta lielp their felaows-but society was a shat-
tered ànd liardly self-consciaus existence. Stili,
iront the day when Europe began ta try ta gather
lier broken limbs up froni amaongst the wreck ai
ruthless barbarism and decadent classic civiliza-
tion, it lias steadily endeavoured ta better the con-
ditions of lii e for the disinherited. And it lias
wonderinlly succeed-ed. Read any record of the
state ai the proletariat in Europe even twa or three
centuries ago, and contrast it witli their condition
ta-day; and you wîll sce an almost miraculaus ad-
vance. Europe may have floundered in the muck
and lived amidst conditions toa terrible ta describe;

1-ýit l,in, bp een mountinz taward the sunshine.

manent city ai refuge for the native poar as well
as the foreign "ciimbers"-and who dare say that
lis children will nat lie amang the native poor? It
is a place where a man can go ta get his breath
aiter a "knock-out" blow-where a family can go
when their provider lias suffered irom this financial
"knock-out"-and where people have an unhappy
habit af staying when they f ail down into it, instead
ai merelyr starting from there ta climb. up out ai
it. The "slum" has became-not a camping ground
-but a permanent *section ai the city. It has its
citizens-not merely transients. It breeds its chl-
dren; and they grow up in a school ai petty theit,
prostitution and all the ugly methods ai preying
an the better-oif. It has begun ta punish us for
aur crîminal negligence in'allawing it ta be.

A ND what are we goingta do about it? One
of a the favourite ways ai fighting the "sium"

THE Renuf Publshing Company, ai Montreal,has issued an editian of "Tite BmltanniC Ques-
tion." Tb.e autitor le Richard Jebb. Thtis

book isl a mast important contribution toi the naval
discussion and embodies thes vie'ws on lmperiailefl
ai a man who Is strongly opposed ta centralisil.
Copies rnay be had frons the publisher, at 25 MeGili
College Avenue, Mantreai, or fmomn the Literary
Editor of the "Coaurier." The prîce Is forty cents,
whlh Ineludes postage.

"Stories af the Britishl Empire," by- Agnes Maule
Machar. Thiis ls ýa mighty attractive booki for young
peapIe-af aU ages. Misis Machar is a Canadian
autitamefs af mepitte, and titis last book wlli add ta
hem iopularity. The modor?.a rnetiod -of rwritlng bis-
tory Is ta 'write It ln the fanm ai biographiesai o-the
great men ai the centuries, and Miss Machar bas

foiioywed this 'dea. The book contaîns abot tthirty
stamies wmtten around the lîves ai thle important
and epaoh-makiig figures, suait, for instance, as

Boadicea, Alfred, King John, Wycliffe and Victoria.
A f'eatume af the book le la the form af a suppleinent
whicit deais 'with the Britilsh and Canadian flags,
show lag how they have corne ta their present form.

The autharess of titis booki Ie a rernarilable woman.
This, liesr hast woriv. has been produced when Its
irriter has passed the seventlsth miestans. Arnang

the many books frorn the peu of Miss Machar are
"Laye of tihe True Northl," a volume whici îwbounds

In splendid bistoricai poetry, and "For King and
Count-ry." Titis iatest bookle sure ta be weli me-
elved. (Toronto: William Briggs. $1.50 net.)

is to mnake it illegal to live in certain kinds of bouses.
Boards of Health condemrn them and they are tamn
down. And what becomes of the human beings ta
whom they gave shelter? Qiten we care as littie
as about what becomes ai the rats that scuttled
away when they fell. Trhat is the method ai evic-
tion-it is..the method of Pilate-it is the method
af washing aur hands -of the whole .affair. I will
flot say that it is flot better than doirig nothing; for
the "slum" is an infectious place which multiplies
its awn denizens. If there were no place ta have',a
"cslurn," we should probably have fewer people who
would be content ta live and i ester in one. But 1
think that Canadian civilizatian should offer a more
humrane cure. It should kilI the "slumý' by empty-
ing ît-by rnaking the people who live there un-
willing ta put up, with its diseased and debasing
surroundings. It should begin by dispossessing the
"slum" landlord-and, "slum" praperty pays enor-
mously-by annexi'ng his ground rentals for the
benefit ai the cammunity. It rliglht then de; for
sweet charity's sake what Tammany does for'greed
-flnd good jobs for ail the w'orkers, so thiat they
could afford ta live in the sanîtary new houses
which ought ta be provided in the suburbs. We
could do many, ather thîngs; but the Editor will
flot let me write any mare this week.

THE MONOCLE MAN.

matter af course-paar and a "sport." Many af thec
sentiments whIch the kuight-author kindly makes lie
characters speali are drivel. Those that are auy-
thlng else are as aid as the bis. For the reader
who iikes this sort of book, it Is the sort of book
lie ltkes-and thsét's ail ths.t can be Raid. (Haodder,
and Stoughton, Toronto. $1.25 net.)

Oae publishing hause _- Toronto, at any rate,.
seenis ta have deveiaped a penchant for haistorieal
novels. The house is William Briggs, and the latest
announcemelit cancerns "The tayalle5ts of Massa-
chiusetts." The author ~s James H. Starïç. Mr. Stark
hau treated what 'b'- cails "The ather side of the
Arnerican Revalution," Through considerabie study
and poking arounti In aid-Urne garrets he man across
sanie eamiy dacti'ueats whlch have bmought ta light
the facto thar t.ic forebears Mf these aristocratic
familles were not ail that they have been claimed
ta be, since the rnajority af theni were bred
ta trade and commerce and more titan ane 'were lt
the early days convicteýd ai smuggllag. Thes book
gives a reason such. as we in Canada biave neyer
befare been possessed af for the action talion at the.
time hy the United Eipre Loyalests.

"The Chlef of the Ranges," Mr. H. A. Cady's forth-
cornlng novel from the samne house, le based upon
Informationl gathered while la the Yukoni. It con-
cerns the struggies between two tribes of Indians i

the northland for long years, eomlug down ta modern
dayq. even the eariy fiftles. The Ohilcat Indians, of
the Northi Pacifie Ocen, having defeated the Interiar
Indians Ia a bloy battie, kspt thein lu cruela
bandage. Thsy robbed themr ai their furs, wlves and
daughters. The caming ai the white ýmen, wha bulit
a trading post, dlvemted the trade frorn the cost.
Thtis s0 aroused fthe Chilcats that they swept down
and wiped th~e post out ai existence.
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