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PLAYIN-G BOTH ENDS
AGAINST the MIDDLE

PEACE with Russia on ,an honest
basis a! no anuexations and no in-
dlenmities will lu no way, accomplisb Ri
the plans of the Gemman represenfa-

and any otber sort of peace will in no n
;atlsfy tbe plans of the Boîsheviki. Ger- th
bas very little to gain by the aftainmcut Poj
b a peace. She may be said f0 have bad Pl<
r since the coîlapse of the Russian armles. __

1 ceased to be a fighting force at the
uit wben Kereusky began to preach de-
cY and the mlhlennium to the Russian
fl~ the field. Germany bas had nofbing

x' froma tbe military power o! Russia
the revolution. lier'interest mn a pence treaty

1l0 More than a pence tmeaty must necessamilY
a very tepid kind.
rue is no reason to speculaf e as to what Gem-
actuaîîy does wanf, since sbe avowed it wlth

flOset incredible cyuicism at the flrst of the
parleYs. She wants Poland and Lithuania and

Mdl, and lt was this, and notbing but this, that
lit ber to tbe peace meeting. Being the victor
ýnl1ands the spoils. She cares little for a pence
tbat would lu very truth be a mere scrap of
Sin ce ahe bas a, vIrfual pence already, and

ires still lesis for a pence treaty based upon
'9nI renunciation of ber territorial ambitions
nplYîng no particular renunclation on the part
8SIa. Certanly she dld not go to Brest-Lltovsk
ler to discuss 'international piefles and demo-

sentiments witb 'the Bolsheviki, and Von
flaun lost no tlmê lu making this cleur ta the
rence. le was doubtless surpriseçl t0 find that
Qîsheviki were wbolly unmoved by bis bector-

They repllîed witb a hot defiance, and xvent
tO Petrograd. At the-next meeting o! the cou-
ýe the Bolsbeviki wero not present, and tbe
1nI delegates returned t0 Berlin, there to en-

~the reproaches of the now united Socialios,
hedangerous, dlsappolntment of the public,

>eJleved that n pence wlth Russia wonld be a
le ta a general and 'speedy vlctomy.

cOnference wlth the Bolsbeviki bas now been
led, but at tbe reqiuest of tbe Germaus nnd nat
Russlans-~a fact o! some significance. Trotsky

elthdrawn. bis dlemand for a change of venue
>ekbolrn, but be seems not fo bave weakened
>ý (etermination to sur-
r no Russian terrltory.

tl abiçie by the basic un-
hiding o! no aninexatiofis,

bis, of course, la the one
tlat Cermany eau not dIo.

were able to bully
eviki into the sur-
and and Lithuania
e her lu the iost
osition ta make
;be western allies

satlefy ber own
lieY bad flot fought
vain. She would
to Say f0 lier, re-

niles: "Gentlemen,
it would be neces-
Sent you wltb

costs nd ta col-
t lu the shape o!

But tbe course
~Uch thaf the whole

ERMANY understands this game perf eci
But the gamte has been played too oft

issia's debacle bas given the Allies a case
rvcs. When we get over it we shall disco,
at on a basis of men, materials and war p,
se, the bogey of the German "4miracle" is
oded. The Boche is in a desperately bad m~
on both ends as well as in the mniddle.

By SIDNEY (,COR-'Y'\

conditions unexpectedly favorable to yourselvcs,' and
refiecting se creditably on my generosity." To ber
own people she would be able to display an enormous
extension o! casteru territory as ample compensation
not only for the cost of. the war, but also for ber
concessions lu the west. There would be some kind
o! plausihility for ber dlaim of victory. Witb Poland
and Lithuania in the bank, so to speak, she would*
basten f0 accede to the demands o! the. western
allies in all of their main essentials, aud she wonld
do if with the magnauimity appropriate !rom the
victors f0 the vanquisbed. She would argue that
there conld be no meason why the western allies
sbould protect, Russia from the results o! ber own
treason or-veto a territorial cession f0 wbich Russia
bersel! bhad agreed, and that could easily be justitled
by some sort o! bogus plebiscite.

A T the moment ths& scheme seems to bave been
tbwarted by tbe sturdy attitude o! the Boîshe-

viki, wbo ara donbtless aware that a surrender o!
Ilussian terrltory would be their own death warrant.
Wbetber the Bolsbeviki will be able t0 maintain
their attitude remains f0 be seen. Germany is
actunlly ia possession of the terltory that she
rlaluis, and there is no possible xway by wblch the
:Russians can ejecf ber. Ail thaf they can do is
nominally ta continue the wnr, and f0 humass the
invader by guerilla operations. But there eau be no
doubf thit if the Boîsheviki had.proved fhemselves
f0 be acquiescent, Gerinany wouid have snatcbed
eagerly at the bird lu the baud, and would bave
la"tened f0 renounce ail tbe birds that' are stîli lu
fthe bush.ý Sbe would have hastened >ta recelpt the

W H EN it is said that Germnan soldiers tr anisporteci from east to westtrain windows because they know thé~ Gehenina that awaits themn
directly refers to several British Senerals w ho are making it warmer y.
on that front, Excellent color portraits of these Generals, by Francis D
in Genet'ais of the British Force, publshed from the offices of Countryi
of tlier are repro!iuced. Left te right: Sir Herbert Qougb, oommandlng
~at Cambrai; Sir Herbert Plumer, Second Army; and Sir Edmunfd Alln

bliv bill, and t o declare that ail ber dlaims were
en a9atisfied. It was in the hope of doing this that

en she went to Brest-Litovsk. It is in the hope
of of doing so that she remains tbere.

ver
tir- W E eau form our own opinion as to the

ex- volume of troops that Germany bas

'ay transferred to her w estern ues. Russia is in
chaos. The Bolsheviki are acting as though
it were they that held the wblp baud, and nlot
Germany, and it may be admitted that there
are few such formidable forces as a reckless
desperation. Over a third part of the Russian
people have repudiated the Boisheviki, 'and

have establisbed independent republies. Tbe Rus-
sian volcano may break forth into eruption at any
moment. Even if Poland and Lithuania were ceded
it woulcl be even more necessary than now to hold
them with a strong force. Under sucb circumstances
it seemns incredible that Germany should meditate
any formidable transfer o! troops, and indeed the
consensus of expert opinion seems to be that -sle
has nlot done so. Trotsky-a by no means Infallible
guide, i is true-says that Germany can do no more
than move ber men "one by one," and that they jump
fromn the train windows in order to escape the borrors
of the western field. Trotsky also confirms tbe story,
originating elsewbere, that twenty thousand German
troops are ln revoit lu the east and are still holding
eut agalnst the half-bearted efforts of tbeir fellows
to reduee thern. The Manchester Guardian, a par-
ticularly well-informed newspaper, first believed that
Germany would he able to transfer 3,000,000 men,
but qulckly reduced this estimate to a doubtfui
1,500,000. C;olonel Repington, the military expert of
the London Times, gives the maximum number
transferable ln the event of an actual peace as 750,000,
but be believes that ouly 120,000 bave actually been
sent-no more tban'a corporal's guard under modern
w ar conditions. FPrench authorif les place tbe number
acfually sent as ouly about 75,000. And, finally, we
have the opinion of Mr. Venizelos, wbo was receutly
lu London, to the effect that Germany will probably
strike af tbe leff fisnk of the Saloniki ammy, If she
strikes at all, and s0 clear the Italians ont of Valona
and drive tbrough Albania to the Adriatlc. As bas
heen said before, Germany wlll strIke at any point
ibat "eems to be vuluerable on the western Unes.

That goes wlthout saying. If
is a commouplace of war. But

BITE be Is nlot llkely ta bmlng any
B I j, Ereal offensive on. the western

front. Just now shes Is tbluk-
ing more of pence than o! war.
Iler supreme hope Is to snatch
somethlng from Russia that
shahl enable ber te blow vie-
torlous -trumpets, and to de-
clare that ber abus bave been
acbleved.

1 T Is evident that the Russian
fiasco bas induced an attacli

i of nerves ln a good mnany of us,
and this bas' been lnteuslfied
by reckless and unluformed

fi simates of the presert sýize
of the German army. Indeed.
our credulities in this respect
sometimes approach the verge
of superstition. This Is partly

front jump from due to t1Èe well-meant effort,%
,the writer in- of authorities t'O comhj'af a cer-

t for ail Boches tain apathy that Is always dis-
odd, are printedi played by a iliatlon that ls at
Lifs, t.td. Three war but that Is so far wifhqut
the Ftfth Army a casualty 11sf. If le partiy due

by in Palestine. to the German myth, whlch le
(concluded ou page 24.)
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