
C'aptain Vancouver' s Last Voyage
yN the celebration of the deeds
Iof great voyageurs, Captaîn
A.George Vancouver need not

be forgotten. The painstak-
i ing and rather pious mariner

who first explored the Gulf
of Georgia and gave Van-

ouver Island its name did
as much for the western
coast of America as Chami-
plain anad La Salle did for

the southern interior of Canada, as Mackenzie'and
Franklin for the far north, or Simon Fraser for
the interior of Britishi Columbia.

Three quaint old leather-bound volumesprinted'
with the old-style letter "s" and illustrated by curions
archaic wood cuts, tell the story of the long round-
the-world trip that took four years of the last seven
of Captain Vanconver's life. These volumes were a
substantial part of the evidence at the Alaska
Tribunal when the boundaries of Canada were under
scrntiny. Thle Captain died ýbefore hie had finished
the work, leaving it to his brother John.

Vancouver made his mnemorable voyage between
the first of April, 1791, and the early part of 175
Somewhat less than 'half this tume was psent on the
western coast of America; the rest at the Sandwich
and other Pacifie islands, and Australia and New
Zealand, and on the way over the high seas. Van-
couver went by way of the Cape of Good Hope; hie
returned via Cape Horn; so that in this trip lie went
clean round the globe as far as a mariner was able
to go-a thing which twice befone hie had almost
done when accon4>anying Captain Cook.

Captain Vancouver was coxnmissionel by His
Majesty George Ill., who had lately lost bis subjects
in the eastern part of America, to see what sort of
land might lie the west coast, of whidh no one as
yet knew anything in paticular-the southenn part
of the continent belonging to Spain whose mission-
aries had done some travelling along the north-
w.estern coast. Besides, it was thought by Van-
couver that lie might find an eastward passage to
the interior great lakes. Hle had heard of the
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journeys of Champlain and of La Salle, the former
of whom thought hie might folloW the greai lake
systemn to China, and the latter of whom did as
much of the journey as any man could do when hie
traversed the upper lakes, begnning-at Lakce Erie,
where just above Niagara Mais lie buit the first
vessel ever floated on the lakes.

Vancouver seems to have trusted a good deal
in God and his imagination; at. the sanie timfe hie

had a scientific mind and hie carried with him on
this trip with the Chatharn and the Di.scoVerýv everv-
thing a mariner could use in those days for making
surveys. The only loss by death on the voyage
occurred before the party got well away from Fal-
mouth, when one John B3rown, the carpenter's mate,
described as "an excellent gentleman," feil over-
board.

They set out, as the Captain hims.elf says, "with
ininds, it miay bhe conjectured, not entîrely free from
serious and contemplative reflection." In fact the
whole crew seem to have been shadowed by pions
ntions. There was neyer even a mntiny. One
thing the Captain insisted upon-clean ship. While
the bill of fare more than once gQt down to sauer-
kraut and potato broth, the store-rooms were washed
with vinegar and the decks fuimigated with a burn-
.ing mixture of gunpowder and vinegar, and hie
himiself confesses that the smell of this compound
was very .bad-but neyer a whimper fromn his crew.

It was the spring of i792i, just about a year after
the, beginning of the voyage, that Vancouver's two
wooden ships crawled up through Puget Sound -

named af ter onle of the crew-anýd past MoÙnt Baker,
christened after the third lieutenant. 'The Indians
in thiese regions lie describes very intelligently.
None of themi were able to speak the Nootka ian-
guage, however, so thatý the Captain was at a loss
to kniow what sort of savages they might be. Here
a village and there a canoe, the natives offered to
trade skins and nieat for knick-knacks; and in one
case they offered a good-looking child for a chnnk
of copper, of which the Captain had plenty; but hc
indignantly refused and gave the pagans somne very
pious advice about citizens'hip.

His description of how the crew got to work as
soon as they landed is a niarvel of indnstry. Appar-
ently the crews were so -lad to get on shore that
they fairly devoured the work. They went niakinz,
and mnending sails, inspecting calks, cutting wood,
brewing sprlce beer -a delightful concoction! -

repairing the rigging, stocking up the commissariat,
cleaning ont holds and loading in gravel ballast and
stopping leak<s-ever.v man as busy as a beaver and


