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The Young Man and His Problem.
. : BY REV. JAMES L. GORDON.
% Secret of Popularity. Receiving “ A Call.” Married People.

“There is one true, genuine, and uvnfailing sourre
popularity and that is unselfishness. No man has
r yet persuaded men that he was living a life
unself love without winning a place in the hearts
md affections of humanitys  The human heart is
n to detect love. The world loves the lover. An
nglish clergyman makes the following remark:
“““When Dr. Matheson was oblized to have a col-
league-successor, his colleague used to say that the
&ttor persistently retired to the rear and pushed
to the front. This family-affectionateness will
ttend to every branch of the family. It is wonder-
ful to see how one family can absorb many. When
“have a piece of personal news, I have to write

bout a dozen letters to get the family told.”
&

Creeds and Needs.

“Every man Las his own theory about the un.iverse
—his own theclogy and his own ereed. And in the
main we are pretty much agreed about most things.
Qur d fferences are superficial—occasioned by birth,
environment and geographical location.  The one
ing which we admire in each other is sincerity.
The heart qualities appeal to all men. Speaking of
e work of Gipsy Smith the Interior says:—
“Five thousand professions of conversicn were
noted, and all grades of society from lowest to high-
cst were included in the list. In the police court
before a Christian judge a man appeared to confess
the theft of a gold watch. Being asked why he thus
t himself in the way of going to the penitentiary,
he man replied that he had found Jesus at the
Gipsy Smith meeting and he could not do otherwise
han make confession. The judge, deeply affected,
wopted the words of Christ and said to the man:
*Go and sin no more.”—This is the kind of religion
which everybody believes in.

A Splendid Record.

“ Brilliant people are fascinating butmen of average

apility rule the world. Steady men—faithful men—
men of conscience, character and quality—these are
the men who hold the universe together. Their
names are seldofn written on the scroll of fame, or
their .forms projected in undying bronze or their
biographies written for our study and inspection—
but the foundaticns of civilization rest upon the
shoulders of the faithful men. The Boston Con-
gregationalist remarks:

A railroad engineer has just died in New Jersey
who in forty years had run passenger engines more
than two million miles. No passenger was killed
on trains in his care. His name was Lloyd Clarke.
How many a life of unrecorded service like this
goes to make up the sum total of the quiet heroism
of humanity !

True Wealth.

Money i3 matter in its finest form. As an articla
of exchange it is absolutelyindispensable. A civil-
ization may be judged by the character of its coin.
A bank bill measures the progress of humanity in
the matter of commercial forms and methods—but
tree wealth must be found in conduct, conscience
and character. These are the things which hold
men together. These are the treasures within the
reach of all. The ideals of true wealth force
themselves upon us when we read the following in
Zions Herald:

“The most beautiful #id at the same time the
most valuable handkerchief in the world is said to
belong to the Queen of Italy., The handkerchief in
questicn is an exampleof the earliest Venetian point
lace, dating toward the endof the fifteenth century.
The piece in spite of its great aese is in perfect
preservation, and it is valued at £4,000, although it
is stated that two American millionaires have offer-
ed three times that sum for it, but in vain.”

The Best Man.

Are you big enough to recognize the best man?
He may not be your friend. He may have stocd in
your way. He may have criticised your jmethods.
He may have said mean things about you. He
may have been unkind in judging your motives, but

in snte of all he may be a strong man and the only
av2l"ble man for a certain position concerning
which you are called upon to cast a deciding vote.
Are you big enough to vote for him. “There was
Abraham Linco'n. He was cordially hated by a
vast number of his fellow-countrymen. Mr. Stanton
aid a1l the éa. Hard thitigs Dossible ahad il
said e coarse, herd things possible about him,

but when Father Abhraham came into office he made

Mr. Stante Seeretary for War.,  Why?  Becavse

J » be the most suitable man for the
post \l 1 : 1d 11 sorts of abusive thin-os
shout Linco! h when the President came into
office he mad M. Choce Chief Justice beeans he
believed him 1o be the best man 1o fill the posit

The voice of the people is not always the voice
of God. Sometimes the people are mistaken. A
poor preacher with two good sermons will very
often reccive “a call” where a man of mcre sclil
and enccwing qualities with his intellectual goods
poorly airanged in the show window will be passed
by. “A recent exchange says comcerning the late
Dr. Marcus Dodds:

“Dr. Lodd’s career contains many valuable sug-
gestions for all who, like him, devote themselves to
the service of men through the church. After
graduating {rom the theological college, he had to
wait seven years for a pastorate, and was a canc.-
date in twenty-three places before any church was
ready to make the venture wi_h him. But instead
of beinz embittered by the apparert unappreciative-
ness of the churches, the young man devoted him-
self all the more carnestly from his twenty-fourth
to his thirticth year to intellectual labor. Heé trans-
lated Lange's “Life of Christ,” edited the complete
works of Augustine, wrote “The Epistles to the
Seven Churches,” a “Manual of Devotion,” “Prayers
that Teach Us to Pray.” He was tempted at one
time to give up trying to get a pulpit, but like a
true son of the manse, he adhered to his early pur-
pose, ard the lesson of these seven trying years was
doubtless summed up a long time after, when he
said to a company of students, “You may be per-
fectly sure that if you prepare yourself for a place
of influence in the church the place will one day b=
given you.”

Bismark’s Iron Bed.

Bismark slept on an iron bedstead, plain, simple
and unadorned. He had carried it about w'th him
during many a military campaign and he liked it.
It suited the proportions of his body. In the days
of 'his glory, success and fame he still clung to his
old iron bedstead. Gen. Grant said that in the
days of his military expeditions his luggage - con-
sist of two things—a night shirt and a tooth brush.
The man of genius needs little. An English
writer says:

“I was very much struck in reading the biography
of Sir Edwin Burne-Jones by his widow. He had
a house in London and a hoase in Briohton, ard
he found that when he was in the Brighton housa
nearly everything he wanted was in the London
house, and when he was in London nearly every-
thing he wanted was in the Brighton house. If I
were offered 4 house in every county in England,
I should respectfully decline them, unless I coul.l
have the power to sell them and devote the money
to gocd purposes. You can have too many resi
dences.” ’

Conditions of Success.

Ascertain, if you can, all the conditions of success.
Beecher could not preach after eating a hearty
meal.  Mozart would not play when his audievce
indulged in gossips and light conversation—he de
manded the appreciation of silence and attention
“oody wotld not exhort until the congregaticn had
1\::11 “sung” into perfect harmony under the lecader
¢hip of Mr. Sankey. Rev. J. A. Jones, of Bourne-
mouth, England, says:

“Some men are curiously sensitive to climate. Tt
made all the difference in the world to Rebertson
of Brighton, say Dr. Stopford Brooke in his bo
graphy, whether he wrote in a room which facad
south or north, while a gloomy day influenced him
life a misfortune.” )

My friend, know what vour soul demands, and
cet the conditions rioht,

Cenius and Will.

Will power is the supreme thing n  human

achievement,  Keep vour health in perfect order.
Le sure of your physical basis. Let nothing inter
fre with vour sleep, d.gestion and peace of m'nd
Le strong in the centre of vour soul and then, hee

the foundaticns w=l 1:id depend on vour w'l
\ paragraph {rom he Intellectual Life lustrates
vhet T mean:

“When the materials for the “Retgn of TFerdnand
and Isabelld” arrived in Prescott’s house from
Furope, this remaining eve had just suffered f[ron
over-exertion to ¢l decree ‘lhill he ¢ 1:7"1. n

remember,” I

or o to ‘ ik despair w

felt when my 1it 1 reasurcs arrived, and

the mne of wealth | r around me which

{A rh Hl«]\ to xp! ? ] \I‘wl\\v“]. b \ 1 t
tedious  pro h have wor t
patience \ Prescott
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[he best foundation for a happy married life js
built out of the materials which enter into g per-
fect” friendship—an = ideal friendship. Agreement
is the one thing necessary. Agreement in taste, de-
sires, ambitions and: purposes.  Folks who quarrel
before they are married will probably have their
differences after they have established a home. In
a chapter on “Society and Selitude? 1 found these
words: :

“If Shelley had not disliked general society as he
did, the originality of ‘his own living and thinking
would have been less complete; the influences of
mediocre people, who, of course, are always in the
majority, would have silently but surely operated
to the destruction cf that unequalled and personal
delicacy of imasinaticn to which we owe what is
inimitable in his peotry. In the last, year of his
life, he said to Pre.awny of Mary, his second wife
“Lhe can’t bear sclktude, nor I.society—the qui(‘]é
coupled with the ‘dead.”

Woman’'s Influence.

The mightiest thing in the world is a woman's
influence. I am not prepared to dispute a woman’s
right to vote, Why an ignorant man is granted a
hicher privilege in the pol.tical realm than an in-
tel.izent woman has always been a mystery to me—
but of one thing I am sure you cannot place too
Lizh an estimate on the influence of a woman. Rey.
Sam’l, P. Jones onte said:

“A pastor in one of the cities in our Conference
told me this. Said the: “Just after 1 was stationed
at this place I married one of my Christian young
men to a worldly-minded, un-Christian girl; and a
few days after that I married one of my Christian
girls to a worldly-minded, wicked man.” Some-
times this is a mistake as long as eternity. “But”
said he, “before six months thad passed away the
Christian girl had brought her worldly husband to
Christ, and he thad joined the church; before an-
other six months had passed the gay and giddv
girl had taken her husband out of the church and
he was going arm in arm with her to hell.”

Sincerity of Soul,

Have a look at yourself. Know the thoughts of
your own soul. Never think for a moment that you
can deceive yourself. Be honest in your thoughts,
clean in your thinking and clean-cut in your con-
clusions. In_the years to come thonesty of purpose
and sincerity of soul will be the chicf sources of
satisfaction.  The Homiletic Review says concern-
ing Thomas Henry Huxley :

“And it is saddening how often he had to face
the charge that he was an outcast, religiously
speaking, an infidel. On the death of his boy he
wrote a long letter to Kingsley—one of the most
ingenuous and pathetic letters in all literature—in
which the recurs to his convictions about the Christ-
ian’s hope: “I may be quite wrong, and in that
case I know I shall have to pay the penalty for be-
mg wrong. But I can only say with Luther, ‘Gott
helfe mir, Ich kann nicht anders.’ But I can
not help it.  One thing people shall not call me with
justice and that is—a liar. As you say of yourself,
[ too feel that 1 lack courage, but if ever the oc-
casion arises when I am bound to speak, I will not
shame my bov.” G

Pay for It.

[n these days when preachers and prophets are
working for the regeneraticn of society too much
cannot be said concerning the ordinary virtues of

justice and honesty. The average man knows the
difference between truth and falsehood—between
honesty and d.shonesty. Csh that this knowledze

might be apolied to every day life. It is dishonesty
to steal from anybody; it is a greater dishonesty to
steal from everybody. Men holding offices of public
trust should read the following :

“President Roosevelt is not the only of’clal in the
Adminstration who shattered a tradition. It has
been the custom for years to permit the retiring
Vice-President to carry away the inkstand provided
for his use. A very expensive one was placed at
Mr. Fairbanks’ disposal four years ago, when dhis
term ended Jlast week Mr. Fairbank’s surprised the
Seeretary of the Senate by handing him his personal
cheek for $200 in payment for the stand. So tra-
dition has gone by the board cnce more.”

Honor Bright,

a national asset. A pure woman

s the in ton of the true national glorv. A

LS, WaS justice and hates evil -is better

than a b ) e strength of any community

censists of I ists in the men who are pure,
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M I‘ b of citizenship. T.et us test men
1“““ ! rithe poet, Alfred Tennyson: B
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