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'• All ri.,'lit," Tom cried ; "it is now ;ih(nil liajf-pasl (cij oVIock
I hciifvc," tiiUin;,' (,iit liis watch and lioidinir it up to the li.rhl ,,r
the moon

; "wl- will have an hour's tol.o^riraninir, an,] th.ii Arthur
and 1 will leave \ou to tlu- tcniicr mercies ol" the <'ho>t."

1 agreed to this arran<,'ement. and between toT)oL"'aniii<r and
chattmj,', the time Hew swiftly l)v, till Tom declared that itwas fully live minutes beyond the time tixed tor .^oin.r honie iii<l
tliat they couldn't stay a second later; so biddiu-'ne " "ood-
m},'ht," with many partin<r injunctions to take care of mvsdf
they went otl, and were soon lost to \ie\v amoni,' the trees.' '

For some time I stood and watched, expecting; to catcii an-
otlier ^dimpse of them, when they reacheil the foorof the Momi-
tarn and turned into the road leadinjf to the city. Hut 1 siw
them no more. A kind of lonely, desolate feelinjr stole j^raduallv
over me. as I thou-,dit ofhavin.<r to remain there all aloirc : but itwas too late to drawback now, so I determined to make the best
oi it.

As I found it was rather cold to stand still, I be-an to pace
backwartis and forwards like a sentinel, to keep mvself warm
and after takinjj this exercise till I was tired, I was" restin-r' niy!
selt on a loj,r of wood, wishin-r it was time to return home, when
all at once I was startled at seein^^ a man movin;,^ sl„ulv amon<r
the trees a tew yards from where I was sittiufr. lie was ^radiP-
ally comin.,r nearer and nearer, so, sprin-rin<r up, I advanced and
demanded what he wanted.

'• Oh, nothiu};." replied he, •• but I see vou have a toboirL'an
with you. Wdl yon allov/mc to jj^o and l)rin:V niine also, and thenwe wdl have a race to,>rether.?" I said I had no objection wliat-
cver to his company, and departin^^, he soon retmned

; but whatwas mv horror to see him (lrai,rLri„ir alon-jf behind him a collin
instead ol a toboir^ra,,. His face and lij,mre had chan-^ed also
.le was tall and thin, while his face was of a deathlv hue, and itwas marked on one side by two bloody spots. His eves <vere
starincr and bloodshot, and a sickly sniile i)layed over his dis-
torted features. L stootl jjfazin<( at this apparit'ion, rooted to the
spot, when suddenly he opened his lips and said in a low and
sepulchral voice as if comin^^ from the.-,Mave : " Youiiir nian, why
do you hesitate .= Come and have a ride with me and try my
tobo<rj(an; I am sure it is better than the one you have." and sav-
ing so he clutched my arm with his loiiij skinny tin<,rers, while
an unearthly lauj^-li. which froze my blood with tcTior, ran-r
out clear and distinct upon the midpi<,dU air. In vain I striKr.ded
to tree myself from his vice-like j,nasp, but at lenj,rth I succecnled
by a violent elVort. Now, I thouirht, was the time to make my
escape from this dreadful beinjr, so, breakin<,r away from him, Ijumped on my toboggan, which was fortunately lying near, and


