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The Speaker of the House of Assembly, in session at York, in Upper Canada, this twenty-
second day of March in the year of our Lord one thousand eight bundred and
twenty-eight.

To .raE SniERiFF or 'rm E HoME DIsTRICT, oR GAOLER TREREOF.

Whereas James Givens bas been apprehended and brought to the bar of the said House
of Assembly, to answer for his contemptand breach of privilege, by neglecting and refusing
to attend and give evidence before the Select Committee to whom was referred the peution
of William Forsyth, with power to send for persons and papers, althougb dnly sunmoned
so to:do; and the. said House of Assembly iaving resolved that the said James Givens bas
been guilty of the aforesaid contempt and breacli of privilege, and also that he be therefor
.comnitted .to the Gaol at York, in the Houe District, during the residue of this session :
This is thereforeto command you to take the saidJames Givens, Esquire, into youreastody,
and. him safely keep during the residue of the session of this Parliament. Given nuder My
hand and seal at York, in the Home District, this twenty-second day of March in the year
of our Lord one. thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight.

Jo7n Willson, Speaker.

The Speaker then put the warrants into the bands of the Serjeant at Arme, with orders to
see the same carried into execution.

Ir. Beardsley froin the Committee, to whîich was referred the. petition of Robert
Randal, Esquire, informed the House that the Committee had agreed to a Report, which le
was directed ta submit whenever the House would please receive the saie.

The Report was ordered to be received.

' Adjourned.

Mr. Secretary Hillier broughit down from his Excellency the Lieutenuant-governor
a message, and having presented the sane to the Speaker, retired.

The Speaker then read the samne, as follows:

P. MAITLAND.

The Lieutenant-governor acquaints the House of Assembly that the Adjutant-generar of
Militia, and Colonel Givens, superintendent of Indian affairs, acting as the head of that
departinent in this province, bave reported to him that they are in, custody under a warrant
of the Speaker of. the House of Assembly, for a contempt in disobeying the summons of a
Select Committee appointed to, report upon a petition of William Forsyth.

The Lieutenant-governor will'always view witb extreme regret any circumstance likely
to produce a misunderstanding .between any of the branches of the Legislature; and nôt-
wvithstanding the protection which he justly owes to all officers serving under his Govern-
ment, and aectig as they conceive in the due discharge of their dutv, he bas forborne to
interrupt the proceedings of the session by hastening the intended period of prorogation,
indu lgig a hope tbat sone measures useful ta the country might be matured before the
Legisiature separated.

It is of importance, however, to the several branches of the Leislature--to the peopleof
the province-and no less to the members of the House of AssembT]y individually, when,. by
the expiration of this Parliament, they shal have returned to their stations in society, that
the extent of the privilege the House lias asserted, the regular mode of exercising i, and
the power. of enforcing it, should be distinctly understood.

Te departure of the Assembly from the usage prevailing in this colony, and as far as the
Lieutenanrt-governor can learn, in other .governments, could not be acquiesced iin by- him
withotit that conviction of- its propriety whichl he does not now entertain.

Fo his future guidance, under similar circumistances, he will solicit the direction of His
1Majesty's Government: if the power claimed by the House of Assembly has been consti-
tui-onally assumed and exercised, the House bas discharged its duty in assetng it; if
otherwise, the Lieutenant-governor, in withholding his permission, had a duty to fulfil
from which he could not properly recede; and of this the Assembly may be assured, that
if the propriety of its proceedings shall be confirned by His Majesty, no one will be more
ready- than binself ta recognize the privilege in question on al future occasions, and to
enforce its observance by all whom it is his daty to conitro.

Gove:nment Hòuse, 24 March 1828.


