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MASY years have elapsed since the author of this volume
determined to write the life of TECUMsEH and of his brother
the PROPHET, and actually commenced the collection of the
materials for its accomplishient. From various causes, the
completion of the task has been postponed until the present
time. This delay, however, has probably proved beneficial
to the work, as many interesting incidents in the lives of
these individuals are now embraced in its pages, which could
not have been included had it been put to press at an earlier
period.

In the preparation of this volume, the author's attention
was drawn, to some extent, to the history of the Shawanoe
tribe of Indians: and he has accordingly prefixed to the main
work, a brief historical narrative of this wandering and
warlike nation, with biographical sketches of several of its
most distinguished chiefs.

The author is under lasting obligations to a number of
gentlemen residing in different sections of the country, for
the substantial assistance which they have kindly afforded
him in the collection of the matter embraced in this volume.
Other sources of information have not, however, been ne-
glected. All the histories, magazines and journals within
the reach of the author, containing notices of the subjects of
this memoir, have been carefully consulted. By applicatipn
at the proper department at Washington, copies of the nu-
merous letters written by general Harrison to the Secretary
of War in the years 1808, '9, '10, '11, '12 and '13, were ob-
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